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Dear Reader,

From The Editor

Welcome to the spring edition of The Expositor. We are very thankful to the Lord for your
desire to receive this small publication. It is a blessing to have the opportunity to contribute
to your understanding and experience of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have striven to obey
the Lord in the composition of this magazine. Much care has been given to the writing and
selection of articles.
Revival is the theme of this edition. Is your church experiencing the supernatural? Is God
manifesting Himself through even the weakest members of the body? If not, then a work
of renewal is necessary. The articles found within this volume give signs and evidences of
the need for revival. But not just corporate revival! Within the pages you now hold there is
also information to help you determine whether or not you need spiritual renewal. I pray
you read them prayerfully and honestly. Evoke the Spirit of light to search your heart to
reveal whether you are fascinated with Christ more than anything else.
Since our last publication, I have preached three meetings and have seen the Lord revive
several individuals, as well as see many testify of saving faith. When in a meeting—where
you are only there a few days—it is difficult to know the depth of the experiences people
claim to have. But I can say that there appeared to be a good measure of God’s reality in
each meeting. My faith was greatly encouraged that spiritual renewal, or revival, is the will
of God for His people. Whether that would lead to an awakening remains in the hands of
our God who can be trusted to do all things well. But I am assured that true believers can
have as much of the Spirit of God and His control as they want. The question is, how much
do you want?
There is one article that departs from the theme and is an important announcement about
the ministry of Real Truth Matters. We are greatly excited about this news, but we also
stand in great need.
Thanks are due to contributors for their aid; to those who tell their family and friends about
The Expositor encouraging them to subscribe; to the new subscribers; and to any who
help us in this endeavor. We hope to improve the publication in the months to come. Your
comments and suggestions are most welcomed.
Now unto the God and Father of all the saints be all thanksgiving and praise, “who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” Amen.
Heartily yours,
S. Michael Durham

THE
EVIDENCES
OF THE NEED
FOR REVIVAL
By
S. Michael Durham
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T

he need for revival among many of the saints of
God in America is to this writer obvious. That is
not to say that many of the people of God are not
growing and progressing with God. And the need for
revival does not necessarily mean the bride of Christ is
altogether weakened and blighted. I would argue that
the church of Jesus Christ is prospering as she always
has. The Spirit of God is moving in many places in
the world. China and Africa are experiencing dynamic
gains in spite of the suppression of governments and the
persecution of hell. But the overall health of the church
at large does not remove the possibility that parts of the
body of Christ are sick, weak, and in need of attention.
Even the Apostle Paul acknowledged the same about
one local church when he said of them, “many are weak
and sick among you” (1 Corinthians 11:30).

good or sound very scientific) versus a fancy modern
pill that makes me worse. The popular Christianity of
our times has too many deadly side effects and should
not be taken.
But, as I stated in the last The Expositor, a majority of
members unconverted in American churches has little
to do with revival. This problem can only be resolved by
an awakening where religious sinners are made to know
their true condition by sound biblical proclamation.
Religious sinners don’t need revival for the simple
fact you cannot revive something or someone who has
never lived. Revival presupposes life; it offers a return
to vitality.
We have already determined only those who have
experienced the quickening life of the Spirit can be
revived. There are many good churches, pastors, and
church members that have had the wind of the Spirit
blow upon their lifeless souls resulting in the new birth,
but now are not walking in spiritual health. They need
revival. It is the group that has life, but is sick, that this
article discusses. If spiritual vitality is a memory and
not a current experience, then I wish to speak to you.

In North America and Europe, spiritual weakness
is widespread. No doubt the major problem of
Christendom in this part of the world has been the
erosion of true gospel proclamation. The gospel of
Christ has been diluted in order to gain a larger hearing
and acceptance. The thinking is if we will only lessen
the severity of Christianity by removing its offense, we
will reach more. But how much sense does this make?
It’s like a physician cutting the strength of his medicine
so that he will have more to give. Or perhaps the taste
of the medicine is too unpleasant and diluting it will
remove some of the unpleasantness. In either case
the suggestion is to take the only thing that can save
people’s lives and dilute its strength in order for more
people to take it. The only problem is if you dilute the
medicine’s strength it no longer has the power to save
anyone. This is what has happened in many pulpits, and
it is absolutely nonsensical.

The Imperceptibility of Spiritual Decline
One can lose spiritual ground before he or she recognizes
something is wrong. Samson illustrates this. He didn’t
feel different after the anointing departed, and he couldn’t
tell that it had left until his strength failed and his enemies
had captured him. The Bible says, “And she said, ‘The
Philistines are upon you, Samson!’ So he awoke from his
sleep, and said, ‘I will go out as before, at other times,
and shake myself free!’ But he did not know that the
LORD had departed from him” (Judges 16:20).

The problem is some think we are too sophisticated
for a simple gospel of repentance and faith. It would
seem to them giving people the unadulterated gospel of
our forefathers is like giving the sick an old homemade
herbal remedy. It is said we need a more modern
solution, one that is up to date and not so archaic. But
the evidence states this more modern prescription
for the sinner is not working, and the result is a large
number of people entering the membership of churches
not truly converted. I would rather have an oldfashioned remedy that worked (even if it didn’t taste

The same is true for many Christians; they are in need
of revival and don’t know it. They would deem their
Christian lives good. Maybe not as good as could be,
but for them they think they’re doing well. What leads
a believer in spiritual decline to not recognize his loss
of vitality? There are several reasons why the average
Christian does not at first identify the decline.
Mainly, the imperceptibility is because the work
of God’s grace continues. The grace of God is still
operative. It’s true you may not experience grace to
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You may be the strongest member of the “amen corner”
of your church and be in dire need of spiritual renewal.

All one has to do to
spiritually decline is nothing,
absolutely nothing.

Normally people equate spiritual decline with
scandalous sins or a loss of involvement in church. But
these are not the real markers of a downturn. All one
has to do to spiritually decline is nothing—absolutely
nothing. The moment I stop fighting against unbelief,
the second I relax and stop pursuing Christ, I’ve already
the degree you once did, but make no mistake, grace
begun to trust in myself and that is spiritual declension.
is given to every Christian. Believers live in the realm
of grace. The Lord’s mercies do not take leave the What then are the real indicators of a deterioration of
moment one begins to regress. Thus, the goodness of devotion? There are several telltale signs of spiritual
God continues. And since it does, it is not difficult to decline, indicators for the need of revival. It is important
see why you could think all is spiritually sound.
that we learn these signs and learn to recognize them in
our own hearts.

Another reason why it is sometimes difficult to
perceive one’s own spiritual decline is belief in God’s
word remains. The understanding of Scripture does
not evaporate with the lost of first love. The Ephesian
church remained doctrinally sound even though her
heart did not. Surprisingly, you can actually grow in
the knowledge of the Bible and still be drifting away
from Christ. You may conclude, “If I am growing in my
understanding of doctrine, then I must be walking with
Christ.” But that is a false conclusion.

Signs of the Need for Revival in a Local Church
Let us first look at the signs of the need for revival in a
corporate body of believers, and then we will observe
the evidences for the need for revival in an individual.
The first sign is a general prayerlessness. As I’ve already
said prayer may continue in the life of a backslidden
Christian, the same is true for a church. What I mean by
prayerlessness is a loss of joy in prayer. Prayer is limited
to form and mechanics. It becomes a matter of duty and
not delight. When prayer is no longer the main work
of a Christian or church, spiritual decline has occurred.
Look at your church’s regular prayer meeting, if there
is one, and you will see what I mean. The little praying
that is done is mechanical. There is no warmth of heart,
no reality of the Spirit’s aid. Very few are willing to
pray publicly and those that do lack intensity. It’s like
trying to cook without heat. Little is accomplished.

What’s wrong is a failure to see that knowledge about
someone is different than knowing a person. Learning
more facts about God and the Bible is not the same
as learning intimacy with the God of the Bible. There
have been many examples throughout church history
of men who were great theologians, preachers, and
church leaders that made shipwreck of their lives.
They progressed in knowledge and ministry, while they
justified their sin. The Pharisees were very rigorous in
their pursuit of rightness, yet they were so blind that Another indication of the need for revival is the lack
of conviction over sin. In the churches Christ rebuked
they could not see Jesus for who He really was.
in Revelation, people were sinning with no sense of
One last camouflage that hides spiritual declension is remorse. There was even some open sin. Wherever the
the practice of outward forms of worship and service. Holy Spirit is working there will be a work of conviction
A person does not have to stop going to church to be of sin: “And when He has come, He will convict the
declining spiritually. You can sing in the choir, teach world of sin” (John 16:8).
Sunday School or preach while you digress. You may
continue to faithfully read your Bible and maintain a How easy to explain our sin rather than expel it when
prayer life. These things often do not stop. Unfortunately, backslidden! It is much easier to rationalize it than
we have come to think that these things would stop if repent of it. Can this be anything but a lost zeal for
we were really backslidden. But such is not the case. holiness, which is indicative of the need for revival?
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God’s presence manifested always leads to seriousness,
not just about sin but about holiness. His presence
motivates a passion for purity, an excitement for
excellence, and a fervor for faithfulness. Should we
not pray with the psalmist, “Restore us, O LORD God
of hosts; Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be
saved!” (Psalms 80:19)?

allows a person to be able to rejoice even though his
circumstances have caused much sorrow. Therefore,
one can be joyful but not happy at the same time.

So when a Christian is in spiritual decline, his satisfaction
in his relationship with Christ wanes. Contentment with
Christ has subsided if not taken its leave. Prayer has lost
its vitality. The Bible no longer speaks to the heart and
Yet, one more sign for the need of revival is the small reveals the reality of Christ. Joy in the fellowship of the
work of conversions of sinners. While we must not saints is not the same. The fulfillment once experienced
make numbers a litmus test for spiritual health, we has gone somewhere else for it is not in the heart of the
must not ignore the fact that when churches are healthy backslidden believer.
the gospel is advancing. The light of the gospel in the
life of Christians will have light’s impact—it will repel No hunger for these things is also a sign that we are
darkness. When a church goes year after year and sees in need of revival. The appetite for the spiritual—or
no sinner birthed into the family, how can we say the loss thereof—is an excellent barometer of our spiritual
family is well? If Sarah’s dead womb—by the power of condition. When my hunger for other passions is
God—can bring an Isaac into the world, cannot God, stronger and more active than my passion for Christ,
by the church, bring sinners to life? Yes, and He will if then I am needy of a fresh supply of the Spirit of Christ.
like Sarah the church will believe God for such.
Another sign that revival is needed is a diminishing
or ceasing of violence against sin. The spiritually well
Signs of the Need for Revival in a Believer
Christian fights against sin wherever he finds it in his
Since a church is comprised of people, whatever soul. The spiritually ill Christian does not war against
is true of a local church will be true of many of its his lusts. He has come to a place where sin does not
members. The corporate signs for the need of revival aggravate him as before. The Apostle Peter pleads
can also be said of individuals. But in addition to with his readers to be at war with sin which is at war
those, I would like to list a few more that strike closer with us. He says in 1 Peter 2:11, “Beloved, I beg you
to a person’s heart.
as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts
which war against the soul.”
The first sign that a
Christian is in need Do you remember when your conscience was so alert to
of personal revival is even the appearance of sin that you resisted entertainment
the loss of joy. Joy is a that now you don’t find objectionable? You may argue
misunderstood word. and say that you have become more mature and those
We use the words things don’t bother you or tempt you. But does holiness
happiness and joy as make us more resistant to sin by enduring it or evading
if they were the same. it? Is holiness more vital when courting or mortifying
But they are not. the enemy? The Bible answers, “But put on the Lord
Joy is more a matter Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
of one’s attitude fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14).” “Abstain from every
while happiness is form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
a statement about a
person’s
emotions. Revival is needed the moment you simply relax your
Happiness is an emotion of lightheartedness or battle against your own lusts. It’s not that you approve of
giddiness because of the immediate circumstances. them; you don’t take them seriously. You excuse things
Joy is an attitude of satisfaction and contentment that that are not helpful to your spiritual growth because
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you don’t consider them to be sins. But if it does not aid your growth, then it must retard it. Paul explained that
something could be perfectly lawful for him to do, but not helpful. Therefore, he said he would “not be brought
under the power of any” (1 Corinthians 6:12). That’s how serious we should be about holiness. And when we are
not, we are in need of reviving.
The next sign of a loss of spiritual vitality is much like the last, a growing concern for the world and the things
of the world. Jesus warned that the cares of this world stifle spiritual growth: “the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22). Cultural thinking creeps into
the soul when no effort is made to resist it. That is why spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, and times of
solitude are wonderful means of grace to bring the body into subjection. They provide a way to detect what our
hearts really desire. They expose worldly thinking and fears.
An additional indicator I wish to mention is a growing confidence in oneself. This may appear as an assurance
not in Christ but in you to maintain your fellowship with God. Or it may arise as nothing more than a confidence
in yourself to provide what you or your family needs. When we are in need of revival, we often forget the Giver
of all blessings and we see our own hands as the provider. We simply manage our lives according to our wisdom
rather than acknowledge the Lord God in all things.
The last sign of the need for revival (for this article only—this list is far from exhaustive) is a growing unconcern
for others. This manifests itself as merely a preoccupation with your own problems. It doesn’t mean you stop
altogether being compassionate or that you have become completely calloused and uncaring. You don’t care
for others, as you should, because you have no time or energy for them. You are too engaged trying to meet
your own needs.
The desire to be preeminent is another way a growing unconcern for others can appear. When we desire to be
the greatest among peers, our hearts have turned inward. Others are not the concern. If we’re in this state, we
minister to others not out of love for them but out of love for ourselves—we want to be seen as the chief and
praised as such.
Truly, we can say of those who exhibit these signs of declension that they are in much need of renewal. Their
progress has ceased. It is indisputable that regression has set in. It is the loss of spiritual strength in the inward
man. Instead of the inward man being renewed day by day, he is being weakened day by day, until the heart feels
little fascination and delight in Christ or His kingdom.
I have striven to make your own spiritual decline so evident to you that you not miss it or excuse it. Have I spoken
of you? And have you not seen it? Have you thought that your spiritual state may have not been the best but surely
you were not backslidden? Has the Holy Spirit spoken and opened your eyes to your true spiritual condition? Do
you now see that you are in an unhealthy state? Your recovery depends upon you seeing this. Do not be afraid to
look at it, my friend. No matter how disgusting, no matter how pitiful you find your own heart, look deeply into it
and then quickly look to Jesus. Let yourself see what is true about you that you may not delay in going to the Lord;
He can and will heal your sickness. If you delay, your condition will worsen and your spiritual disease will be
evident not just to you but to all. It is far better to suffer the truth than to continue undisturbed in your backslidden
condition. Would you not now pray, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24)? Spiritual revival is
extended to you by the very One who saved you. It is His will to revive your lagging spirit. R M
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The Cry for Revival
By Robert Murray M’Cheyne

“Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejoice in thee?”
(Psalm 85:6).
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I

t is interesting to notice the time when this prayer
was offered. It was a time of mercy. “Lord, thou
hast been favorable unto thy land.” It was a time
when God had led many to the knowledge of Christ,
and covered many sins. “Thou has forgotten the
iniquity of thy people.” It was now they began to feel
their need of another visit of mercy — “Wilt thou not
revive us again?”

is dry and barren. Corruptions are strong: grace is
very weak.
Love to the brethren fades. United prayer is forsaken.
The little assembly no more appears beautiful.
Compassion for the unconverted is low and cold. Sin
is unrebuked, though committed under their eye. Christ
is not confessed before men. Perhaps the soul falls into
sin, and is afraid to return; it stays far off from God, and
lodges in the wilderness.

The thing prayed for. “Revive us again,” or literally,
return and make us live anew. It is the prayer of those
who have received some life, but feel their need of
more. They had been made alive by the Holy Spirit.
They felt the sweetness and excellence of this new,
hidden, divine life. They pant for more — “Wilt thou
not revive us again?”

Ah! this is the case, I fear, with many. It is a fearfully
dangerous time. Nothing but a visit of the free Spirit to
your soul can persuade you to return. Is it not a time for
this prayer — “Wilt thou not revive us again?”

2. A time of temptation. The soul of a believer needs
The argument presented. “That thy people may rejoice grace every moment. “By the grace of God I am what
in thee.” They plead with God to do this for the sake of I am.” But there are times when he needs more grace
His people, that their joy may be full; and that it may be than at other times. Just as the body continually needs
in the Lord — in the Lord their righteousness — in the food; but there are times when it needs food more than
at others — times of great bodily exertion, when all the
Lord their strength.
powers are to be put forth.
I. When this Prayer is Needed.
Sometimes the soul of a believer is exposed to hot
1. In a time of backsliding. There are times when, like persecution. Reproach breaks the heart; or it beats like a
Ephesus, many of God’s children lose their first love. scorching sun upon the head. “For my love they are my
Iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes cold. adversaries.” Sometimes they are God’s children who
Believers lose their close and tender walking with God. reproach us, and this is still harder to bear. The soul is
They lose their close and near communion with God. They ready to fret or sink under it.
go out of the holiest, and pray at a distance with a curtain
between. They lose their fervency, sweetness, and fullness Sometimes it is flattery that tempts the soul. The world
in secret prayer. They do not pour out their hearts to God. speaks well of us, and we are tempted to pride and
vanity. This is still worse to bear.
They have lost their clear discovery of Christ. They see
Him but dimly. They have lost the sight of His beauty Sometimes Satan strives within us, by stirring up
— the savor of His good ointment — the hold of His fearful corruptions, till there is a tempest within. Oh,
garment. They seek Him, but find Him not. They cannot is there a tempted soul here? Jesus prays for thee. Pray
for thyself. You need more peace. Nothing but the oil
stir up the heart to lay hold on Christ.
of the Spirit will feed the fire of grace when Satan is
The Spirit dwells scantily in their soul. The living casting water on it. Send up this cry, “Wilt thou not
water seems almost dried up within them. The soul revive us again?”
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3. A time of concern. “Ask ye of the Lord rain in the
time of the latter rain.” When God begins a time of
concern in a place — when the dew is beginning to fall
— then is the time to pray, Lord stay not thine hand —
give us a full shower — leave not one dry. “Wilt thou
not revive us again?”

moment” — like the constant supply which the branch
receives from the vine. These are the happiest and most
even Christians. Others have flood-tides of the Spirit
carrying them higher and higher. Sometimes they get
more in a day than for months before. In the one of these
grace is like a river; in the other, it is like the shower
coming down in its season. Still, in both there is need of
revival. The natural heart in all is prone to wither. Like
a garden in summer, it dries up unless watered. The
soul grows faint and weary in well-doing. Grace is not
natural to the heart. The old heart is always for dying
and fading. So the child of God needs to be continually
looking out, like Elijah’s servant, for the little cloud
over the sea. You need to be constantly pressing near
to the fountain of living waters; yea, lying down at the
well-head of salvation, and drinking the living water,
“Wilt thou not revive us again?”

II. Who Needs this Revival.
1. Ministers need it. Ministers are naturally hardhearted and unbelieving as other men (Mark 16:14),
so that Christ has often to upbraid them. Their faith is
all from above. They must receive from God all that
they give. In order to speak the truth with power, they
need a personal grasp of it. It is impossible to speak
with power from mere head knowledge, or even from
past experience. If we would speak with energy, it
must be from present feeling of the truth as it is in
Jesus. We cannot speak of the hidden manna unless
we have the taste of it in our mouth. We cannot speak
of the living water unless it be springing up with us.
Like John the Baptist, we must see Jesus coming,
and say, “Behold the Lamb of God.” We must speak
with Christ in our eye, as Stephen did. “I see Jesus
standing on the right hand of God.” We must speak
from present sense of pardon and access to God, or
our words will be cold and lifeless. But how can we
do this if we be not quickened from above? Ministers
are far more exposed to be cast down than other men;
they are standard-bearers, and Satan loves when a
standard-bearer fainteth. O, what need of full supplies
out of Christ’s fullness! Pray, beloved, that it may be
so. “Wilt thou not revive us again?”

3. Those that were awakened and have gone back,
need it. A drop fell from heaven upon their heart. They
trembled, wept, prayed. But the shower passed by, and
the rocky heart ceased to tremble. The eye again closed
in slumber; the lips forgot to pray. Ah, how common and
sad is this case! The King of Zion lifted up His voice
in this place and cried. Some that were in their graves
heard His voice, and began to live. But this passed by,
and now they sink back again into the grave of a dead
soul. Ah! this is a fearful state! to go back to death, to
love death, and wrong your own soul. What can save
such a one, but another call from Jesus. “Awake, thou
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light.” For your sake most of all I pray, “Wilt
thou not revive us again?”

2. God’s children need it. The divine life is all from
above. They have no life till they come to Christ. “Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood,
ye have no life in you.” Now this life is maintained by
union to Christ, and by getting fresh supplies every
moment out of His fullness. “He that eateth my flesh
and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me, and I in him.”
In some believers this life is maintained by a constant
inflowing of the Holy Spirit — “I will water it every

4. Barren fig-trees need it. Some of you have been planted
in this vineyard. You have enjoyed sun and shower. You
have passed through all this time of awakening without
being moved. You are still dead, barren, unconverted,
fruitless. Ah! there is for you no hope but in this prayer.
Ordinary times will not move you. Your heart is harder
than that of other men. What need have you to pray for
a deep, pure, effectual work of God, and that you may
not be passed by. Many of
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you would stand the shock much better now. You have grown experienced in resisting God, and quenching the
Spirit. Oh, pray for a time that will remove mountains. None but the Almighty Spirit can touch your hard heart.
“Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.” “Wilt thou not revive us again;
that thy people may rejoice in thee?”
III. The Effects of a Revival.
1. The Lord’s children rejoice in Him. They rejoice in Christ Jesus. The purest joy in the world is joy in Christ
Jesus. When the Spirit is poured down, His people get very near and clear views of the Lord Jesus. They eat His
flesh and drink His blood. They come to a personal cleaving to the Lord. They taste that the Lord is gracious. His
blood and righteousness appear infinitely perfect, full, and free to their soul. They sit under His shadow with great
delight. They rest in the clefts of the rock. Their defence is the munitions of rocks. They lean on the Beloved.
They find infinite strength in Him for the use of their soul — grace for grace — all they can need in any hour of
trial and suffering to the very end.
They go by Him to the Father. “We joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We find a portion there — a shield,
an exceeding great reward. This gives joy unspeakable and full of glory.
Now, God loves to see His children happy in Himself. He loves to see all our springs in Him. Take and plead that.
Oh, you would pray after a different manner if God were to pour water on the thirsty. You would tell him all, open
to Him all sorrows, joys, cares, comforts. All would be told to Him.
It would be sweeter to hear the cry of prayer in your closets, than to hear the sound of oaths and profane jesting,
and your hard speeches and reproaches of God’s children. Sweeter far to see your hearts panting after Christ, His
pardon, His holiness, His glory, than to see them burning after the world and its vain idols.
Oh, lift up your hearts to the Lord for such a time. Plead earnestly the promise, “I will pour my Spirit upon all flesh.”
Then this wilderness will become a fruitful field, and its name be, Jehovah-Shammah — the Lord is there. R M
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The Local Church:
The Center of Revival
by James Alexander Stewart
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I

n the New Testament we discover that God’s way
of revival is through renewals from within, so that
our local churches become centers of blessing. A
true spiritual awakening will revolutionize the spiritual
life of the local evangelical churches, and then in many
cases will revolutionize even liberal congregations. Any
movement that fails to deliver the local church from its
subnormal existence and raise it to a higher elevated
position in its ascended Lord has no true marks of a
New Testament revival.
How many sincere believers are ignorant of this
fundamental truth! They look for revival in the great
auditorium or tent, where thousands are gathered
together in a glorious evangelistic effort. The heavens
open and there is a wonderful sense of the Lord’s
presence in their midst, which has not been known for
years. “Surely,” they cry, “this is revival!” However,
one of the acid tests of a true spiritual [revival] is that
this mighty spiritual atmosphere be taken back to the
local churches.
Revival, as presented to us in the New Testament, is
not so much an individual experience as a collective
experience of born-again believers. How many times
down the years we have been sadly disappointed when
large united meetings, which have proved such a blessing
to us all, seemed to leave the local churches untouched.
The casual reader of the epistles will see that the center
of all God’s thought and testimony is located in these
local churches. If I heard that a mighty awakening had
taken place in a certain city I would not seek for revival
in some great hall, rented for the purpose of evangelistic
meetings: I would go direct to the evangelical churches
to see the fire of God burning there.
The purpose of a body is to express the character of the
person who inhabits the body. The peculiar mission of
the Church is to express the character and life of the Son
of God, and that is why a believer taught by the Spirit
will always pray, “O Lord, send revival in the body
of Christ!” We affirm once again that there can be no
revival anywhere other than in the Body. The purpose
of the Church is to gather, through her testimony of truth
and love, a people who, saved by grace, and separated
by the Holy Ghost from the world, are serving the Lord
and waiting for His coming (1 Thess. 1).
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Here is a thumbnail sketch of the type of local church
that revival produces.
IT WAS A STEADFAST CHURCH
These new-born babes continued. They continued
steadfastly. Continuance is always the test of
reality, and where a so-called revival cannot stand
that test it is wise to inquire as to the cause of the
failure. Sometimes a great desire to secure converts
for publicity reasons robs the Gospel message of
its drastic note. If we preach all the implications
of the Evangel we may have fewer conversions but
we will have genuine new-births. As Mr. Spurgeon
said to his students, “If God enables you to build
three thousand bricks into His spiritual temple in
one day, you may do it, but Peter has been the only
brick-layer who has accomplished that feat up to
the present. Do not go and paint the wooden wall
as if it were solid stone, but let all your building be
real, substantial, and true, for only this kind of work
is worth doing. Let all your building for God be like
that of the Apostle Paul” (1 Cor. 3:9-15).
The true mark of a real work of God is the steadfast
walk, day by day, of the new-born babes. We cannot
allow that backsliding is in any sense a corollary
to revival. It is only when the emotions are greatly
stirred, without a deep work of grace having been
wrought in the hearts of men, that backsliding is
inevitable. It is an utter impossibility to avoid deep
emotion in revival, as the Holy Spirit in them works
mightily, bringing eternal realities so vividly before
the people. But the true servants of the Lord must have
their animal natures crucified, so that the emotions
are under the control of the Spirit of God. The work
of the Spirit is quiet and deep. Any true saint who
spends hours before the throne will know that in his
closet intercession, it is when he is quietest in prayer
that the Spirit of God is speaking most mightily
to him. So it is in the large gathering. Excitement
must not be aimed at. There must be something
more solid. Although there was great excitement and
noise in these early days of the Church’s history, the
excitement was as incidental as is the dust when a
woman sweeps the house clean. It is the steady walk
that counts.

THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY IN
THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE AND THE
APOSTLES’ FELLOWSHIP
The Apostles’ doctrine was the doctrine they taught and
preached concerning the person and work of the Lord
Jesus, the Son of God. It is also called “The doctrine of
Christ” in 2 John 1:9. The apostles’ fellowship consisted
of all those who believed the apostles’ doctrine. It is
not possible to be a true member of a New Testament
church without believing in the apostles’ doctrine. All
true revival ministry is founded on the historic truths
concerning our Blessed Lord: His eternal Sonship,
His virgin birth, His sinless life, His vicarious death,
His bodily resurrection, and His glorious appearing.
All preaching in revival times is a reaffirmation of the
fundamental truths of our glorious redemption.
In a New Testament church the Word of God will be
honored and obeyed. Such will be not only a Biblebelieving but a Bible-loving church. Its leaders will
expound the truths of the Word of God from Genesis to
Revelation. Its members will have a deep appreciation
and spiritual penetration into divine Truth. Their
Christian life will not be based merely upon their own
experiences. They will be deep students of the Word.
They will not remain babes, but will rather become
giants as they digest the strong meat of the Word. How
sad it is today to see around us so many believers who
hardly spend a half-hour a day studying the Word for
themselves. How few believers can even give a clear
explanation of the truth of “adoption,” and yet this
is one of the most vital truths in the Christian life.
Too many of our church members remain immature,
babes, requiring to be spoon-fed by their pastors for
many years.

A true New Testament church
will always be mighty in prayer.
after the battle. They prayed that God would show them
His plan and that He would frustrate Satan’s plan. They
prayed that God would raise up workers. They prayed
that God would empower workers. They prayed that
God would send forth workers.
A true New Testament church will always be mighty in
prayer. Said George Mueller, when writing to Hudson
Taylor in China, “If you are going to take that province
for Christ, you must go forward on your knees.” One
of our desperate needs is the revival of the week-night
prayer meeting. How often I have heard the remark,
“Only a prayer meeting.” What is inferred by such
a statement? Surely it implies that there is nothing
important or interesting doing, as the Christians are
only going to talk with God! One of the mightiest
manifestations of the Spirit in revival power is the
resurrection of dead prayer meetings. The majority of
pastors would be pleasantly shocked and surprised if
even 50 per cent of their congregation turned out for the
week-night prayer meeting.
IT WAS AN OVERFLOWING CHURCH

They overflowed in liberality and praise. They
overflowed in liberality because they overflowed in
love. Their cups ran over with love to the Lord Jesus.
They knew the significance of the high cost of their
redemption. Gazing at Calvary, they could not hoard
up their money and hold on to their lands and houses.
The original text reveals that they continued to sell their
IT WAS A PRAYERFUL CHURCH
property and goods and continued to bring the money
When I was a young convert the first thing that struck and place it at the feet of the apostles. It was not mere
me when I was reading the Acts of the Apostles was the passing excitement, or the flush of a first love; it was
fact that these local assemblies lived in the atmosphere a deep realization of the glory of their salvation that
of prayer. Prayer meetings were the order of the day. caused them to give so generously.
They prayed on every occasion. They prayed for open
doors. They prayed for guidance and boldness in their What a great challenge to us today! If these Christians
ministry after they had passed through the open doors. in the first century needed to sell their possessions for
They prayed before the battle, during the battle, and the evangelization of a lost and dying world, how much
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more we who live in the twentieth century! While vast
continents still lie in midnight darkness, and hundreds
of millions have never heard the Gospel, surely if our
hearts were filled with His love and His passion we
would show forth the same response. ”I warn you,”
said A.J. Gordon, “that it will go hard with you at the
judgment seat if He finds your wealth hoarded up in
needless accumulations instead of being sacredly
devoted to giving the Gospel to the lost.”
They overflowed in praise. Their whole life was flooded
with praise. The assembly gatherings were characterized
by praise. They praised God for His glorious salvation.
They praised Him that they were counted worthy to be
ambassadors of the Lord Jesus. They praised Him that
they could suffer shame and reproach for His glory.
They praised Him that they had something to sacrifice
for the spread of the Gospel. Deep spirituality and
worship go hand in hand. How little praise there is in
our churches today! How refreshing it would be for a
group of churches to come together for a united praise
meeting. Such words related to the word “praise” as
price, prize, precious, appraise, appreciate, etc., help
us to understand better the full meaning of the term.
The saints bursting forth spontaneously into songs of
adoration and worship is one of the glories of revival.
Song leaders are not necessary during such times,
as the huge congregations sing over and over again
the songs of Zion which spring from their hearts. I
remember once dismissing an immense congregation in
Czechoslovakia twice in a single evening without any
success. I had finished preaching and pronounced the
benediction twice, but the believers went on praising
the Lord for over an hour after I had left the building.
IT WAS A POWERFUL CHURCH
It was powerful in its Gospel presentation. In one
day three thousand souls were saved, and on another
day about five thousand men and women. Today if a
church of three thousand members won one hundred
and twenty souls to Christ in one day some would
call that revival! Oh, dear child of God, a church that
is not a soul-winning church in not a New Testament
church. It is true that there are times of sowing as well
as times of reaping, but every pastor and every group of
believers should search their hearts industriously to see

why there is a dearth of conversions. It seems that Satan
has so drugged the Lord’s dear ones that they have no
deep concern and anguish in their lack of spiritual
results. How many assemblies accept with astonishing
calmness annual reports of so few, if any, conversions!
How inconsistent it is for churches back home,
who very rarely ever see the Lord add to their
membership, to expect a mighty harvest to be reaped
by the missionaries they support laboring in hostile
heathen lands! If they demand and expect a mighty
manifestation of the power of the Gospel among the
pagan population, should they not expect a mightier
demonstration in an evangelical atmosphere?
They were powerful in their holiness. “Great awe came
over the whole church, and over all that heard about
this…though people extolled them, not a soul from the
outside dared to join them. On the other hand, crowds
of men and women who believed in the Lord were
brought in” (Moffat). It was a powerful Church because
of the presence of the Holy Spirit in their midst. The sin
of Ananias and Sapphira was a frontal attack by Satan
to deny the deity of the Holy Spirit. When judgment
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was brought to bear upon these two, a holy awe fell upon saved and unsaved alike. So holy was this church that
hypocrites and unbelievers dared not join themselves to it. On the other hand, crowds of men and women who
were true believers were brought in.
How easy it is to receive the “right hand of fellowship” in our churches today! Without doubt this weakness is one
of the underlying causes of the subnormal church. Too many people are rushed to the altar. Too many people are
rushed into church membership without careful examination and instruction.
One of the mightiest warnings of A. J. Gordon to the church is as follows:
“We dwell too much on the attractions of Christianity, but rarely stop to think of the repulsions, which are
vitally necessary to its purity and permanence. If the Church of Christ draws to herself that which she cannot
assimilate to herself, her life is at once imperiled; for the body of believers must be at one with itself, though
it be at war with the world. Its purity and its power depend, first of all, upon its unity. So that if perchance the
Church shall attract without at the same time transforming them; if she shall attach them to her membership
without assimilating them to her life – she has only weakened herself by her additions. Such is the lesson
that is impressed upon us by the text “and of the rest durst no man join himself to them.”
The Church has just entered upon her first conquest. The Gospel is preached with a freeness and breadth of offer
unheard of before. Three thousand souls have been added to the Church in a single day. The tide of success is
rising higher. Is there not a danger that the infant Church may be overwhelmed in the tide of her own prosperity?
That upon the swelling wave of success the uncircumcised and the unclean may be born into her communion to
corrupt and destroy it? But look! Like a keen lightning flash the judgment of God falls in the midst of His mercies,
and the two who had “agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord” lie dead at the apostles’ feet. Is God about to
close the gate of mercy so recently opened, and to guard it with a flaming sword? No! Here is an exhibition of His
holiness in the midst of His free grace. And before this unsheathed sword of His holiness the multitude instantly
divides – a part thrust back, a part drawn nearer. No sincere disciples are repelled, for the record is that “believers
were the more added to the lord, multitudes of both men and women.”
The terror of the Lord puts afar off those who have not the love of the Lord to bring them nigh. My brethren, I
know of no lesson concerning the growth and development of Christ’s Church that needs to be more thoughtfully
pondered than this. The tendency of our times is to multiply the attractions of Christianity. No attraction can be too
powerful, no charm can be too alluring that acts for the single ends of drawing believers to Christ and identifying
them with His Body. But the appeals that win men without transforming them, which join them to the church
without bringing them into fellowship with Christ, are fatal to a pure Christianity, and in the end must put the very
existence of the Church in jeopardy. In the first place, the sanctity of life and character, which Christ requires in
His Church, is her most powerful defense. These, O Church of God, are thy weapons of defense and conquest! I
believe that the most effective discipline which any church can have is a consecrated and devoted and unworldly
piety in its members.
Whenever we see God’s wonderful pattern for the Church so practically demonstrated in these pages in the book
of Acts we cry with Jeremiah, “How is the gold become dim! How is the most fine gold changed!” R M
© Revival and You, James Alexander Stewart, Revival Literature, 1969
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Ministry Update:
Real Truth Matters
Goes Full Time
By S. Michael Durham

E

very believer is a minister and every minister has a ministry. We use words and phrases that weaken our
views of ministry such as, “bi-vocational,” “part-time,” and “volunteer staff.” Our ministries should be no
more than an overflow of our intimate relationship with Christ. And that should be full-time, all the time.

What I mean by Real Truth Matters going full-time is that we have added and are going to add full-time paid
staff. Up to this point all that RTM has done has been through the labors of several people volunteering their time
and talents. These dear people have been outstanding in their devotion and labor for this ministry. Were it not for
them, there would be no Real Truth Matters. I am not exaggerating. RTM is not the product of my mind or heart,
but theirs. The truth is I have been quite comfortable being a pastor that also does itinerant ministry. But God
disturbed my comfort and raised up young men and women who have seen His glory in the gospel of Jesus Christ.
They wanted this ministry. They believed that what I had taught them needed to be communicated beyond these
walls. And so RTM began.
Don’t misunderstand; I’m not a reluctant participant. Far from it! But I often feel more like a spectator as I watch the
Lord orchestrate things that for years I tried to do but failed. Years ago our church had a media ministry called Living
Priorities. Many of the things I see happening now are what I had hoped for that ministry. But at the end of 2004 the
Lord put an end to that work. For nine years I struggled trying to get people to help in that ministry. For nine years I
tried to encourage people to come alongside of me and help in ways that now I don’t have to encourage. They now
come to me. There were some who helped during the years of Living Priorities but it was nothing like it is now.
For example, almost four months ago Joseph Durham, who serves as my administrative assistant, shared with me
that he was convinced that God had called him to work full-time with RTM. I responded with great faith and said,
“You surely know we don’t have the money to pay you a full-time salary?” He answered with tears pouring out of
his eyes, “That doesn’t matter to me. My Heavenly Father told me I was His son and He would take care of me.”
Almost a month later, J. T. Crawford, who has been an instrumental part of RTM from the beginning, also came
to me saying that he believed God was calling him to give himself full-time to RTM. He went on to share how in
the past few months God had led him and his wife, Kerie, to quit her teaching position at the community college
and be a full-time mom, homeschooling their daughters. Here I am faced with a man who, starting in May, will
have no visible means of support.
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If that wasn’t enough to blow me away, last month Justin and Missy Reed shared with me that they have a burden
to give themselves to the work of RTM. Justin’s expertise is in development and audio engineering, while Missy
has a degree in journalism and has worked as an editor. In Justin’s case he currently has the means of self-support
so that he can give more time and energy to the ministry.
We have not rushed into this. The volunteer staff of RTM meet and covenanted to pray for 60 days as to whether
or not this was God or just wonderful, but human, plans. After those 60 days we were unanimous that we believed
it was God leading us.
It is also amazing to see the convergence of skills coming together at the same time. Joseph is university trained
in web design and desktop publishing. J.T. is a professional photographer and videographer, while Justin is an
experienced sound engineer who’s worked with Christian music producers. It would appear that in less than a year
the Lord brought all of these abilities to us. For such a time as this? Perhaps.
Therefore, I am announcing that Real Truth Matters is now a ministry with full-time employees who have given
themselves to God to live by faith and by the gospel they help broadcast. One of my heroes from whom I have
learned much about faith, George Müller, never asked nor made known specific needs concerning his ministry.
By prayer and faith he saw God answer the needs of a very extensive ministry. Yet, the Apostle Paul did not seem
to be bothered to let people know ministry needs and instruct how they were to give to support those needs. What
then should RTM’s policy be? I think somewhere in between.
First, we will never beg or harass people for financial support. RTM will simply express that we are a donation
supported ministry. While full-time staff of RTM are members of Oak Grove, a policy that will continue, we are
not looking to the church to be our only means of support. RTM is going to be incorporated and will apply for
membership in the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability for the means of financial transparency.
Second, we will not become in any way merchandisers of the gospel. In other words, we will, with God’s aid,
never make money the issue. The issue is the gospel and its free access to those who need and want to hear
it. While we do ask certain donations for resources, these are requests to meet expenses only, and not to build
income. Our store policy is as follows:
Real Truth Matters has no desire to make a profit on the truth. We have freely received and we in turn want
to freely give. That is why every spoken and most written resources in the store are offered free by means of
downloading an MP3, text, or PDF file. We are aware that you may want to have a hard copy. If so we simply
ask that you would be willing to help offset our costs. It is our intention to keep our costs as low as possible.
If the suggested donation is beyond your means, then by all means contact us and we will accept what you
can afford. If you cannot afford to give anything, then we will accept nothing! Contact us and let us know
what you are interested in. All free orders must be under $25.00.
Lastly, we will live by faith that demonstrates the gospel that we love to proclaim. While we will make needs
known, that is all we will do. The rest we will leave to our Provider.
If you want to support Real Truth Matters after prayerfully considering then you can go to our website and make
donations. You can even set it make regular contributions without actually going to the site and manually making
the contribution. Or if technology is a bit intimidating for you, you can always send a tax-deductible gift by check
or money order. We will never be able to tell you how appreciative we are. Please pray for us that our faith, when
tried as with fire, will not fail. R M
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Real Truth Matters exists to pursue the recovery of New Testament Christianity
by promoting the pursuit of Christ as the Gospel.
Check out our website for helpful resources that will encourage your desire to pursue
Christ. Register to receive e-mail updates and news about Real Truth Matters.

May the Lamb that was slain receive
the reward of His suffering!
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