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Stories

THE FUNCTION OF THE LAW

While we cannot be saved by the law, we 
cannot discount the law’s function in the 
life of a believer. The law still has a place in 
the church today. What is its function and 
purpose? Read this article to find out. 

A SECOND BIRTH

American churches have surrendered 
Christianity to the simple task of making 
a decision. But what if true Christianity is 
more than that? What if something else is 
needed for true salvation?

FINDING REST

Despite enduring the worst tragedy of 
their lives, Jimbo and Jayna Burkey contin-
ue to watch God redeem the circumstanc-
es of their 16-year-old daughter’s death, 
casting themselves on the Lord and finding 
rest in Him alone.
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WISDOM FROM 
THE AGES

In this Q&A, Jean Coleman shares valuable 
insights for women about marriage, moth-
erhood and not wasting your life. 

CURABLE

CURE is a non-profit organization deliv-
ering life-changing surgery and the good 
news of God’s love to children and families 
suffering with curable physical disabilities.

PASTOR’S SPOTLIGHT: 
CHRIS TURPIN

Raised in church with a heart far from 
God, Chris Turpin was purposefully called 
to the ministry through divine appoint-
ments and God’s beautiful sovereignty.



MEET A MISSIONARY: 
JOHN G. PATON

Called by God to be a missionary to 
cannibals on the New Hebrides Islands in 
the 1800s, John Paton clung to his Savior 
through endless sufferings.

ON THE MISSION 
FIELD: RMF VIDEO 

The Romania Missionary Fellowship exists 
to advance the ministry of Jesus Christ by 
discipling disciplers and planting churches. 
Watch a video about the fellowship, its 
strategy and how you can play a significant 
role in taking the Gospel to the nations.

Romania
Missionary

Fellowship

A voluntary partnership of churches and 
individuals to fulfill the Great Commission.

A PRODUCT OF GRACE

Carrying a testimony that begins with a 
family shattered by dysfunction, suicide 
and murder, Bruce Roberts considers him-
self a product of God’s stunning grace.



ALL OF GRACE, PART 3

The third in a series of articles to equip the 
Gospel seed planter and whet the thirst of 
the nonbeliever.

WHERE HE’S 
SUPPOSED TO BE 

Many jobs, moves, financial struggles and 
hard decisions have brought Stan McDon-
ald to the place he is now. But now that 
he’s here, he knows it is exactly where he’s 
supposed to be.

BEHIND THE SONG:
ALL HAIL THE POWER 
OF JESUS’ NAME

Watch this short video and be moved 
by the history and origins of one of the 
church’s most beloved hymns. 

All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’ 

Name



EDITOR’S PICKS

Get a glimpse of Editor Michael Durham’s 
library as he reviews books and other re-
sources that have blessed his walk with the 
Lord.

A SECOND BIRTH

A selection of quotes regarding the life-
changing encounter with Christ that 
revitalizes and restarts your heart. 

MY STORY: ALONZO 
CRAWFORD

Alonzo Crawford, 22, senior at Murray 
State University, shares his testimony 
through spoken word. 
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Real Truth Matters is the multi-
media resource ministry from 
Michael Durham and Oak Grove 

Baptist Church in Paducah, Ky. Real 
Truth Matters is about encouraging a 
fascination with Christ Jesus. This fas-
cination should involve the mind, heart 
and will. In too many cases fascina-
tion involves one or two, but seldom 
all three. However, the mind, heart 
and will must all be engaged! Our pur-
suit of Christ should not be academic 
alone, emotion alone, or action alone.

The Word of God makes it absolute 
that what we learn of Christ should 
move the soul to feel deeply, which 
in turn will lead the heart to act. One 
of the existing problems is that truth 
is often seen separate from its power. 
Real Truth Matters believes the truth 
must be learned and proclaimed in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for it to have 
effect on the whole man. We pray we 
exemplify this New Testament prin-
ciple and thereby promote the same.

Pursuing the 
recovery of 

New Testament 
Christianity by 
Pursuing Jesus 
Christ as the 

Gospel.

Click for contact info
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The lasT icy grip of winTer 
is slipping, and the prospect of spring 

warms the heart. If only the cold grip of to-
day’s icy evangelicalism would release and 
pass with winter! If only the passionate 
warm rays of the glory of Jesus Christ would 
thaw the many frozen in our churches! In C. 
S. Lewis’ Narnia, the wicked witch did not 
annihilate her enemies, but rather doomed 
their future existence to a frozen statue-like 
state, neither dead nor alive. It seems this is 
the spell the average church attendee is un-
der. They don’t seem dead or alive, hot or 
cold. They just exist within the shell of their 
own lusts, frozen with a spiritual paralysis. 

Real Truth Matters exists to be one of many 
instruments in the Lord’s hand to stir up a 
passion for New Testament Christianity, a 
revival that would restore real Christianity 
and do away with this mealy imitation. I fear 
there is as much unbelief among many pres-
ent-day Christians as among the heathen. 
The poet Wordsworth so deplored the ma-
terialism that he saw take over “Christian” 
England that he wrote he would rather be a 
pagan who believed in a god that did not ex-
ist, than to be a materialistic Christian who 
disbelieved in a God who did.

In this edition of the RTM Magazine, we 
make an effort to stir up a desire for genu-
ine, red-hot, determined, unshakable faith 
in the One true God and His Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Men must see the deplorable nature 
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“In this edition of the 
RTM Magazine, we 

make an effort to stir up 
a desire for genuine, 
red-hot, determined, 

unshakable faith in the 
One true God and His 
Savior, Jesus Christ.”



of humanity. If they see it as it is, they would 
curse it as it is cursed. They would drink 
at the well of Christ like the bone-dry men 
they are. The news of the new birth would 
be welcomed, not scorned. If the religious 
man could see his garments are not sophis-
ticated as he supposes, but so nasty, awful 
and threadbare that he stands before holy 
God unclothed and ashamed, he would 
gladly receive the righteous raiment offered 
through the blood of Christ.

This is our ministry—to tell men and wom-
en the real truth about themselves and God. 
We appreciate your help as you join us to 
sound the alarm. This magazine is only a 
trumpet. Its sound is going farther and far-
ther with each issue. May God be praised 
and our readers blessed.

“Men must see the 
deplorable nature of 

humanity. If they see it 
as it is, they would curse
 it as it is cursed. They 
would drink at the well 

of Christ like the 
bone-dry men they are.”
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The heavens declare the 
glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the 
work of His hands.

|Psalm 19:1|
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(This is the last article in a three-part series on the law of God)

The law cannoT save nor sancTify anyone. But let’s not be so quick to 
dismiss the law, as many are prone to do today. Although we have stated the case for 
the abolition of the law as the way to God, the same Apostle Paul who demonstrated 
the law’s futility to save or sanctify says we cannot jettison the law of God. “Do we 
then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the 
law” (Romans 3:31).

If law keeping does not save a Christian, why would Paul “establish” it? What good is 
the law? What benefit is it to believers? Much in that the law of God is the revelation of 
His nature and it is God’s nature that defines true righteousness. It is of great value in 
that it serves by teaching us what God is like and what His holy standard of righteous-
ness is. 

Therefore, the purpose of the law is to reveal the moral character of God to us. For 
example, the law says, “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15). This tells us God is a gen-
erous giver and He will provide all we need. We don’t need to take matters into our 

hands and take what does not belong to us to 
meet our own needs. God will provide. Thus, 
stealing is an act of unbelief in God’s faith-
fulness to keep His word and provide what is 
needed.

The command to not bear false witness tells 
us our God cannot lie, or to say it another 
way, God is truth. Consequently you can 
see the law of God reveals the character of a 
morally excellent Being.

The law’s purpose is fulfilled primarily four ways. An illustration of this is a major river 
that divides into four separate smaller rivers or distributaries. It’s still the same body 
of water, but with four distinct fingers reaching through the valleys on their way to the 
sea. The purpose of the law remains the same—to reveal the moral nature of God—but 
that purpose divides into channels that cause the moral excellence of God to bear itself 
in four distinct applications. All four apply to the sinner, while only two apply to the 
life of the child of God. As we explore these four applications of the commandments of 
God we will discover how God’s law still has a function in the New Covenant Church.

The purpose of the law is to reveal 
the moral character of God to us. 



This first application of the law’s purpose branches off to display what God expects 
out of mankind. God’s moral character, which is perfection, is the standard we are to 
attain. The law demands, “you shall be holy; for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44). Jesus 
acknowledged this same standard of God’s perfection when He said, “Therefore you 
shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).

There are many in the church who do not understand this principle, that the death of 
Christ did not remove, change, or alter God’s requirement of mankind. They wrong-
ly assume that since Jesus died and we are now under grace, that God relaxed His 
impossible demands for perfection. Neither 
the cross or grace nullifies the standard by 
which all shall be judged—the moral perfec-
tion of God in Christ Jesus. If any man is to 
be saved he must meet this criteria—he must 
be as perfect and holy as God is. As already 
demonstrated the codified law reveals the 
moral perfection of God. This is the stan-
dard. Heaven is closed to anyone who does 
not measure up to the standard.

To Show the Standard of God’s Perfect Righteousness

Neither the cross or grace nullifies the 
standard by which all shall be judged-the 
moral perfection of God in Christ Jesus.

To Reveal Our Sinfulness and Inability to Attain God’s 
Standard of Righteousness 

The second function of the law today is to show us our sinfulness and the impossibility 
of meeting the standard of God’s perfection. There is no one capable of being as holy 
as God. But this was God’s intent. The Apostle Paul says that the law was given so that 
our sins would become so obvious through their abundance, 

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound.” (Romans 5:20a)

It’s not that God wanted us to sin more but He knew our greatest sin is pride, which 
would involve our unwillingness to see our own sin. Thus, He added the law to open 
our eyes to the problem we have—rebellion. Paul went on to say that without the law 
we would not know if something was wrong.

“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, 
I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have
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known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” 
(Romans 7:7) 

Our nature is so wed to sin we do not see sin for what it truly is. Man redefines and 
excuses it until it is seen acceptable and no longer a sin. God added the law to show us 
just how depraved we are and terrible our sin is.

“Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 
Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it 

might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that 
sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.” 

(Romans 7:12, 13)

Therefore, an important function of the law is to prove beyond any reasonable doubt 
that all of mankind is guilty of sin and leave each person without excuse.
 

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God.” (Romans 3:19) 

It can humble the self-righteous when used 
by the Spirit. That is why the righteousness of 
God revealed in the law and in the person of 
Christ needs to be preached. It will produce 
a high view of the law, which leads to a high 
view of grace. The sinner must first see his or 
her need of Christ if he or she is to be open 
to the message of the cross. Sin’s curse must 
first be believed before salvation’s blessing 
will be accepted.

Sin’s curse must first be believed before 
salvation’s blessing will be accepted.

With the revelation of what God expects and our utter failure and inability to perform, 
the law’s third function is to point us away from ourselves to Christ. The law must first 
tell us the bad news so we will want the good news of Jesus. Again, the Apostle Paul, 

“Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be
 justified by faith.” (Galatians 3:24) 

To Testify of Christ
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The Gospel promises that although we are not perfect nor could be in our own strength, 
we are considered perfect in and through Christ Jesus. When we put our trust in His 
redeeming work, then God pronounces us holy, righteous and perfect. Christ suffered 
our imperfection and transgressions of the law. Since Christ satisfied the just demands 
of the law, God can justly declare all who believe righteous as Christ, for all Jesus’ per-
fection has been imputed to their standing with God.

Lastly, the function of the law is to show the redeemed the will of God, that is how He 
intends them to live. The Christian does not obey the commandments of God in order 
to be saved or sanctified since the law can do neither. However, he is still enjoined to 
obey them because he loves God. This is the meaning of Jesus’ statement like, 

“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 
and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not 
love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine 

but the Father’s who sent Me” (John 14:23-24). 

This is no different than any close relationship. Because I love my wife I do the things 
that I know please her. Her desires and longings are very important to me, and I try my 
best to satisfy them. Why? Because I love her. If we love the Lord Jesus Christ, then 
the same motive will be at work within our 
hearts. But what are the longings and desires 
of His heart and how can we know them? 
They are His expressed commandments and 
we know them as we study His Word. These 
commandments are more than just longings 
of God’s heart, they are clear revealed state-
ments that show us how we are to live. They 
become the borders of the Christian life, a 
place of safety and blessing.

Not only do we have the expressed will of 
God in the form of His Word and commandments, we have the very same Spirit in us 
who filled our Lord Jesus. The Holy Spirit will empower us to fulfill the desires of our 
God and keep His commandments.

“For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:

To Reveal God’s Will for His People

The Holy Spirit will empower us to 
fulfill the desires of our God and keep 

His commandments.
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He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according 

to the Spirit.”
 (Romans 8:3-4) 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 

God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

The law does not threaten nor accuse the true 
Christian. It has no power over the child of 
God in that Christ has satisfied its demands. 
But that does not mean it has no function in 
the Christian’s life. It serves a most impor-
tant role and its functions are necessary to 
the divine economy on this side of heaven.

The law serves a most important role and 
its functions are necessary to the divine 

economy on this side of heaven.
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A Podcast 

for the Soul

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/real-truth-matters-audio-podcast/id327365018?mt=2&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/real-truth-matters-audio-podcast/id327365018?mt=2&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
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Pastor’s 
Spotlight

Chris 
Turpin
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Sophie McDonald
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Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and raised in Lancaster, 
Kentucky, 35-year-old Chris Turpin grew up singing in 
the choir and singing specials in front of the church, 
though his heart was far from God.

That changed, however, when, as an 8-year-old listening to a sermon about falling 
short of God’s glory, the Lord Himself gripped Chris’s heart for the first time.

Since that time, Chris, who studied pre-law at Western Kentucky University, went 
through a period of drifting from God and dabbling in the world, but the Lord gra-
ciously and lovingly chastened and drew him back to Himself, growing him in the faith. 

“The Lord drove me to the Scriptures more and more I became under more and more 
conviction,” he said.

That conviction led him to pursue the Lord wherever He would lead.

Now Chris, alongside Stephanie, his wife of 13 years, is the pastor of Donaldson Baptist 
Church in Princeton, Kentucky. The couple has five children: Christopher, 11, Anna, 9, 
John, 6, Sophia, 4, and Lydia, 2.

CLICK HERE 
FOR CHRIS’S 
FAVORITES

https://vimeo.com/60085620
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“It was a preacher,” Chris said. “I’d never met him before in my life, and he was at the 
wrong place. He was supposed to go to the apartment behind me. But the Holy Spirit 
impressed on my heart, ‘He’s here for you,’ and that began a discipleship relationship.”

The pastor was a Southern Baptist preacher, who pastored a church from which more 
than 200 preachers had come—including Chris. He just didn’t know it yet.

I prayed and 
asked the Lord 
that night if He 

would show me. 
I wanted to sell 

out to Him.

“

”

LOOKING BACK — NO COINCIDENCE 

In his early 20s, Chris, who came from a Church of God background, was confused 
about tongues and spiritual gifts and their place in the life of a true believer. 

“I would watch … guys like Rod Parsley on television and see these hordes of people 
going forward, and it impressed my heart to see so many people responding. And 
I thought there had to be something to that, but I’d also been to a Southern Baptist 
church, and in my heart I was asking the Lord, ‘They can’t both be right, so what is 
going on here and how do I understand that?’” he recalled. “More than I could deal 
with in this interview the Lord just kind of sifted through those things in my life and 
helped me understand what I believe the Scriptures teach in regard to tongues and 
other things. But I just needed direction. I needed someone to help me. So I prayed and 
asked the Lord that night if He would show me. I wanted to sell out to Him.”

Twenty minutes later, the Lord answered his prayer with a knock at the door.
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CLICK TO READ 
MORE ABOUT 

CHRIS’S HEART 
FOR MISSIONS

Recognizing the value of discipleship and godly counsel, Chris seeks to invest in the 
lives of other men just as he was invested in.

DISCIPLESHIP

“This pastor has discipled so many preachers and as I began to hang out around the 
other preachers I thought in my heart, well, I think I’d like to be a preacher. Then I 
thought that was the wrong way to go about it,” Chris said. “I wrestled with it for a 
long time and finally I was in a service where they were preaching out of Jeremiah. Jer-
emiah had a lot of the same excuses that I had and the Holy Spirit really just broke me 
down there in that service.”

Things changed gradually as God broke through the stubbornness of Chris’s heart and 
revealed an unmistakable call to preach.

As a visionary, Chris’s active imagination was constantly birthing new ideas through-
out his entire life. None of them, however, included preaching after he was told there 
was no money in that profession. Content to pursue money, Chris continued his ideal-
istic imaginings.

“I had a lot of plans,” Chris said as he reflected over his life. “I’m a dreamer and was 
always kind of a positive thinking guy in high school. I don’t recommend his writings, 
but I had been turned on to an author who really focused on thinking and growing 
rich and I used to ride the school bus and try and think of ways I could make millions 
of dollars and came up with a few ideas I never followed through with, like colored 
automobile tires and a bottled water company and things like that.”

Though his days of dreaming haven’t ceased, their intent and end goal has changed. 
Chris, a pastor for 12 years, now dreams of ways to share the Gospel with the world 
and raise money for missions.

LOOKING BACK — BIG DREAMS
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“The importance of discipleship cannot be overemphasized,” Chris said. “The kind of 
discipleship that matters is the kind of discipleship that not only fills people’s brains 
but also sets their hearts on fire and gets their feet to moving. It sure helps to have 
someone come alongside you and show you the mistakes they’ve made and help you 
really learn how to walk with the Lord, because that is really what discipleship is. It’s 
teaching people to walk with Jesus daily in their life and knowing how to live for Christ 
at their job, in their family, or whatever God has called them to do, and in the church 
activities.”

The kind of discipleship that 
matters is the kind that not 

only fills people’s brains but 
also sets their hearts on fire 

and gets their feet to moving.

“

”

https://vimeo.com/60085533
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“If the church does not disciple its members, then we leave them weak and tossed to 
and fro by every wind of doctrine and we leave their families hindered from faithful-
ness and the protection of knowing how to walk with the Lord,” he said. “There is a 
lot of protection in discipleship. If you’re not discipled, you’re more easily destroyed 
by the wicked one; you’re more easily discouraged. Even when you’re discipled, there 
is discouragement and attacks, but you know how to fight. That’s part of discipleship, 
being taught how to wage the spiritual warfare and not being gobbled up by every little 
doctrine or having this segmented understanding of who you are and why you exist 
and what your main purpose is in life. All of those things come through discipleship.”

His heart for discipling men is not the chief focus of efforts, however.

“I really see these five kids and my wife as my primary responsibilities in disciple-
ship,” he said. “My wife is my primary responsibility. A man needs to first teach his 
wife about Christ, then teach his children about Christ and how to walk in the ways 
of Christ, pray for their salvation and invest and sow the Gospel in them. I hope that 
eventually God will save all of (my children) and use them all. It’s a lot easier to say 
right now that it will be when it comes time, but I would love to see my kids go to the 
nations and see them used by the Lord. I think Stephanie and I both would be heavy-
hearted and nervous about that, but we would rejoice.” 

When the mind and the heart 
are right, the feet move.

“
”

Although Chris highly values the mind, he balances discipling others in the compre-
hension of Christ with cultivating hearts that love Him fully.

“We want people to not just know about the things of the Word, but we want the knowl-
edge to infiltrate their heart and cause their hearts to be turned toward God and their 
hearts aflame with love for Him,” he said. “When the mind and the heart are right, the 
feet move. We go and minister to the hurting, we visit the widows and the fatherless. 
We also get involved with telling the Gospel to those without Christ and seeing mis-
sions carried out. That doesn’t happen in an individual without serious discipleship.”

Chris’s passion for biblical discipleship has roots in the fact that he was not discipled 
as a new Christian. Still experiencing the scars of neglect, Chris strives to pour himself 
out for other men and help them grow in the ways of Christ.



Ben Morrow
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afTer we ask The blessing, i dive inTo my gianT breakfasT plaTe 
at the local Cracker Barrel and listen as Bruce begins weaving an anecdote of his life. 
“Man, I am just so blessed,” he says, ignoring his food and my loud chewing. “I am 
a product of grace. There are a lot of things that have happened in my life that some 
people never recover from. I should be very messed up, but I’m not.” 

A brief look at the demeanor of Bruce Roberts – from his clean-cut appearance to his 
carefree countenance – might suggest that he has not experienced too many struggles. 
First impressions can be deceiving. The peace of mind that Bruce enjoys is not the 
result of a background of ease and privilege. The young man who serves as Director 

of Family Ministries at Rich Pond Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green, Ky., brings a unique perspective to family ministry. 
Bruce carries a testimony that begins with a family shattered 
by dysfunction, suicide and murder. 

Bruce was born in South Korea to an American military man 
and a Korean woman. His parents brought him to the small 
Kentucky town of Pine Grove when he was an infant. From 
the beginning, he dealt with dysfunction in the home. 

“I knew our parents were having problems; I could hear them 
arguing,” he says. “I can remember very vividly a night they 
fought and my dad picked up a chair and hit my mom with 
it.”

Bruce stops to speak to a waiter, and I gather my 
thoughts. He picks at his food and takes his time re-
suming the conversation. 

“Late one night we awoke to someone knocking at 
the door,” he continues. “My brother and sisters were 
home, but my parents were not. The police were at 
the door, and they told us we were in great danger 
and we needed to pack some clothes and to go sleep 
at a neighbor’s house for the night. We went to school 
the next day, and the police came out to our school. 
They pulled us aside and told us that the evening be-
fore my father had gone to the restaurant where my 
mother worked. They had an altercation; he took out 
a gun, shot her and killed her. He was still on the run at the time the police came to the
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“I am a product of 
grace. There are a 
lot of things that 

have happened in 
my life that some 

people never 
recover from. 

I should be very 
messed up, but 

I’m not.” 
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school. Later that day, a deer hunter found my father lying in a ditch. He had commit-
ted suicide. I was eight years old.”

Bruce plows ahead, still ignoring his food, detailing how foster parents adopted him 
and his siblings. Although the foster family attended church faithfully, Bruce learned 
how a person’s public persona in the church could differ from how he or she acts be-
hind closed doors.

“My foster family took me to church,” he recalls. 
“I probably missed five Sundays from ages 8 to 18. 
When I was 8 years old I took that walk down the 
aisle and got dunked in the water and thought I was 
a Christian. Meanwhile, I learned the meaning of the 
adage ‘You never really know someone until you live 
with them.’ They weren’t kind people. It was clear 
that they had their family and we were a different 
family in the house. We just determined to grow old 
enough to leave.”

When Bruce turned 18, he left home for Berea Col-
lege, a Christian-based school in Kentucky that pays 
tuition for qualified, underprivileged students. 

“When I first went to college I was pretty moral,” he 
says, finally taking a bite of his meal. “I stayed away from the bad stuff. My junior year, 
though, I took my first drink of alcohol and became the stereotypical binge drinker. 
When I moved into a different dorm, I started running into Christian guys who were 
being very intentional about establishing a relationship with 
me. They invited me to Bible studies – something that didn’t 
intimidate me because I grew up in church. The first thing I 
noticed when I walked in was that these folks loved people. 
I always remember going there and feeling so welcome.”

Bruce begins to tell me about how the Gospel became real to 
him – something more than just a religious experience. 

“I was at a meeting one night and a young man shared the 
Gospel. It was the first time I ever remember hearing that 
God had created me so I could have a relationship with Him. 
I always thought that Christians were people who tried to 
please God and live right. That night I listened as the man

“The man spoke 
of how Christ had 
come to mend a 
broken relation-

ship. Christ’s 
sacrifice was 

given so that a 
relationship that 

had been 
estranged could 
be made right.”



spoke of how Christ had come to mend a broken relationship. Christ’s sacrifice was 
given so that a relationship that had been estranged could be made right. 

“That Sunday, as much as I knew how,” Bruce says, “I asked the Lord to 
save me, and He did.” 

Bruce finishes his meal as he completes the summary of his amazing trek 
that led him from sleeping in fear one night 
at a neighbor’s house to becoming a family 

minister in a Baptist church. I sip coffee, meanwhile, 
and marvel. I can’t help but wonder how I could have 
walked in his shoes without emerging “messed up.” 

“I tell people not to feel sorry for me,” he says. “I have 
had an incredibly favored life. Everywhere I have lived 
I have been given people who have taken me in as part 
of their family.”

We talk for a moment about the new family he is about 
to begin with a wonderful young lady named Andrea, 
and his eyes light up as he talks. As we get ready to 
leave, Bruce tells me the ultimate lesson he has learned 
from his experiences – a lesson he mentions every time 
he shares his testimony. 

“God doesn’t waste pain.”

That is a morsel I will chew on for some time. 

“God 
doesn’t 
waste 
pain.”
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Alonzo Crawford, 22, from Madisonville, Kentucky, is a senior at Murray State 
University and will graduate with a degree in organizational communication. He 
and his fiancée, Lauren, are to be married May 18 and plan to move to Louisville.

“I feel called by God to give my life away in pastoral ministry,” Alonzo 
said. To that end, he will attend the Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville to begin his theological training. “My passion is to lead 
a local church in making disciples in the surrounding community and city, 
and see lives transformed by the power of the Gospel.” 

 
The following video is Alonzo’s testimony in spoken word, a poem he wrote for 
the talent portion of the Mr. MSU Pageant, a campus-wide competition in which 
he represented his fraternity, Alpha Sigma Phi—and won.

ALONZO CRAWFORD 
MY STORY

<< <<

<< <<

https://vimeo.com/60085024
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Despite enduring the worst tragedy of their lives, Jimbo and Jayna Burkey continue 
to watch God redeem the circumstances of their 16-year-old daughter’s death, 

casting themselves on the Lord and finding rest in Him alone.



It was a normal november saturday for the burkey famIly.

Two days prior, Jimbo and Jayna Burkey and their 16-year-old daughter, Torri, had just 
celebrated Thanksgiving. Per family tradition, Jimbo had taken off all week to spend 
every morning and afternoon hunting with Torri, a lover of all things outdoors but es-
pecially hunting with her dad.

The tightknit family of three from Hardin, Kentucky, shared almost every moment to-
gether. During Torri’s elementary school years, the par-
ents, married 24 years this September, homeschooled 
their blonde-haired, blue-eyed daughter, which gave 
them freedom to raise Torri in an environment condu-
cive to relating their unconditional love and the Gos-
pel. A fruit of their truth-sowing labor was harvested 
in 2001 when it became apparent that 7-year-old Torri 
was under conviction of the Holy Spirit and later surren-
dered her life to the Lord, with her mother by her side. 

|Real Truth Matters Magazine March/April 2013| 2 of 8 |

Fam
ily photos courtesy of the B

urkeys

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from Him.

6 He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

7 On God rests my salvation and my glory;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.

8 Trust in Him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before Him;

God is a refuge for us.
-Psalm 62:5-8



As the days turned to years, the family continued to “do life” together. Sometimes 
that unfolded with the girls working on construction projects with Jimbo, where Torri 
would cut boards, drive nails, hang sheetrock and work a skill saw better than most 
boys. 

“She was such a daddy’s girl from early on,” Jayna said. “She wanted to be with her 
dad no matter what he was doing.” 

picture this:

Click thumbnail to view each image

“We got to watch every part of her life and share it with her,” Jimbo said. “God gave 
her a heart to want to be around us. When we built this house and moved in here the 
whole upstairs was built for her so she could have her space too. We would ask her, ‘Do 
you want friends over?’ ‘Nah, I’m good; I see them all week.’ It would just be us.”

Whether the time was spent watching TV, making spontaneous trips to Nashville or 
Paducah or cooking and eating dinner, the committed family loved being together.

“If Jayna was busy with Thursday night Bible study, me and Torri would go out and 
eat,” Jimbo said. He acknowledged it wasn’t such a normal family relationship when a 
15-year-old girl wanted to be with her parents all the time. “God gave her a great heart 
and an opportunity for us to just love her and her to love us back, because God knew 
that she had a short time. We see that now, looking back.”
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No stranger to the woods, Torri and Jim-
bo spent many an hour together in a tree 
stand hunting deer and turkeys. It was a 
place of prayer, shared life lessons and 
more memories than can be recalled.

But this day was different.

Around 1 p.m. Torri sent her dad a text 
asking where he was because she want-
ed to go hunting. Jimbo and his brother 
then left working at his mom’s house and 
picked up Torri’s boyfriend on their way 
to get her, already decked out in camouflage, ready for their excursion in the woods. 

“I unloaded the four wheeler and was getting (Torri and her boyfriend) ready to go 
and got the guns out,” Jimbo recalled as tears welled in his eyes at the thought of what 
came next. “I gave the boy the gun and turned around to talk to Torri and get her ready 
to go and heard the gun go off. I saw Torri fall and knew (from) hunting long enough 
with rifles that it wasn’t good. Pretty much that second I knew there wasn’t a chance. 
She was shot from about six feet.” 

He did CPR for 35 minutes until the ambulance 
came, but it was too late. 

Torri was rushed to the nearest hospital where 
Jimbo and the boyfriend met the couple’s best 
friend and pastor who had picked up Jayna. Ten 
minutes later the doctor came out and said there 
was nothing he could do. Torri, their beloved 
daughter, had died.

“The reason Jimbo keeps saying ‘the boy’ is 
because we love her sweet little boyfriend and 
we want to protect him at all costs,” Jayna said 
with tears flowing. “He is a precious young man 
and a huge part of our lives still and we always 
want to protect him because this has been so

tragedy
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“When you know 
that God loves you 
above everything 

else and God 
created you and 
sent His Son for 

you, why should we 
not trust Him?”

hard for him too. It was an accident and we don’t ever want to carry the guilt or the 
burden of that day.”

Through teary eyes, Jimbo resoundingly agreed.

“There has never been an ounce of blame because it was 
God’s plan and His purpose,” said Jimbo, who sat with his 
arm around Torri’s boyfriend during her funeral. “(God) 
knew when He created her that she had 16 years and there 

was nothing we were going 
to change about that. That’s 
not the normal for a family’s 
life or normal that this world 
wants—people don’t understand that—but when you 
know that God loves you above everything else and God 
created you and sent His Son for you, why should we not 
trust Him? At that moment, when I was over her and there 
was nothing to do, as a dad you want to make it right and 
change things, but God gave me such a peace to say, ‘You 
know what, God? She’s Yours. I trust You with this; I trust 
what You’re going to do,’ and we’ve seen the fruit of that. 
There have been lives changed.”
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“At the moment that gun went off and I saw my daughter for 
the last second there alive, that was the moment God said, 

‘Do you trust Me or not?’”

For the Burkeys, their trust in the integrity and character of God, the unwavering belief 
that the Judge of all the earth will do right (Genesis 18:25) is what allows them to find 
rest in Him alone.

“At the moment that gun went off and I saw my daughter for the last second there 
alive, that was the moment God said, ‘Do you trust Me or not?’” Jimbo remembered 

as he continued to cry. “It’s simple. There is something that 
will put you to your knees and you will trust or you won’t. 
There is no gray there. At that moment, I knew my daughter 
was saved, I knew there was nothing I could do and all I had 
was to trust in Him for His purpose for her life and our life. 
I remember leaning over her saying, ‘God, she’s Yours. She’s 
Yours, she’s been Yours, she’s always been Yours. Her salva-
tion sealed the deal.’ I praised Him right then that I was there 
because without being there it would be three times harder 
for me because of the special relationship we had, the time 
of hunting (and) the love that we shared.” 

“do you trust me?”
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Jimbo and Janya see tangible reminders of their 
daughter all around them, especially in their home. 
Whether it be reminders of her by seeing the dry-
wall and siding the family hung together, the walls 
Torri helped frame or remembering the Scripture 
written under the carpet and hardwood on every 
board of the floors, the family quite literally built 
a home together on the solid foundation of Jesus 
Christ, who wrapped it all in His unfailing love.

“It’s an awesome opportunity for us to walk 
around and look at different things and go, ‘You 
know, she helped put that piece of drywall up’ or 
‘she helped cut that piece of tile,’” Jimbo said. “It 
gives us so many memories here of opportunities 
that we got to spend a day or a minute or even a 
second doing it with her.”

The Burkeys don’t pretend their daughter was perfect, but 
know her life continues to be used by a perfect God with an 
infallible plan. 

“He has never said life is going to be easy here, but we trust 
Him with every ounce of our life,” Jimbo said firmly. “We 
know there is a 
plan. Job tells us 
that He knows 
the very minute 

and there will not be a minute longer and at 
roughly 2:45 on November the 27th, Torri’s 
last minute was here. Her last second was 
done. We never know that day, so we trust 
Him. If something happens to me or some-
thing happens to Jayna, we want people to 
know that we love Him above everything 
else in this world and that our life is OK.” 

beauty for ashes
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“He has never 
said life is going 
to be easy here, 

but we trust 
Him with every 

ounce of our 
life.”



By God’s grace the Burkeys are not a statistic.

“There is a statistic that (shows) 87 to 95 percent of all parents who lose a child 
don’t stay together,” Jimbo said. “Through Torri being called home to be with God, 
He’s only strengthening us. Through almost 25 years of being together, whether dat-
ing or married, it’s awesome 
to see how God has taken us 
from where we were and con-
tinues to mold and shape us. I 
see how Jayna is more beauti-
ful everyday through God shap-
ing her life into being the moth-
er she needed to be for Torri 
and the wife to me, where we 
can sit now together and praise 
God more so than throughout 
our entire life. It’s humbling as 
a married couple to know that 
our friends aren’t together or have been married multiple times and know that could 
have been us. God’s love is what has challenged us to be together. His intimacy with us 
only makes us stronger.”

“God’s love is what has challenged 
us to be together. His intimacy 

with us only makes us stronger.”

read more

Jimbo and Jayna’s 
testimony

Jimbo and Jayna on 
discipleship

Click to view article
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This Wisdom from the Ages is especially close to my heart, as Jean 
Coleman is my grandmother. Ever since I can remember, this lady has 
taught me to cook and clean, to always be truthful and to be classy, 

not sassy. I’m honored for the opportunity to “interview” her and 
share her wisdom with others. She is truly a Proverbs 31 lady and one 

day I hope to be like her.

-Sophie McDonald, assistant editor

Click below for answers
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“I have found that the God who 

created and sustains the world

 is also the God of the workplace. 

If the Christian faith is not 

relevant in the workplace, 

it is not relevant at all . . .”

-Ken Costas, Author of God at Work
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Many jobs, moves, financial struggles and hard decisions have 
brought Stan McDonald to the place he is now. 
But now that he’s here, he knows it is exactly…

WHERE 

HE’S 

SUPPOSED 

TO BE

M
aking th
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ecular S

acred
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It was the spring of 1981 when God redirected Stan McDonald’s life toward the aware-
ness of the necessity of a new job.

He had been working as a truck mechanic on commission for seven years when the 
economy took a downturn and a consistent income for his young family—his wife, 
Cindy, and their newborn daughter, Camillia—wasn’t there. 

After attending classes at 
tech schools and working 
through the radiology pro-
gram at Research Medi-
cal Center in Kansas City, 
Missouri, Stan now works 
as a nuclear medicine tech-
nologist with Diagnostic 
Health Systems and serves 
area hospitals in Western 
Kentucky and Southern Il-
linois.

“I’m doing exactly what 
I’m supposed to be doing,” 

he said. “I’m very blessed that God directed me to do what I’m doing because I don’t 
have any problems getting up and going to work in the mornings. A lot of people don’t 
like their jobs and it’s drudgery, and they don’t like going to work. I don’t mind be-
cause this is what I’m supposed to be doing.”
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Stan didn’t start his career in nuclear medicine technology at his cur-
rent job. In 1988, while working as a technologist in Belleville, Illinois, 
Stan got a call from the director of radiology at Western Baptist Hospi-
tal in his hometown of Paducah, Kentucky, who offered him a position 
there. 

“God knew what He had for me no matter what the obstacles looked like,” he said. 
“All I had to do was trust Him, and He proved Himself faithful.” 

The McDonalds jumped on the chance to return home and Stan worked at Western 
Baptist for 12 years before God told him it was time to move on.

UP TO THIS POINT



After praying for three and a half years on what to do next, a friend told him about 
a company out of Texas—Diagnostic Health Systems—who was looking for nuclear 

medicine technologists. Stan got the position.

“This has been the best job I’ve ever had in my life,” Stan said. “It’s 
given me a considerable amount of freedom and liberty but great re-
sponsibility all at the same time. It’s allowed me to actually do more 
ministering than just doing a job.” 

LOOKING BACK 

AND GOD’S 

PROVISION

CLICK HERE 

FOR MORE

Ultimately working for the Lord and not for man, Stan strives to give the very best 
service to each of his patients. 

“I really do go to help people,” he said. “There 
are people that need these particular tests and 
service to help them and I try to do my very 
best with each patient to assist and improve 
their health. Because all the studies I do are di-
agnostic, and a lot of times it helps to put an-
other piece of the puzzle together for this per-
son, it’s not always conclusive. But it’s that extra 
piece that helps physicians decide and diagnose 
the next step for this person in taking care of 
them.” 

His days, spent working at different area hospi-
tals, vary in intensity and length, depending on 
patient load and study type, but all are spent 
seeking to glorify God through his labor.

Because of the nature of the tests, some people 
are concerned about their future, an opportu-
nity Stan uses to share hope.

“These tests put people in a position where they’re breaking out of their independence 
to being dependent on others for help,” he said. “God’s allowed me to minister to some 
people who seemed to know God and I was able to point them back to Him.” 

sharing hope and serving others
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Despite the open door to share and sometimes even pray with patients, great discern-
ment must be taken.

“Some of them really see that I’m trying to help them, but you have to be really careful 
with your approach and how you say things. Some people are so wound up that when 
you start talking about God they think they’re going to die or that I’m seeing something 
in their test that says they’re going to die,” Stan said as he shook his head and smiled. 
“They’ll latch on to that impression and go out and broadcast it to the world, ‘That guy 

said I’m dying and I need 
to see God!’” 

On the other hand, there 
are some patients so confi-
dent in God that they min-
ister to Stan. 

“They come in and they’re 
already at peace and 
they’ve got in their minds 
that no matter what hap-
pens to them they’re all 
right with it and that’s the 
way it’s supposed to be,” 

he said. “A lot of patients minister to me just because of the strength of God in them. 
With those patients we just rejoice and have a worship service back there in my room 
sometimes. It’s just good.” 
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In the daily grind, Stan battles time management issues and planning his day around 
a tentative schedule.

“Unfortunately, the schedule just becomes a list of names and the times don’t mean 
anything,” he said. “I want to get people in and out as quick as I can because most of 
them haven’t eaten or drank anything since after midnight, and a lot of them are dia-
betic, so I don’t like to make people wait.”

Starting anywhere from 6:30 to 8 a.m., the timeliness weighs on Stan because of the 
potential implications waiting could cause for other patients.

God’s plan, surrendering to the schedule



“The problem is if your first patient is late, well 
everybody else is most likely going to be late 
and people don’t understand those issues,” he 
said. “There was a time when I used to have 
my game plan, which I still do to an extent, but 
now it’s gotten to where it’s God’s game plan, 
and whatever He wants as far as that manage-
ment goes of managing that time throughout 
the day with those people. He’s allowed me to 
learn to rest in that.”
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I get up when God wakes me up in the mornings. I haven’t used an alarm clock in I 
don’t know how long. I depend on Him to wake me up and it can vary (on when that 
will be). Sometimes He gets me up at 1 a.m., 2 a.m., 3 a.m., or 5 a.m., it just depends. 

Then I see what He’s up to and what He wants to show me and that’s always good. 
I get into His Word and am encouraged by that. I talk to Him and He shares with me 
things as I need it. I love getting into His Word. He is so faithful there as well, show-
ing me things about myself and other people, the enemy and his ways; He helps me to 
understand that more.

Then I get ready for work and head out. 

I’m on salary so I don’t have to punch a clock. My time of arrival varies according to 
what’s on the schedule. If I need to be there at 6, I’m there at 6, if I need to be there at 
6:30, I’m there at 6:30. If my first patient isn’t until 8 then I’ll get there between 7-7:30. 
It just fluctuates and I like that because there aren’t many days the same. 

BONUS READ: ACCORDING TO STAN - a DAY IN THE LIFE



“he is no fool who 
gives that which 

he cannot keep to 
gain that which he 

cannot lose.

(1927-1956)
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nearly 80 percenT of americans claim 
To be a chrisTian. and ThaT is our 
problem. “But,” you may ask, “how could so 
many people saying they believe in Jesus be a prob-
lem?” My answer, though offensive but not intend-
ed to be so, is that the faith they have is not the kind 
of faith produced by the supernatural act of God 
transforming a sinner. Today the belief in Jesus is an 
inferior believing that leaves the person deceived 

into thinking they are a Christian. That 
is a serious problem.

Let’s look at some hard data that proves 
what I am saying. According to the Pew Re-
search U. S. Religious Landscape Survey 
of 2008, of the 80 percent of those who 
claim to be Christian only half of them 
attend a church weekly. Not that attend-

ing church makes you a Christian, but if you really 
believed in Jesus you would want to obey Him. The 
Apostle John says in 1 John 5:3, “For this is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 

Of the 80 percent of 
Americans who claim to 
be Christian, only half 

attend a church weekly.
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commandments are not burdensome.” One of the 
commands of God is that we are to meet frequent-
ly together and we are warned in Scripture not to 
forsake the time of the sacred assembly. Therefore, 
when half of professing Christians do not attend 
church, surely, it proves that there is a serious flaw 
in their faith. 

If this were the end of it, then it would 
be bad, but the data suggests that it is 
worse than this. Only 26 percent of the 
population claiming to be Christians also 
claims to be evangelical. The word evan-
gelical means a person who believes the 
new birth and conversion are necessary 
to become a Christian. Of that 26 per-
cent it is even more startling to discover 
that 57 percent of them believe many re-

ligions can lead to eternal life. Almost 60 percent of 
evangelicals do not agree with Jesus when He said, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.” 

When you do the math it means only 10 percent of 
the American population hold biblical views con-

cerning salvation and what it means to 
be a Christian. But that doesn’t mean all 
the 10 percent are true Christians since 
the Bible teaches us that one can be or-
thodox in their doctrine and still not a 
Christian. Surely, there are some reading 
this article who are accurate in theology 
but mistaken in true spirituality.  

The Bible proclaims over and again that one 
can know the facts of the truth and not its re-
ality. No one is a better example of this than 
the man who came to Jesus by night, Nicode-
mus. Nicodemus was the premier theologian of 
his day. Jesus called him “the master (teacher) 
of Israel” (John 3:9). No one could make the Old

Only 10 percent of the 
American 

population hold biblical 
views concerning 

salvation and what it 
means to be a Christian. 

One can be orthodox in 
their docrine and still 

not a Christian.
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Testament Scriptures understandable like Nicode-
mus. Yet, Nicodemus had a serious and fatal flaw—
he did not have the reality of what he taught with-
in him. How could this happen? The answer is the 

same thing that is happening today—the 
removal, if not utter rejection of the ne-
cessity of the new birth.

Jesus said to this very religious man, 
“You must be born again” (John 3:7). 
Nicodemus had a form of godliness but 
he had denied the power of true godli-
ness. The words of the young man from 

Galilee confused Nicodemus; he didn’t understand 
what Jesus meant by, “born again” and “born of 
water and the Spirit.” How could such a premier 
teacher of the Bible not understand? Even Jesus asks 
him how this was possible, “ Are you the teacher of 
Israel, and do not know these things?” (John 3:10). 

Recently I was given the testimony of an evangeli-
cal pastor who had been preaching for 25 years but 
was not a true believer. He had not been born again. 
We are not talking about a liberal who denied the 
virgin birth or the inerrancy of Scripture, but one 
who upheld those doctrines, yet without salvation. 
He had the knowledge without the saving. You could 

say he had no saving knowledge of Jesus.

When salvation becomes nothing more 
than a decision made at the conclusion 
of a service or a prayer rehearsed over 
the airwaves, then salvation has been re-
duced to the natural. It is no longer some-
thing only God can do but man becomes 
quite capable to lift himself to God. This 
is the curse that plagues us. It is the rejec-
tion of the supernatural power of God in 
lieu of the natural power of human effort 
and psychology.

“You must be born again.” 
-Jesus

When salvation becomes 
nothing more than a 
decision made at the 

conclusion of a service 
or a prayer rehearsed 

over the airwaves, then 
salvation has been 

reduced to the natural.
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The modern church of America is so far from God 
that it refuses to wear sackcloth and ashes for ped-
dling this inferior salvation. It is too proud to know 
the shame of contradicting the Lord Jesus who said, 
“You must be born again.” The church needs a re-
vival of the doctrine of the necessity of the new 
birth if it is to experience genuine revival. There will 
be no real revival if this truth is refused its right-
ful place in gospel proclamation. There is no gospel 

without it.

There have been other times in our na-
tion’s history when the second birth was 
ignored and denied, and they were also 
times of severe spiritual decline. Deca-
dence reigned as much in many church-
es as in the streets. During these times 
church attendance dropped significantly 
as religion was mocked as a hand-me-
down no longer needed. 

Before the First Great Awakening of the 18th cen-
tury (late 1720s and lasted on and off through the 
early 1760s) the church condition was dismal ac-
cording to Rev. Samuel Blair, a pastor in Pennsyl-
vania. He said, “Religion lay as it were dying, and 
ready to expire its last breath of life in this part of 
the visible church.” This was the general consensus 
throughout the American colonies. 

One of the contributing factors was that many 
churches dropped from membership requirements 
the evidence of the new birth. The New England 
churches adopted a policy called the ‘Half-way Cov-
enant.’ A person could be a partial member of the 
church and be baptized without giving public tes-
timony and evidence that he or she had been con-
verted as long as his or her parents were converted. 
They were partial members and could not receive 
communion or vote on church matters. However, 
with time the children and grandchildren of those

There will be no real 
revival if this truth is 

refused its rightful place 
in gospel proclamation. 

There is no gospel 
without it.
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who were ‘half-way covenanters’ began to be the 
majority of the church.

They, too, had not evidenced conversion and were 
not able to participate in the church. The 
question of the day became could these 
be baptized and become partial mem-
bers of the church like their parents. 
The consensus was to confer upon them 
membership into the church. Within 
two generations the new birth had been 
severed from the Christian experience. 
Solomon Stoddard, grandfather of Jona-
than Edwards, went even further; he in-

stituted a policy in the Northampton church in Mas-
sachusetts that the children of half-wayers could 
go all the way; not only could they be baptized but 
they could enjoy the privilege of communion and 
voting. Full membership bestowed upon them by 
simply admitting they were Christians. 

The compromise on the necessity of being born 
again led to a precipitous drop in holiness and spiri-
tual power. The moral decay accelerated until God 
raised a few men who again discovered the new 
birth. Men such as Gilbert Tennent, Theodore Frel-
inghuysen, Jonathan Edwards and George White-
field began to sound the note of Christ, “you must 

be born again.” Their preaching was a 
return to the heart of the gospel—jus-
tification by faith alone. Along with the 
lost truth of justification by faith, they 
also proclaimed the necessity of God’s 
power to regenerate the sinner’s dead 
heart. The effect was amazing. In the 
first two years of revival fires spread-
ing in New England alone, the number 

of conversions was 20 percent of the population. If 
God were to do that today, it would mean over 60 
million people saved in a two years.

The compromise on the 
necessity of being born 

again led to a precipitous 
drop in holiness and 

spiritual power.
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As amazing as that is, it is even more amazing that 
a few decades after the Great Awakening the church 
again relaxed its demand on the necessity of the 
new birth and spiritual decline sank the new nation 

into a worse abyss than before. Reviv-
al historian J. Edwin Orr described the 
moral climate after the American Revo-
lution:

For the first time in the history of the 
American settlement, women were 
afraid to go out at night for fear of 
assault. Bank robberies were a daily 
occurrence. 

What about the churches? The Meth-
odists were losing more members 
than they were gaining. The Baptists 
said that they had their most wintry 
season. The Presbyterians in general 
assembly deplored the nation’s un-
godliness. In a typical Congregational 
church, the Rev. Samuel Shepherd of 
Lennos, Massachusetts, in sixteen 
years had not taken one young per-
son into fellowship. The Lutherans 
were so languishing that they dis-
cussed uniting with Episcopalians who 
were even worse off. The Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of New York, Bish-
op Samuel Provost, quit functioning; 
he had confirmed no one for so long 
that he decided he was out of work, 
so he took up other employment. The 
Chief Justice of the United States, 
John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop 
of Virginia, James Madison, that the 
Church ‘was too far gone ever to be 
redeemed.’ Voltaire averred and Tom 
Paine echoed, ‘Christianity will be for-
gotten in thirty years. 

Take the liberal arts colleges at that 
time. A poll taken at Harvard had 
discovered not one believer in the 
whole student body. They took a poll 
at Princeton, a much more evangeli-

A few decades after the 
Great Awakening the 

church again relaxed its 
demand on the necessity 

of the new birth and 
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cal place, where they discovered only 
two believers in the student body, 
and only five that did not belong to 
the filthy speech movement of that 
day. Students rioted. They held a 
mock communion at Williams College, 
and they put on antiChristian plays 
at Dartmouth. They burned down the 
Nassau Hall at Princeton. They forced 
the resignation of the president of 
Harvard. They took a Bible out of a lo-
cal Presbyterian church in New Jersey, 
and they burnt it in a public bonfire. 
Christians were so few on campus in 
the 1790s that they met in secret, 
like a communist cell, and kept their 
minutes in code so that no one would 
know. 

Despite the darkness, God again revived the young 
country with a return to the biblical doctrine of 
salvation, namely the vital need of the new birth. 
Oh, how it is needed yet again today! This nation 
has entered again into the dark and barren waste 

that exists when any people reject the 
gospel of Christ. A good portion of 
self-proclaimed Christians could not 
be identified as believers if it were not 
that their names were on a church roll. 
The new birth is absent and therefore 
no birthing in our churches. People are 
not converted—they are conned. They 
have believed the lie that says you can 
be a Christian without this experience.

And what is this new birth, this necessity of being 
born a second time? It is nothing short of a miracle. 
It is the mysterious work of God in the heart of a 
person. I must confess that I cannot explain its pow-
er or its work because it is a mystery. All I can tell 
you is that it transforms a man. He is no longer the 
same man born of a woman. This second birth is 
not physical, it transcends the mortal frame. It is su-

A good portion of self-
proclaimed Christians 
could not be identified 

as believers if it were not 
that their names were on 

a church roll.
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superior to it in every way. “That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spir-
it is spirit.” The flesh can only produce something 

that will die, but the Holy Spirit creates 
life without end. A baby born is ruined 
by the fall the moment it is takes its first 
breath, but he who has the breath of the 
Spirit upon him is made whole. He who 
is born of man is hell bound. But he who 
is born of God is made for heaven.

A. W. Tozer said the new birth was a 
man’s regenesis. He is generated a sec-

ond time. The first birth leaves a man dead in sin 
and thus God must recreate life out of nothing. 
There is nothing of goodness in the spirit or soul 
of the sinner. And so, just as the Lord generated 
the heavens and earth out of nothing, He does the 
same in the soul. It is the supernatural life of God 
deposited within the vacuous heart. 

That is why I sadly confess that so many of our 
churches are vessels of flesh rather than manna. The 
revelatory word of God is missing and no one is the 
wiser. If a new move of God is to be experienced by 
this generation, then God must speak. Sermons are 
not needed. We have been overrun with those. It is 
a fresh word from above that is needed. And when 

the word comes, then men, women, and 
children will be born from above. There 
will be no more stillbirths at our altars; 
no more shallow professions followed 
by unchanged lives. Rather, we will see 
people who have been transformed su-
pernaturally.

Have you been born a second time? 
Has the living God confronted you 

and put His life within? I did not ask if you have 
prayed a sinner’s prayer nor have you been bap-
tized? I do not care whether you have joined

The flesh can only 
produce something that 

will die, but the Holy Spirit 
creates life without end.
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a church but have you encountered God? “You must 
be born again.” You may be able to change your be-
havior but you cannot change your nature. You need 

a heavenly progenitor, one who will give 
you new life. 

If you have experienced this second 
birth, you will know a great change has 
come—you’ve been given the power 
to become the child of God with all its 
rights and privileges (John 1:12). You 
will experience a kinship with your 
heavenly Father. How do you know if 
this has taken place? Well, there again 
is the mystery of it. God imparts Him-
self and you have the awareness, the 
assurance that you are His. Peter says 

that God has, “begotten us again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead” (1 Peter 1:3). You have a hope in God as your 
Father, a hope that is not psychologically induced 
or emotionally sustained but is living, enduring by 
the supernatural power of God. Even in the time 
of doubts it remains. You still sense you are related 
to God. He is God but He also remains your Father. 
There is nothing in all of religion that can replace 
this. There is no substitute for the new birth—“you 
must be born again”!

You have a hope in God 
as your Father, a hope 

that is not psychologically 
induced or emotionally 
sustained but is living, 

enduring by the 
supernatural power 

of God.
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God justifies the ungodly
part two
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Now, observe further, that it must be so — that 
the salvation of God is for those who do not deserve 
it, and have no preparation for it. It is reasonable that 
the statement should be put in the Bible; for, dear 
friend, no others need justifying but those who have 
no justification of their own.

If any of my readers are perfectly righteous, they want 
no justifying. You feel that you are doing your duty 
well, and almost putting heaven under an obligation to you. What do you want with a 
Savior, or with mercy? What do you want with justification? You will be tired of my 
book by this time, for it will have no interest to you.

If any of you are giving yourselves such proud airs, listen to me for a little while. You 
will be lost, as sure as you are alive. You righteous men, whose righteousness is all of 
your own working, are either deceivers or deceived; for the Scripture cannot lie, it says 
plainly, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” 

I have no gospel to preach to the self-righteous, no, not a word of it. Jesus Christ 
Himself came not to call the righteous, and I am not going to do what He did not do. 
If I called you, you would not come, and, therefore, I will not call you. No, I bid you 
rather look at that righteousness of yours till you see what a delusion it is. It is not half 
so substantial as a cobweb. Flee from it! Oh believe that the only persons that can 
need justification are those who are not in themselves just! They need that something 
should be done for them to make them just before the judgment seat of God. Depend 

upon it, the Lord only does that which is needful. Infinite 
wisdom never attempts that which is unnecessary. Jesus 
never undertakes that which is not required. To make him 
just who is just is no work for God — that were a labor for 
a fool; but to make him just who is unjust — that is work 
for infinite love and mercy. To justify the ungodly — this 
is a miracle worthy of a God. And for certain it is so.

Now, look. If there be anywhere in the world a physician 
who has discovered amazing cures, to whom is that phy-
sician sent? To those who are perfectly healthy? I think 
not. Put him down in a district where there are no sick 

persons, and he feels that he is not in his place. There is nothing for him to do. “The 
whole have no need of a physician, but they that are sick.” Is it not equally clear that
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the great remedies of grace and redemp-
tion are for the sick in soul? They cannot 
be for the whole, for they cannot be of 
use to such.

If you, dear friend, feel that you are spiri-
tually sick, the Physician has come into 
the world for you. If you are altogether 
undone by reason of your sin, you are 
the very person the plan of salvation is 
aimed to help. I say that 
the Lord of love had you in 
His eye when He arranged 
the system of grace. 

Suppose a man of gener-
ous spirit were to resolve 
to forgive all those who 
were indebted to him; it 
is clear that he could only 
forgive those really in his 
debt. One person owes him a thousand 
pounds; another owes him fifty pounds; 
each one needs only to bring his account 
to be forgiven, and the liability is wiped 
out. But the most generous person can-
not forgive the debts of those who do not 
owe him anything. It is out of the power 
of Omnipotence to forgive where there is 
no sin. Pardon, therefore, cannot be for 
you who have no sin. Pardon must be for 
the guilty. Forgiveness must be for the 
sinful. It were absurd to talk of forgiv-
ing those who do not need forgiveness 
— pardoning those who have never of-
fended.

Do you think that you must be lost be-
cause you are a sinner? This is the reason 
why you can be saved. Because you own 
yourself to be a sinner I would encourage 

you to believe that grace is ordained for 
you and as you are. One of our hymn-
writers even dared to say:

A sinner is a sacred thing;
The Holy Ghost hath made him so.

It is truly so, that Jesus seeks and saves 
that which is lost. He died and made a 
real atonement for real sinners. When 

men are not playing with 
words, or calling them-
selves “miserable sin-
ners,” out of mere compli-
ment, I feel overjoyed to 
meet with them. I would 
be glad to talk all night to 
bona fide sinners. The inn 
of mercy never closes its 
doors upon such, neither 
weekdays nor Sunday. Our 

Lord Jesus did not die for imaginary sins, 
but His heart’s blood was spilt to wash 
out deep crimson stains, which nothing 
else can remove.

He that is a black sinner — he is the kind 
of man that Jesus Christ came to make 
white. A gospel preacher on one occa-
sion preached a sermon from, “Now also 
the ax is laid to the root of the trees,” 
and he delivered such a sermon that one 
of his hearers said to him, “One would 
have thought that you had been preach-
ing to criminals. Your sermon ought to 
have been delivered in the county jail.” 
“Oh, no,” said the good man, “if I were 
preaching in the county jail, I should 
not preach from that text, there I should 
preach ‘This is a faithful saying, and wor-
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
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came into the world to save sinners.’” 
Just so. The law is for the self-righteous, 
to humble their pride: the gospel is for 
the lost, to remove their despair.

If you are not lost, what do you want 
with a Savior? Should the shepherd go 
after those who never went astray? Why 
should the woman sweep her house for 
the bits of money that were never out of 
her purse? No, the medicine is for the 
diseased; the quickening is for the dead; 
the pardon is for the guilty; liberation is 
for those who are bound: the opening 
of eyes is for those who are blind. Why 
should the Savior die upon the cross, and 
the gospel of pardon be proclaimed if it 
is not based upon the supposition that 
men are guilty and worthy of condem-
nation? The sinner is the gospel’s reason 
for existence. 

You, my friend, to whom this word now 
comes, if you are undeserving, ill-de-
serving, hell-deserving, you are the sort 
of man for whom the gospel is ordained, 
and arranged, and proclaimed. God jus-
tifies the ungodly.

I would like to make this very plain. I 
hope that I have done so already; but 
still, plain as it is, it is only the Lord that 
can make a man see it. It does at first 
seem most amazing to an awakened man 
that salvation should really be for him as 
a lost and guilty one. He thinks that it 
must be for him as a penitent man, for-
getting that his penitence is a part of his 
salvation. “Oh,” says he, “but I must be 
this and that,” — all of which is true, for 
he shall be this and that as the result of 

salvation; but salvation comes to him be-
fore he has any of the results of salva-
tion. It comes to him, in fact, while he 
deserves only this bare, beggarly, base, 
abominable description, “ungodly.” That 
is all he is when God’s gospel comes to 
justify him.

May I, therefore, urge upon any who have 
no good thing about them — who fear 
that they have not even a good feeling, or 
anything whatever that can recommend 
them to God — that they will firmly be-
lieve that our gracious God is able and 
willing to take them without anything to 
recommend them, and to forgive them 
spontaneously, not because they are 
good, but because He is good. Does He 
not make His sun to shine on the evil as 
well as on the good? Does He not give 
fruitful seasons, 
and send the rain 
and the sunshine 
in their time upon 
the most ungodly 
nations? 

Even Sodom had 
its sun, and Go-
morrah had its 
dew. Oh friend, the great grace of God 
surpasses my conception and your con-
ception, and I would have you think 
worthily of it! As high as the heavens 
are above the earth; so high are God’s 
thoughts above our thoughts. He can 
abundantly pardon. Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners: forgive-
ness is for the guilty. 

Do not attempt to touch yourself up and

“The sinner is the 
gospel’s reason 
for existence.”
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make yourself something other than you 
really are; but come as you are to Him 
who justifies the ungodly. 

A great artist some short time ago had 
painted a part of the corporation of the 
city in which he lived, and he wanted, 
for historic purposes, to include in his 
picture certain characters well known in 
the town. A crossing-sweeper, unkempt, 
ragged, filthy, was known to everybody, 
and there was a suitable place for him in 
the picture. The artist said to this ragged 
and rugged individual, “I will pay you 

well if you 
will come 
down to my 
studio and 
let me take 
your like-
ness.” He 
came round 
in the morn-
ing, but he 
was soon 
sent about 

his business; for he had washed his face, 
and combed his hair, and donned a re-
spectable suit of clothes. He was needed 
as a beggar, and was not invited in any 
other capacity. 

Even so, the gospel will receive you into 
its halls if you come as a sinner, not oth-
erwise. Wait not for reformation, but 
come at once for salvation. God justifies 
the ungodly, and that takes you up where 
you now are: it meets you in your worst 
estate.

Come to your heavenly Father in all your 
sin and sinfulness. Come to Jesus just as 
you are, leprous, filthy, naked, neither fit 
to live nor fit to die. Come, you that are 
the very sweepings of creation; come, 
though you hardly dare to hope for any-
thing but death. Come, though despair is 
brooding over you, pressing upon your 
bosom like a horrible nightmare. Come 
and ask the Lord to justify another un-
godly one. Why should He not? Come for 
this great mercy of God is meant for such 
as you are. 

I put it in the language of the text, and 
I cannot put it more strongly: the Lord 
God Himself takes to Himself this gra-
cious title, “Him that justifies the un-
godly.” He makes just, and causes to be 
treated as just, those who by nature are 
ungodly. Is not that a wonderful word for 
you? Reader, do not delay till you have 
well considered this matter.

“God justifies the 
ungodly, and that 

takes you up where 
you now are: it meets 

you in your worst 
estate.”
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nEVER aLONE

Those were marching orders for missionary 
John G. Paton, a man called by God to go and 
share the Gospel with the cannibals living in 

the New Hebrides located in the South Pacific.
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For more than 30 years oF his liFe, John Paton lived with the can-
nibal tribes oF the new hebrides islands enduring endless sufferings, count-
less attempts on his life, sickness, depression, and even the loss of his first wife and 
child.  His laboring was not in vain, however, as at the end of his ministry amongst the 
cannibals, the entire island of Aniwa professed Christianity. Seven years before his 
death in 1907, Paton saw his work in print—the Aniwa New Testament—and teams 
of missionaries established on 25 of the 30 islands of the New Hebrides. Throughout 
the struggles, heartbreak and devastating loss, the words of his Savior, “lo, I am with 
you always,” were often the only words that would sustain John Paton in his decades 
of ministry among the savages on the Islands of Tanna and Anniwa.  

Paton was surely clinging to those very words whenever he 
first encountered the people of Tanna, for nothing in all of his 

years of ministry had prepared him for what he was 
about to witness. “The depths of Satan, outlined in 
the first chapter of the book of Romans, was uncov-
ered before our eyes in the daily life of the people 
without veil and without excuse,” Paton said in his 
autobiography, Paton – Missionary to the New Heb-
rides. “My first impressions drove me to the verge 
of utter dismay. On beholding these Natives in their 
pain and nakedness and misery, my heart was as 
full of horror as it was of pity.”

Paton began to doubt it was even possible 
to teach them the differences between right and wrong, much less convert 
them to Christianity. As he began to get to know the natives, he saw they 
were full of gods. Destitute of the knowledge of the true God, they were 
ceaselessly groping after Him and, by not being able to find Him, made idols 
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out of almost everything: trees, rocks, stones, 
springs and streams, insects and other beasts, men 
and departed spirits, clouds, volcanoes, and even 
relics such as hair and fingernails.

It would have been very easy for Paton and the 
other missionaries to quit, give up, and go home, 
and Paton considered it at first. But those thoughts 
soon faded as they began their work among the 
natives. God also began to do a work, not only in 
the heart of the cannibals, but in the hearts of the 
missionary team to genuinely love and serve them.
 
Their team sought the Lord diligently. As they be-
gan to try and learn the customs of the Tanna, God began to open the hearts of the 
savage women through the work that Paton’s wife, Mary, had begun with them. As the 
cannibals would watch this team, fear gave way to curiosity, and curiosity would soon 
give way to fascination. As the team began to learn their language, they found simple 
ways to communicate the Gospel to the natives.
  

Three months after their arrival, and during the early stages of their work among the 
Tannanese, Mary gave birth to their baby boy, and 19 days later she died from a tropi-
cal fever that would also claim the baby’s life when he was just 36 days old.

Stunned by that dreadful loss so soon after entering the ministry God so evidently 
called him into, Paton wrote, “My reason for a time almost seemed to give way. The 
fever laid a depressing and weakening hand upon me, continuously reoccurring, and at 
times I thought I was sure to die. But I was never altogether forsaken. The ever-merciful 
Lord sustained me, to lay the precious dust of my beloved into the same quiet grave 
together by the end of the house.”
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Certain that he would soon perish the same fate soon after, the words of His merciful 
Savior would be recalled to mind: “lo, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 
That promise gave him the strength to persevere, and despite sickness coupled with 
a deep depression over the loss of his family, Paton continued his work with the can-
nibals.  

Despite many attempts on his life, the loneliness that was starting to take its toll on 
him, and the sickness he would repeatedly encounter, the precious words of Jesus were 
the fountain from which he would deeply drink, and it was those very words – “lo, I 
am with you always,” that gave him life. 

The words of Jesus were the only thing He would of-
ten have, and they would be his only comfort as he 
suffered the loss of all things for the sake of know-
ing Christ Jesus, his Lord. Before Paton died, he re-
called the words of a dear friend who had warned 
him that if he left to do this work of the ministry, 
he was certain it would be his death.  He was re-
minded of the great and precious promises from Je-
sus that his hope even some thirty years prior was 
found only in Christ alone and that “lo, I am with 
you always.”

“You will be eaten by cannibals!” the man pleaded.

To which Paton replied “Mr. Dickson, you are advanced in years now, and your own 
prospect is soon to be laid in the grave, there to be eaten by worms. I confess to you, 
that if I can but live and die serving and honoring the Lord Jesus, it will make no dif-
ference to me whether I am eaten by cannibals or by worms, and in the Great Day my 
resurrection body will arise as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.”
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Around the world, children are considered outcasts, cursed and 
hopeless because they suffer from diseases that are:

Correctable.
Treatable.
Mendable.
Curable.

… And you can help.

CURE International transforms the lives of  disabled children and their families in the 
developing world through medical and spiritual healing, serving all by establishing specialty 

teaching hospitals, building partnerships and advocating for these children.

https://vimeo.com/13015094


since cure’s firsT hospiTal opened in kenya in 1998, sTaffed 
medical professionals in more than 27 countries have seen more than 1.9 mil-
lion patients, just like Jonathan and David.

“You’re born with a correctable disability in a developing world, but this is a condition 
you would absolutely have addressed if you were born in Texas, but it happens that you 
were born in Tanzania,” said Joel Worral, vice president of cure.org. “You’re not able to 
walk, you’re not able to contribute to your family. It’s very likely that you are seen as a 
curse by the community around you and perhaps even in your own family.” 

Some of the children’s parents are willing to care for them, while others aren’t so for-
tunate. Even if cared for by their family, the future is bleak 
and prospects of hope rare.

“We’re dealing with a 7 year old who is living 
with a correctable disability who is unable to walk 
and therefore unable to go to school,” Joel said. 
“You’re not going to go to school which means 
you’re not going to find a job which means you’re 
not going to have your own family which means 
you’re going to be, at least from an economic 

perspective in that society, being a beggar is probably the 
best thing you’ve got in front of you.”

CURE trains medical 
professionals, provides health 

care management, delivers 
babies, saves the lives of  
children with water on the 
brain and provides life and 

community-changing 
surgeries for children with 
hydrocephalus, clubfoot, 
cleft lip and palate, burn 

contractures, brain tumors, 
tuberculosis of  the spine, 

spina bifida and osteomyelitis. 

Photos courtesy of C
U
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E
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CURE is changing that reality. 

“What we’re providing is the highest quality care to the lowest per-
son on the lowest healthcare food 
chain in that country,” he said. “We are 
completely transforming what’s going 
to happen for that child as well as for 

that family, so now you recover and take care of your-
self properly and everything else will be up to you. Now 
mom doesn’t need to stay home in order to take care of 
you, she can be part of an economic contributing fac-
tor in your home. You get a chance to go to school and 
you’ve got a whole load of opportunities. It could change 
the outcome for your entire family, it could change the 
perspective of your village on viewing people who have 
these sorts of conditions, they’re not hopeless, it’s not a 
curse, you weren’t abandoned by God.

“These people are coming back very often with their 
hearts transformed as well because 
they’ve been introduced to who Je-
sus is and they’re carrying that message back with them as well. 
They now tell people it’s not just the randomness of life or, in their 
case, the tribal sense of evil spirits against them, but now they’re 
actually bringing in the concept of the God of the universe cre-
ated everything and loves me and that’s why these people helped 
me.”

This is not dramatic, Joel said, it’s real. And it’s happening every-
day.

While CURE reports the numbers as the organization has performed more than 
138,000 life-changing surgeries and trained more than 6,100 medical pro-
fessionals since 1998, but the number they most cherish is the 168,000 
professions of faith. 

“This is not someone who has raised their hand in an emotional moment,” 
Joel said firmly. “They made a commitment and we filter them back into 
some sort of discipleship through a local church. This is happening in our 
hospitals, but God is the one doing the work in people’s lives. We are the platform.” 
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“The God of  the 
universe created 
everything and 
loves me and 

that’s why these 
people helped 

me.”

http://cure.org/help-now/
https://vimeo.com/37803197


CURE provides ways for supporters to watch the progression of funding, surgery and 
healing through photos, stories, tweets and more, while providing interaction between 
funders and patients. 

“We’re really intentional about trying to find ways to use technol-
ogy, to use the Internet to sort of shrink the world and help you get 
closer to what it means and looks like to actually minister to these 
folks,” Joel said. “We want people sending get well wishes to our 
kids not because it’s something cool to do on the internet, although 
we think it is pretty cool, but because it’s actually a really useful, 
impactful part of what it means for us to do ministry. It speaks vol-
umes to the patients that someone who doesn’t know me would 
take the time to pay attention to what is happening to me, that they 
love me. It matters that there are people there in flesh and blood 
who are actually caring for me at the hospital, it also matters that 
there are people on the other side of the world that care enough to 
have contributed to my care and also it gave reached out to me in 
my recovery.”
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CONNECTING THE NATIONS

“It speaks 
volumes to the 
patients that 
someone who 

doesn’t know me 
would take the 

time to pay 
attention to what 

is happening 
to me.” 

CURE’s commitment to bringing not only physical healing to the world but spiritual, 
is outlined in their 50/50 pledge that says the organization practices a ministry with 
equal focus on providing the best possible surgical care to patients as a platform to 
share the Gospel with children and their families.

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

http://cure.org/curekids/getwell?cause_id=3656
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The organization uses “Christianity Explored,” a curriculum from the United King-
dom. However, the international organization, with numerous hospitals around the 
world, spans to countries closed to the Gospel, including some where being a Chris-
tian is illegal. 

In all cases and countries, CURE 
team members are intentional in 
sharing their faith in a way that 
makes sense in each environment, 
whether it be in countries like 
Kenya where people are open to 
Christianity and the Gospel, or in 
places like the United Arab Emir-
ates where the Gospel is illegal.

“In Kenya what we do in our evan-
gelism program is to organize lo-
cal pastors to actually have an outreach event, which is all focused around sharing the 
Gospel, but that sort of thing doesn’t happen in Afghanistan, where being a Christian 
is illegal,” Joel said. “There the Gospel is relational and the process of someone mak-
ing a decision to follow Christ in the context of Afghanistan is 
very different circumstance—it’s transformative in any situation, 
regardless of where you are—becoming a Christian there means 
that not only are you quite possibly going to be rejected by your 

family but there could actually be physical con-
sequences.”

Despite governmental laws and religious regu-
lations, God is working in Afghanistan to lead 
people to Himself.

“For us, evangelism (in Afghanistan) looks a lot 
more relational like say in an environment that is closed to the 
Gospel or more closed to the Gospel than in a setting like the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates where we’re seen as ‘the Christian hospital’,” 
he said. “In the UAE we’re really one of the (if not the) largest 
Christian presences on that peninsula and the entire region, in a 
sense that you can watch the Jesus film in the rooms while you’re 
staying at the hospital, and we have Bibles everywhere. There are 
people who come to our lobby just to read the Bible.

“Becoming a 
Christian in 
Afghanistan 

means that not 
only are you

 quite possibly 
going to be 

rejected by your 
family but there 
could actually be 

physical 
consequences.”

https://vimeo.com/53037988
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“We are there representing Jesus so the people we have on our spiritual ministry team 
take it seriously to build intentional relationships with people of all different 
economic and ethnic demographics. Because there are people from every 
different walks of life in that tiny little country called the UAE.”

The organization never tries to hide who they are or what their purpose is in 
coming to a country. 

“We always agree to abide by the laws of the land, but we also make it clear that we 
are a Christian organization and that we are here motivated by our faith and express-
ing that is absolutely a requirement for us operating,” Joel said. “We believe we have 
to do what Jesus would do in this situation, which is what we relay.”



Romania
Missionary
Fellowship

A voluntary partnership of churches and 
individuals to fulfill the Great Commission.
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In each issue, Editor Michael Durham picks a handful of resources 
off the “Christian” shelves to review. 

Click a resource below for review
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The Autobiography of Geoge Müller
 A Million and a Half in Answer to Prayer

Communion with the Triune God
By John Owen

In Light of Eternity: 
The Life of Leonard Ravenhill

By Mack Tomlinson
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Here is the truth: it starts with the Bible. 
If you believe the Bible is the Word of God—
and I do; furthermore, I believe the Bible is 
the inerrant Word of God. I believe it’s fully 
inspired and infallible. When I read my Bible 
and learn what Jesus taught and what Paul 
the Apostle taught, you see the overarching 
theme of the Bible. 

You start in the book of Genesis with a man, Adam, who was created in perfect har-
mony with God and that man sinned and plunged all of creation into sin and every man 
who has been born since then has been born a sinner. But God knew beforehand that 
Adam would sin and made a plan that He would send a second Adam, a better Adam, 
His Son, into the world to become a man to make right all the wrongs that Adam and 
every nation had committed. 

You fast-forward from Adam and you get to Babel. They wanted to make a tower to 
ascend into the clouds and exalt themselves, and God confounded the languages at 
Babel and spread the peoples all over the world. 

Then you read in the book of Revelation those peoples that have been scattered to 
every continent are brought together, and in harmony are singing praises to the Lamb 
that was slain. They are worshipping and exalting not themselves but Jesus Christ as 
Lord. 
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Jesus came to seek and save 
the lost. That means the lost 
that live in Kentucky, the lost 
that live in the United States, 
the lost that live in China, the 

lost that live all around the 
world.

“

”
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There is a lot that goes on in between, but the most important thing is Christ. He came 
to seek and save the lost. That means the lost that live in Kentucky, the lost that live in 
the United States, the lost that live in China, the lost that live all around the world. His 
business was to live the perfect life we couldn’t live, to die on the cross in our place 
and to secure salvation. And that is the theme of the Bible. Redemption is the theme 
and motive of all of Scripture.

When you begin to love the Lamb, Jesus, you begin to love the peoples. You begin to 
see the peoples through His eyes, as those who are lost sheep, and He’s the Lamb that 
died in their place. They’re the ones that need a Shepherd. They’re the ones that need 
to hear the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and you begin to see that every soul saved 
brings more glory to your Savior. Every soul that is saved can multiply this Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 

We don’t just go because it’s command we go out of love. If a person loves God and 
reads the Word, you can’t help but come away from that knowing we’re commanded 
to go, that our Savior is glorified when we go and that there is so many people who 
still have not heard and, if they die in their sins, apart from Christ they will suffer eter-
nal damnation. So you just put all those things together. I don’t see how you can be a 
Christian and not care about seeing the nations come to know this wonderful God we 
know or have a passion for that.



<
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I’m continuously thinking about missions; I am a pas-
tor. God has called me to be a pastor. I have wrestled 
at different times with a call to actually go to an in-
ternational context and be a missionary, and I believe 
God would have me be in North America.

One of the things . . . that is most on my heart is that first off we’ve got to be involved 
in missions. We don’t need to neglect Africa or Asia, South Asia, East Asia or the 
Middle East, but we also don’t need to neglect our own neighborhood, our own state, 
our own country. 

I’d like to disciple people who have a vision and a burden for all missions, for cross-
cultural missions in their own county, even. Where we’re at, there are a lot of Hispanic 
migrant workers; we have a lot of Indians who run various establishments, and Chi-
nese. We’re in a very rural area, but in the cities in North America what is happening 
now—and I’ve heard some say it this way—we’ve disobeyed the Great Commission; 
we didn’t go to the nations and tell all the nations about Christ, so Christ has brought 
the nations to us.”
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NEW YORK CITY

REAL LIFE EXAMPLE

The particular city in North America that 
I really have a heart for is New York City. In 
New York City there are around 800 spoken 
languages, just in one city. You have around 8 
million people in the city and around 22 mil-
lion people in the metro area, which includes 
parts of New Jersey and Connecticut. We went 
and worked with a church recently, and we’re 
hopefully going to do some work this summer, 
on Staten Island. Staten Island just had Hurri-
cane Sandy hit last year, and there are about 
500,000 people on Staten Island alone. That’s not the only evangelical work going on 
there, but that just shows a great need even in our own country. 

You can go into New York City and reach people from all over the world. I’ve been in 
parts of New York City where there were nothing but Indian people, nothing but Paki-
stani people, nothing but Chinese, nothing but Italians, and it’s like they are segmented 
in parts of the city. You can really do international missions in North America. 
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There is a man who had been working with West Africans, and was one of our Interna-
tional Mission Board missionaries, and while he was working with them he contracted 
a disease and had to be flown home. When he recovered, he returned and again con-
tracted the disease, so much so that it paralyzed him. He had to be flown home. He 
says it this way, “OK, Lord, I get the picture. I’ll stay here. But where can I reach West 
Africans here?”

He settled in New York City, a city with one of the largest populations of West Africans 
in North America. He began to pray and found where in the city the West Africans 
were. They are Muslim people and he prayed the Lord would help them to reach West 
Africans. It just so happened, the Lord led him, the first man he met was not only a 
West African but a believer from the particular tribe he was going to work with. It was 
more specific than just West Africa, it was a specific tribal people. He met one from 
there who was also a believer and had been praying for somebody to lead someone to 
him to help him in a discipleship relationship. 



They began a discipleship relationship and this West African man, who lives in New 
York City, sent back word to West Africa and opened up the whole tribe, the whole 
region. He gave them his car to drive around and gave the missionaries free access to 
where they could go into the mosques and teach the Bible. We had a lady missionary 
who was there and was unable to meet with one lady out of that area, and this guy 
from New York City sent back word and she immediately gained access and began 
leading the ladies in Bible studies. 

You can see how, through his testimony, we can reach key people or any people here 
even in North America from international areas that God can open doors wide open 
through North American missions with international people. I want to continue to be 
involved in trips wherever the Lord would lead me, wherever in the world, I’m com-
pletely open to that, but as far as the long-term strategy for my life, I would like to 
continue to be involved in missions in New York City and hope the Lord would let me 
reach people from the nations who would also be involved in making disciples back in 
their home countries. 
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“I was just a dumb kid—still am pretty dumb,” Stan said, reflecting on his grade school 
years. “I’m not smart, I’m just blessed. They basically just let me out of high school to 
get rid of me and pushed me on through the system.”

Mechanically inclined, Stan worked in jobs that utilized those talents until realization 
set in that it couldn’t consistently pay the bills for his small but growing family.

“On a gamble and a lot of great anxiety I applied to go back to school,” he said. “I was 
never a good student anyway, but by God’s grace I got accepted into this program.”

EDUCATION

LOOKING 

BACK

AND 

GOD’S 

PROVISION



During the two-year program Stan didn’t work because he was forced to learn to study 
and discipline himself to make it through.

Tears streamed down his face as he recounted the provision of His heavenly Father 
through his time in school when the bills were piled high beyond their ability to pay, 
but never higher than their faith.

“It was one of the hardest things I’ve ever done,” Stan said. “I took all the student loans 
and grants that I could. Our apartment cost us $250 a month and another blessing is 
that they paid for all our utilities and electricity, the only thing we had to pay for was 
our telephone, but even at that, $250 a month a lot of times was really hard.

(My wife) shopped for bar-
gains (to this day she still 
does) and a lot of times 
those five-for-$1 burritos 
were our meal. We ate a 
bunch of baked potatoes 
and we would get Cheerios 
pretty often and that was, 
a lot of times, all we had.” 

Sometimes the family 
would receive a care pack-
age from back home that 
would give them some-

thing different to eat, but God always sustained the McDonalds physically and finan-
cially. 

“We were always able to pay our rent,” Stan said as tears continued to fall. “That was 
one of the biggest faith builders and something that really got us centered on God. 
There were a lot of times we didn’t have the money and the rent would be due and we 
prayed. We would just say to God that we didn’t have it. 

“This happened more than once. I remember one month specifically, when I asked God 
for $251, enough to pay our rent and I think that one (extra) dollar was so we could go 
buy some more of those burritos. That particular month we prayed for it all the while 
wondering what we were going to do if we didn’t get the money.

GOD’S PROVISION
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“All the what-ifs were there, and looking back, you can see the enemy trying to create 
anxiety and doubt and fear, and a lot of times he is successful. But God has more abil-
ity than the enemy and we pushed through and that particular month when we asked 
for $251 it came.

“It came through the mail 
in an envelope in cash,” 
Stan said as a fountain of 
tears fell from his cheeks. 
“It was just another ex-
pression of God’s love for 
us and it didn’t only hap-
pen just once, it happened 
several months during that 
year when we didn’t have 
the money. God kept using 
the post office. God gave 
us what we needed when 
we needed it, we never 
were late for paying rent and all the letters were hand written on the envelopes and 
they varied as far as style, but there never was a return address and every post mark 
they stamp it with, where you can usually read where it came from and the date and 
the time, that ink they stamp, they were always smudged and you could never tell 
where they came from. 

“God was using that to help us trust Him. I guess that was the biggest impact of that 
year, it was not the school, not the training, but it was being dependent on Him and 
Him being faithful. It was huge for me, but I’m thankful for Cindy being able to see it 
and Camillia being able to see His faithfulness.”
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life on

“So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only 
the Gospel of God but also our very selves, because you had become very dear to us.” 

-1 Thessalonians 2:8
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whIle god Is the author and fInIsher of faIth and the 
Divine Overseer of a changed life, many people contributed to His work and poured 
into the Burkeys through discipleship, edification and pushing them continually to the 
cross. 

“God truly used so many people and is still using them in our lives to bring us to Him,” 
Jayna said. “He did a huge turnaround in our lives. We started living for the Lord and 
started to understand what that looked like. He changed our music, He changed our 
clothes, He changed what our home looked like and what we were watching on TV and 
our desire to be at church.” 

Clothed in compassion, humility and love, the Burkeys are compelled by the love of 
Christ to serve others and because He loves, they love. 

“We genuinely want to love on these kids (at Hardin Baptist) whether they be high 
school or college or whatever,” Jayna said. “We just have a love for people, and we 
know we have a love for people because Christ loves us where we are. And He doesn’t 
love us for our outer beauty; He loves us for the inside, who we are. It makes it easy 
to love on other people when you have the love of Christ in 
you because you know that He loved you and met you where 
you are and change comes from the inside out. He comes and 
works from the inside and that starts to show on the outside 
who we are. We just want to be the fragrance of Christ. We 
want to show people what He’s done for us.”

However, the encouragement is a two-way street.

“It’s inspiring, too, when you see high school and college-aged 
people who have a heart for the Lord and you see how they are 
moving forward in their intimacy with Him and it inspires us 
too,” Jimbo said. “It’s not just our hearts being poured into them, in turn God shows 
us love, the same love we have they have, and they’re pouring it into us and other kids. 
If we can help inspire them and encourage them with what God has done in our (lives), 
we will. Whether it’s a chance to sit for two minutes and just share our life story with 
them and what God’s done in us and through us, if it will help inspire them, we want 
to do it.”

Opening their home,
Opening their heart,
Sharing the Gospel,

Sharing their life
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forever

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

-2 Corinthians 5:17
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adopted at 6 weeks old, Jayna was raIsed by a lovIng father 
and mother who instilled a love for family and the Lord within her. Her dad was called 
to the ministry in 1988, around the same time Jayna and Jimbo began dating.

Growing up, Jimbo believed he was saved as a 9 year old at vacation Bible school and 
Jayna thought her salvation came at age 16, but neither experienced a changed heart 
until God intervened in their lives in 2000 and 2008 and brought redeeming and last-
ing life. 

Jimbo and Jayna married in September 1989, four months after high school gradua-
tion. When God sovereignly brought them together, they weren’t seeking the Lord; 
nevertheless, their union was for good, and through it and the birth of their daughter, 
Torri, He changed their hearts.

“We had always gone to church so we had always heard the 
Word, but we weren’t truly rooted and grounded in His Word 
and weren’t really living for Him,” Jayna said. “I don’t think 
we honestly knew how to live for Him. We didn’t get discipled 
until about close to the year 2000 when this couple at church 
and our Sunday School teacher took us under their wing. That’s 
when God began to stir our hearts and change our desires 
and (change) what we were doing with our lives. (Discipleship) 
made us desire Him more.” 

Soon after, the family moved to a church nearby their Hardin, Kentucky, home—Har-
din Baptist. 

Raised by a single mom who was divorced when he was 2, Jimbo never really knew his 
dad but was poured into by a loving and wise grandfather who constantly brought him 
into his small wood shop and teaching him much more than wood crafting.

“I remember seeing him read his Bible and knowing there was more to life than what 
I was doing,” Jimbo said. “As we continued through the small church we went to and 
then God taking us to Hardin (Baptist Church), it took years for God to work in us. We 
don’t have that ‘per se’ day and time, but God is continually showing us through mul-
tiple people and things that we are worthy and that (His) grace is sufficient above all. 
It took years for us to realize that, but praise God that we know that without a doubt. 
He has totally changed our lives.”
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Of all the extensive writings of the pu-
ritan, John Owen, this volume is my 
favorite. Owen magnificently brings 
forth the triune God in His love and 
sweetness, making the reader’s heart 
warm. This is a remarkable book that 
unlocks some of the deeper truths of 
the love of God and how He has mani-
fested to us. It will draw you into seek-
ing more fellowship with God.

One of the great values of this work 
by Owen is that he tears away unbib-
lical mysticism from communion with 
God without removing the mystery of 
the subjective relationship with God 
as so many reformed writers are prone 
to do today. For example, Owen shows 
by Scripture that one of the means of 
communion with God the Father is to 
meditate on God’s love for us. Owen 
writes,

Eye the Father as love; look not on him as an always lowering father, but as 
one most kind and tender. Let us look on him by faith, as one that hath had 
thoughts of kindness towards us from everlasting. It is misapprehension of God 
that makes any run from him, who have the least breathing wrought in them 
after him. “They that know thee will put their trust in thee” . . . Would a soul 
continually eye his everlasting tenderness and compassion, his thought of kind-
ness that have been from of old, his present gracious acceptance, it could not 
bear an hour’s absence from him; whereas now, perhaps, it cannot watch with 
him one hour. Let, then, this be the saints’ first notion of the Father,—as one of 
full of eternal, free love towards them.

What a splendid paragraph! Yet, as you might have noticed if you tried to plow through the 
entire paragraph, Owen is a bit difficult to read. His writing style is of his time period, the 
seventeenth century. Of all the puritans, Owen’s personal style is the most complex. He 
loves words and uses as many as he can in one sentence.

However, the reader need not despair! Editors Kelly M. Kapic and Justin Taylor make Ow-
en’s words more accessible to the modern reader. They updated the English without revis-
ing or paraphrasing Owen. Owen is still speaking. In fact, I think they could have updated 
even more without doing harm. The logic of Owen is sometimes difficult to follow, mak-
ing the book still a challenge, but one every serious Christian ought to accept. You can 
get Kapic and Taylor’s edited version, Communion With the Triune God at most Christian 
bookstores, or you can order it online on Amazon.
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Communion with the Triune God
By John Owen
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Leonard Ravenhill was, if anything, a 
modern-day prophet. His message had 
the thunder of an Elijah and the com-
passion of a Jeremiah. Born and reared 
in England and taught by the master of 
prayer and spiritual devotion, Samuel 
Chadwick, Ravenhill became a power-
ful evangelist. He and a small band of 
itinerant preachers traveled the coun-
tryside of England, preaching protract-
ed meetings and starting churches from 
the many converts. Feeling the call of 
God to America, he crossed the Atlan-
tic and became very good friends with 
A.W. Tozer. Ravenhill often credited Toz-
er as being one of his mentors. 

The author, Mack Tomlinson, poured 
many hours of labor into research for 
this book, including a trip to England to 
interview people who knew Ravenhill 

in his earlier ministry. The book is faithful to the tenor of the man and the ministry. Tomlin-
son intended the book to not just be about Ravenhill but to allow Ravenhill, though dead, 
to still speak. Several chapters are devoted to topics of Christian importance, and through 
the author’s pen, Ravenhill again preaches to the reader. 

This is a book that will drive you to prayer. You will read it with the sense of God’s convic-
tion and with the passion that characterized Leonard Ravenhill’s life. You can secure your 
copy from ravenhillbiography.com.
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The Autobiography of Geoge Müller
 A Million and a Half in Answer to Prayer

This autobiography is the complete jour-
nal of George Müller and not the very con-
densed paperback edition. For years this 
volume was out of print and almost im-
possible to secure. However, thanks to the 
hard work of Mack Tomlinson, it is back in 
print and available. This volume is one the 
great Christian classics that no library 
should be without. In the first part, Müller 
retells his childhood and early adult life 
leading up to his conversion. A flagrant 
rebel, Müller found himself in trouble 
with the law, but was found by the Savior. 
The book then tells of his early ministry, 
marriage and how he came to start the 
orphan ministry. From that point the book 
changes from a narrative account to more 
journal entries, letting the reader in on 
the internal work of God in the life of one 
of God’s choicest saints. Müller is often 
called the “modern apostle of faith.” 

Yet, Müller is transparent enough for you to see that his faith was not without struggle. You 
see and feel his journey to become a man of simple, childlike faith. Now and again he inserted 
awesome treasures of instruction on a variety of subjects. These alone are worth the price of 
the book. 

One caution about the book is its length. Most of its 758 pages reads like a journal, making it 
not the easiest read. But is worth the effort to pace yourself through every page. It is one of 
the best Christian autobiographies and thankfully it is available once again. You can secure 
your copy from Granted Ministries at grantedministries.org/autobiography-of-george-muller-
george-muller.
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Favorite sermon from another pastor?
    One of the most memorable sermons for me of late is one that Bro. Michael Mor-
row preached entitled something like, Jesus Our Older Brother from Hebrews. My 
favorite preacher to listen to week in and week out is Alistair Begg.
 

Favorite book?
    Picking a favorite book is kind of like picking a favorite kid. However, there are 
a few books that I have read more than once and intend to read again in the future. 
I am personally challenged by Richard Baxter and Charles Spurgeon as models of 
faithful ministers. Therefore, two of my favorite books are The Reformed Pastor by 
Baxter and The Soul Winner by Charles Spurgeon. I also believe that Instruments 
in the Redeemer’s Hand by Paul Tripp and Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian 
Life by Don Whitney are extremely valuable to the church and ministry. In the area 
of missions I have read A Vision for Missions by Tom Wells multiple times, and 
love it for its impact, succinctness, and clarity. One final author to mention is E. M. 
Bounds. His book Power Through Prayer challenges me every time I read it. These 
are just a few of the most notable books in my personal life.
 

Favorite worship song?
    Again, picking a favorite is a difficult thing for me. Often, my favorite worship 
song is the one I am currently singing. However, I would hate to imagine a church 
that never sang It is Well With My Soul.
 

Favorite blog?
    I’m not exactly a blog reader these days. Most of my reading is for sermon prepa-
ration, news related, or what is required for my degree. However, I do receive Jus-
tin Taylor’s daily e-mail from the Gospel Coalition, entitled Between Two Worlds. 
It seems there is usually some article or event or product that I find to be worth a 
look.

 
Favorite author?
    My favorite author right now is David Hesselgrave. I plan on reading everything 
he has ever written in hopes of using his work in my Dissertation. However, some 
one else who doesn’t seem to waste a paragraph is Paul Tripp, especially in his 
book, Instrument’s in the Redeemer’s Hand.
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