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Greetings, dear reader, and welcome to the 14th edition of The Expositor! Since 2006 we have
produced two editions a year. I am pleased to tell you this year we are expanding to four
publications per year.
Our aim is to put material in your hands that provides an effective argument for New Testament
Christianity, a Christianity that pursues Jesus Christ to be the sum total of the gospel. What other
gospel is there? Yet there seem to be so many variations and adaptations of the good news. But if
something is not the whole truth, then it is not the gospel of God.
In this edition, our focus is on just a few of the many problems of some modern evangelism.
There are new ideas that tell us how to better reach the lost. But the bulk of these ideas put faith in
methods and not the Savior. If the method does not rely upon sound exposition of the gospel and
the power of the Holy Spirit, then it is a deceptive—and therefore defective—evangelism. It will
produce more chaff than wheat; more poisoned fruit than good.
Those who are abandoning supernatural power for man-made strength and cleverness mention
different reasons for doing so. Mainly, they do not believe God is sufficient or that He can be
trusted to bring results. They cite plunging numbers in traditional churches. They complain that
conservative churches that stick to the Bible are not relevant for today’s hipper audience. I will
not argue in defense of stagnating and lifeless tradition. On the contrary, the old wineskins of
yesterday are not conducive to the new wine of the Spirit. But neither are many of the made-made
wineskins recently concocted. This nation is in dire need for churches that have new wine and
wineskins that are heaven made. We are suggesting that sound preaching coupled to the fresh wind
of the Holy Spirit is both traditional and novel. It was the tradition of the Apostles and it is novel
to this generation of American evangelicals.
I am also pleased to tell you that the Lord is sustaining this ministry. We live in desperate
dependency upon Him and He is good to His word. The video series on the “History of the
Modern Gospel” is nearly finished and may be by the time this letter goes to print. It has received
a positive reception with many testifying that it has changed their view about the gospel. What a
delight to be used of the Lord to help save some. We thank the Lord for those of you who have
invested yourselves in RTM.
Please pray for us! Pray that our faith be equal to God’s faithfulness. Pray for an increase in
opportunities to spread the gospel of Jesus. Pray that we will promote Christ only and not ourselves.
Pray that we will not pursue theological tangents but remain in the current of the blood of Calvary.
Please pray for us!
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Heartily yours,
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A

t the moment the subject of relevancy is hot in the American brand of Christianity. Evangelists, pastors,
Christian artists, and church growth experts are singing relevancy’s praises. Its proponents contend
audiences need to feel the Christian message is pertinent to them. Before these modern prophets
of relevancy, the problem in evangelism was communication. The church world was told it needed
to repair its terminology, to stop using so many theological terms and speak the language of the modern man.
Whether it is communication or relevancy, the problem is the same—how do we reach the unbelieving world?
This question forces us to discuss what methods we can use to reach a post-Christian audience. The so-called
experts, being what they are, are never short of answers. One says, “Let’s examine how major companies market
their products, and use similar methods.” Another says, “Let’s study sociological trends and base message and
method on the findings.” So evangelism becomes nothing more than an imitation of marketing and socio-political
movements. The pied pipers of church growth sound their merry melodies, and most churches follow.
Oddly enough, these purveyors of relativism cite the Holy Scriptures and the Apostle Paul as their model.
They quickly run to 1 Corinthians 9 for cover. But what theological cover do Paul and his statements in 1
Corinthians 9 really provide? We must ask the text, “How flexible can we be for the purpose of evangelism?”
The Apostle Paul states in verses 20 and 21 that when he was with unconverted Jews he became as a Jew, and
when he was with unconverted Gentiles he became as a Gentile. Did Paul mean when he was in Corinth he
showed his evangelistic flexibility by attending a pagan worship service? And if he did, was he so flexible that
he participated in their rituals to help them to relate to this former Jewish rabbi? Paul answers the question for
us in the next chapter. He says,
Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry... Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice
to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the
cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.
(1 Corinthians 10:14, 20-21)
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“

Paul would not have thought of participating in pagan
idolatry. At the same time he felt free to eat meat that
had been offered to an idol. Therefore, how far would
Paul flex? He would flex as long as it did not violate
a weaker brother’s conscience or the integrity of the
gospel of Christ. He would accommodate as long as
the essential message of salvation by grace through
faith in Christ was not compromised. He would not
associate righteousness with evil, light with darkness,
Christ with Belial.

Let’s examine
how major
companies market their
products, and
use similar methods.

“

For example, to remove any hindrance in Timothy and
he ministering to Jews, Paul had Timothy circumcised.
But when discussion arose to have Titus circumcised
he categorically refused on the basis those demanding
Titus be circumcised believed it was necessary for Titus
to be saved. In this case, Paul could not be flexible in the
least. In one case circumcision was appropriate to get
hearing for the gospel; in the other case it was rejected
to preserve the gospel.

the flavor, taste and environment that the subculture
offers. In other words, they still love the world. Whether
it is the low-life or high society it does not matter. They
love it.

Our objection should not be construed as legalism since
we are not adding anything to the finished work of Christ.
I’m not saying that if you want to be a Christian you
must not play rock and roll guitar. If I were I would be
compromising the essence of the gospel of grace. What
I am saying is that to associate Christ with things the
majority of society equates with Satanism, the occult or
gruesomeness is to associate light with darkness. This
is contrary to the spirit of the gospel of Jesus.

The second reason for the misinterpretation of this
section of 1 Corinthians 9 is because it is lifted out of its
context. The habit is to take verses 19-23 as a separate
unit from the preceding 18 verses and the following
four. It is no wonder people are confused when the
verses in question are ripped out of the overall thought
of Paul. In the ninth chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul
is defending and explaining his apostleship. Some in
Corinth had suggested Paul was not a true disciple in
the purest sense of the word. He was not one of the
original twelve and should not be considered apostolic.
Paul explains that he was an apostle because Christ
had appeared to him and commissioned him. He then
explains why he did not do what some of the apostles
did such as receive income from the church. His reason
for not accepting payment from the church at Corinth
was this was his way of demonstrating the gospel as
Christ did. Our Lord Jesus denied Himself to become
one of us and suffer in our stead. Paul refuses support
from the Corinthians to be able to participate in a living
demonstration of the self-denial of Christ.

Those who misuse this passage of Scripture usually do
so for two reasons. The first is they love the subculture
of the audience they are trying to reach. They truly love

By the time the Apostle Paul pens verses 19 through 23
he is explaining that becoming a Jew when with Jews, a
Gentile when with Gentiles, and a weak man

So we see, great care must be exercised in being
relevant. Yet some use this very passage to justify
participating in ungodly activities, all in the name of
being “all things to all men.” With that kind of logic
one could rationalize being a drug addict to reach drug
addicts or an adulterer to reach adulterers. Once you
raise objection to abusing Paul’s words in this way you
are labeled a Pharisee or legalist.
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when around weak men is also a display of self-denial.
Paul did not consider himself either Jewish or Gentile.
He was neither. He was born a second time into a new
classification of men: the progeny of God. He tells the
Ephesians, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:28). The Apostle Peter wrote, “But you
are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).

mean that his content or basic delivery changed to suit the
audience? In 1 Thessalonians, Paul answers this question
for us. From his answer we discover that nothing really
changed, neither the content nor the delivery, from one
people group to another. Only his approach was adaptable.
For example, when speaking to a Jewish audience, he
freely quoted the Old Testament prophets. However, when
preaching to a completely Gentile audience who knew
nothing about the Old Testament, Paul had to lay the Old
Testament foundation, brick by brick, teaching them the
basic concepts of the redemptive plan of God. In other
words, when dealing with Gentiles he had to do more
preparatory work. But the content was always the same:
the redemptive work of God that leads men to Christ.

If Paul saw himself a Jew, then he would not need to
say, “to the Jews I became a Jew.” You don’t become
something you already are. But he did not see himself
as a Jew, even though at times he could claim to be one.
He was a new man with a new identity. Therefore, to live
as a Jew or a Gentile was a sacrifice. It was self-denial
of his rights and privileges as a member of a spiritual
race of men. This was Paul’s boast in preaching the
gospel that he could deny his God given rights in order
to reach out to men. This was the same thing our Lord
Jesus did in the incarnation and His death. Paul did not
stay a Jew nor did he become a Gentile. He became a
man whose citizenship was not of this world.

The Apostle Paul did have a method—from which he
never deviated—to his preaching. In his own words he
gives us his method:
For our gospel did not come to you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in
much assurance, as you know what kind of men
we were among you for your sake . . . For from
you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every
place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything. For they
themselves declare concerning us what manner
of entry we had to you, and how you turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God.
(1 Thessalonians 1:5, 8, 9)

Finally, Paul was flexible just enough to deny himself
in order to lift men out of their present condition not
enable them to remain in their present condition. Do
you suppose that Paul became weak so the weak could
remain weak? Do you think Paul became like Gentiles,
without compromising the integrity of the gospel, so
that Gentiles could continue to live like other Gentiles?
No, not at all! He became these things as a spy puts
on the garb of a foreign and hostile country in order
to rescue captives held in that strange land. His goal
was to see God convert Jews and Gentiles, and mature
the weak so that they could leave the world and be a
different person—not stay in the world unchanged.

Paul continues in chapter 2:
For our exhortation did not come from error or
uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. But as we have
been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men,
but God who tests our hearts. For neither at any
time did we use flattering words, as you know,
nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness.
(1 Thessalonians 2:3-5)

Does the Bible prescribe the method we should use to
share the gospel? When Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9 that he
became all things to all men in order to save some, did he
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From these verses, I observe three parts to
Paul’s methodology.

or preaching to move the heart. We rest our hopes of
bringing in the sheaves on the “wow” factor rather
than God’s direct and divine intervention. The popular
choices of the so-called gospel messenger are to impress
the sinner into a decision, entertain him into heaven,
or humor him out of hell. It does not matter whether
we are talking about heavy metal “Christian” music
or a beautiful cathedral; if the intent is to captivate the
mind or overwhelm the emotions into a commitment to
Christ, then it is wrong and not after the apostolic order.
Quote 1 Corinthians 9 all you want, but if you depend
upon anything other than the supernatural power of
God to humble the sinner and change his heart, then
you are not biblical in your evangelism.

First Method: Proclaim the gospel in the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Paul was convinced that true evangelism couldn’t
occur by the power of human wisdom or cleverness.
The human heart is an impenetrably hard citadel. The
facts of the gospel, even if proclaimed grandly and
accompanied by great music, are not enough to breach
its walls. Listen to what he said to the Corinthians.
And I, brethren, when I came to you, did
not come with excellence of speech or of
wisdom declaring to you the testimony of
God . . . And my speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of human
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, that your faith should not be
in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God. (1 Corinthians 4:2, 4-5)

Paul could say to the Thessalonians his preaching was
not in “word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Spirit.” Paul prayed and labored to see God manifested
when he spoke. He did not want his followers’ faith to
rest in his ability, but in God alone. Today, we think
if we can sing like our hearers prefer, or preach in a
manner that entertains them, we will win them. With
that methodology, all we win is their applause.

Paul realized persuasive and clever speech can sway the
emotions, which in turn overtake the mind. Many men
in Paul’s day, as in ours, could use words to move men
to action. But such ability does not convert the heart;
it leaves it unchanged in its depravity. The person may
appear to have accepted the Christian faith, but his heart
remains locked in sin, and his love for self, unscathed.

Something supernatural must take place. God, and He
alone, must penetrate the sinner’s heart, for though it
is impenetrable to human methods, it cannot remain
hard when the power of God is released. Men will
break down in contrition before His holiness. They
will petition God for one thing only—His great mercy.
They will see the cross as their only hope because God
will by the Spirit transform the obstinate heart into a
pliable heart.

From musicians to ministers, from concerts to churches,
evangelism is being done in the power of man and
not the Holy Spirit. We depend on the style of music

6

The Problem of Modern Evangelism

Let me be clear: any preaching that depends mostly
on any gimmick or device of persuasion is not only
bound to be ineffective, but also is contrary to God.
It is immoral because relies not on God, but on one’s
own ability. A great deal of ministry, some claiming to
be in the same vein as the early church, is absolutely
criminal. It is a crime against God and against those
listening, because it engenders faith in flesh.

genre cannot transform. Only the power of God can do
so. God may use any of the above methods, but methods
void of the Spirit of God are like an electric can opener
without electricity. The can remains sealed and so does
the wicked heart. We need the manifestation of God’s
power! This is the first and most important method—
Paul would not preach without it. Why do we?
Second Method: Proclaim the gospel simply, without
embellishment, distraction, or ill motive.

In the final analysis, it’s not the technique that’s the big
deal. The big deal is God’s righteous and omnipotent
right hand is working. Those ministries that depend
upon relevancy with the audience are missing this.
Throughout Scripture we see that God often uses the
most unlikely candidates who are not so relevant with
the audience to have unbelievable ministries. Moses
was, for all practical purposes, a prince of Egypt who
never really seemed to fit in with those he had been
called to lead. John the Baptist was a rough-hewn
recluse that called a nation to repentance. Fishermen,
tax-cheats, and terrorists were the building blocks of
the church. An ex-Pharisee Jew becomes the apostle to
the Gentiles.

Paul states in 1 Thessalonians 2:3-5:
For our exhortation did not come from error or
uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. But as we have
been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men,
but God who tests our hearts. For neither at any
time did we use flattering words, as you know,
nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness.
The apostle spoke in a way that made the message
central. The method of delivery did not get in his way of
communicating; style was not his concern. The gospel
being understood was. Paul’s target audience was God
and not men, “so we speak, not as pleasing men, but
God who tests our hearts.” He always remembered
a day of judgment was coming. He longed for God’s
approval of his ministry; therefore, he did not let the
approval of men be a distraction or motive.

A man off the farm can be so empowered by God that
those who live in posh penthouses are melted and
convinced. A man with great learning can be sent to the
meanest village and see burned-out lives ascend out of
the ashes. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones is such an example.
He was a physician practicing medicine among elite of
London, including the royal family, yet God called him
to the obscure village of Aberavon, Wales, where many
sinners were saved through his ministry.

Third Method: God’s power revealed in changed lives.
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded
forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but
also in every place. Your faith toward God has
gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.
For they themselves declare concerning us what
manner of entry we had to you, and how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and
true God. (1 Thessalonians 1:8, 9)

The importance of evangelism in the power of the Spirit
cannot be overstated, yet is often overlooked. This dear
apostle always ministered the gospel in the power of
the Holy Spirit. We must settle for nothing less.
The apostle knew unless God converted the heart of his
hearers there would be no lasting change. Sinners do not
need reformation; they need resurrection. Cleverness
cannot resurrect. Drama cannot create. Music of any

In verses 8 and 9 we see the effect of the testimony of
transformed lives. People witnessed the power of God
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that the Thessalonians experienced. The message of their conversion spread far and wide that when Paul went
somewhere he really didn’t need to preach. The message of the gospel lived out by the Thessalonian Christians
had preached already.
This shouldn’t be underestimated, but it is. Proclamation of the gospel is necessary. Paul in 1 Thessalonians
1:5 acknowledged the gospel must be presented in word. But it must not end there. The proclamation must be
accompanied by the power of the Spirit and the Spirit’s work of transformation. People must see the gospel
really does work in Christians. They must see it doesn’t only make people go to church on Sunday, but that it
revolutionizes the lives of those who believe the gospel.
Today, some preachers are satisfied if they get an immediate response at an altar call. They may boast of another
convert, but sadly they seem unconcerned about the “convert’s” life thereafter. Most people “making decisions for
Jesus” in a church, crusade, or concert make no further decisions for Him. They are told they have taken care of
that part of their lives—now they have a guarantee of heaven and they can pursue their own agendas. And so, they
do. The world sees no difference in their lives and concludes the only thing it can conclude. Christianity doesn’t
work.
Isaiah knew that Israel had not believed his message because they did not obey it. “But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’” (Romans 10:16). His word made no lasting
difference in those who heard him. Faith in the gospel always produces a lasting change.
These are the methods of not just the Apostle Paul but of all of God’s men through the centuries. Every great
period of advancement of the kingdom of God on earth has been characterized by these same methods; the gospel
proclaimed clearly and simply through the power of the Holy Spirit, evidenced by radical transformation in all
who believed. What else could we want, if we truly wanted what God wanted? If we desire God’s exaltation, then
these are the only methods we must adopt. The problem of modern evangelism is most are not willing to wait upon
God—they want success and they want it now. Flash in the pan evangelism leads to great flare but no power. May
God spare us from such worldliness! The world needs a heavenly alternative.

8
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“No zeal for the lost, no hunger for the Word, no burden to
pray... strangers to holiness.” This describes a large number
of the people who sit in our church pews today. This is the
result of our man-centered gospel, which is being served up
in our pulpits. We have multitudes of lukewarm Christians
with a false sense of security regarding their salvation. This
man-centered gospel also has a massive casualty rate; it is
producing 90 backsliders per 100 decisions. These people
are not really backsliders. I would like to suggest they have
never slidden forward. These people have not been warned
of the coming wrath. Consider this illustration:

the parachute on? As we look around us we see that
multitudes of “passengers” are enjoying the flight: they
are enjoying the pleasures of sin for a season. But modern
evangelism, in sincere zeal, but without knowledge,
says, “Excuse me. Did you hear the command from the
Captain of our Salvation? Put on the Lord Jesus Christ!
He will give you love, joy, peace, fulfillment and lasting
happiness. He will help your alcohol problem, your drug
problem. He will take away your loneliness, heal your
marriage, and help your finances!”

You take one look out of the window at the 25,000-foot
drop and immediately put the parachute on. You glance
at the man next to you, and to your horror, you see he
is still watching the movie. You nudge him and say,
“Didn’t you hear the captain? Put the parachute on!” He
casually says, “I don’t think the captain really means it.
. . besides, I’m quite happy as I am, thanks.”

Open up the Commandments and show him he must
face the fearful consequences of breaking the Law of
God. Let the Law of God convince him he needs the
Savior in the same way the law of gravity convinced
the passenger he needed a parachute. Then, when he
responds to the Gospel and puts on the Lord Jesus
Christ, he will never “backslide.” His knowledge of the
consequences of breaking the Law of God would cause
him to cling for his very life to the Savior. Therefore,
follow-up is not necessary. In Acts 8:36-40 the Lord
left the Ethiopian without follow-up. Philip was caught
away by God to another town.

Sadly, this gives him a wrong motive for coming
You are seated on a plane when you suddenly hear, to Christ.
“This is your captain speaking; I have an announcement
to make. As this plane is about to crash, you are going Instead, we must take courage and tell him about
to have to jump. We would therefore appreciate it if you the jump. Explain to him about the Law of God like
Jesus did.
would put your parachutes on.”

Then with zeal, but without knowledge, you say,
“Please put on the parachute . . . it will be better than
the movie.” But that doesn’t make sense! You give him
a wrong motive for putting the parachute on. Instead,
tell him about the jump. Show him the 25,000-foot drop
As I studied the Scriptures, I found that God gave the
and thus remind him of the law of gravity.
Ten Commandments (the Law), not for justification,
He immediately (and gratefully) puts the parachute on. but to convert the soul. (Psalm 19:7, “The Law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul . . .”).
Think about it. As long as that man knows he’s going to
have to jump out of the plane and face the consequences of I saw where Paul said the Law brought “the knowledge
breaking the law of gravity, there is no way you are going of sin” (Romans 3:20, “. . . for by the law is the
to get the parachute off his back. His life depends on it!
knowledge of sin.”). It was given to leave us guilty
before God (Romans 3:19, “. . . that every mouth
Can you see that his motive, his reason for putting it on, may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
is the factor that determines whether or not he keeps before God”).
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In fact Paul didn’t know what sin was, without the Law
(Romans 7:7, “. . . I had not known sin, but by the Law
. . .”), it was a “schoolmaster to bring us to Christ”
(Galatians 3:24). In Matthew 5:19, Jesus even said we
would be called “great” in the Kingdom of God, if we
taught the Law. Why?

John Bunyan (Pilgrim’s Progress) said, “The man who
does not know the nature of the Law, cannot know the
nature of sin.”

Because we will drive men and women to Christ.

Martin Luther said, “The first duty of the Gospel
preacher is to declare God’s Law and show the nature
of sin.”

Because the Church has forsaken the Law as a
On one of my many airline flights I had a chance to speak “schoolmaster” to drive sinners to the Savior, it has
to the lady sitting next to me. I asked her what she had been fallen into a trap of trying to attract them to salvation.
doing in the city we had just left. She had been skiing. We If I am wrong and modern evangelism has found a
discussed the joys of the sport for several minutes. Then way to see sinners saved without the Law, then Psalm
she asked me my occupation. This was my chance to 19:7 is wrong when it cites the Law as the God-given
instrument which converts the soul. Jesus wasted His
create an opportunity to mention Christian things.
time going through each of the commandments. Paul
was wrong when he said that he hadn’t known what sin
I told her that I write Christian books, then asked her if
was without the Law.
she had a Christian background. She said she had. Did
she see herself as a sinner in God’s sight? She didn’t.
So was Charles Spurgeon then wrong when he said,
I said that for years I didn’t until I saw the standard
“They will never accept grace till they tremble before a
with which God was going to judge the world on
just and holy Law”?
Judgment day. Then one by one, we went through the
Ten Commandments.
If the Church will not listen, it will continue to reap false
conversions through its lawless Gospel, and find its terrible
Suddenly she began to see sin for what it was. She said,
error when it hears Jesus say, “Depart from me, ye workers
“That’s what I’ve been doing. I’ve been measuring myself
of iniquity (lawlessness).” They will be destroyed through
by man’s standards!” Tears welled up in her eyes as I lack of knowledge of God’s Law (Hosea 4:6).
shared that Christ had redeemed us from the curse of the
Law. The gospel made sense to her. She asked what she
should do, and I had the joy of leading her to the Savior
as the plane began to land. I enquired as to whether she
had a Bible and if she knew any Christians. She did have
a Bible and a Christian at work had been sowing seed.
God usually orchestrates a number of encounters with
laborers before a person comes to Christ.
Bible translator John Wycliffe said, “The highest
service to which a man may attain on earth is to preach
the Law of God.”
John Wesley suggested preaching 90% Law and 10% grace.
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great Puritan evangelist, John Rogers, warned his congregation against neglecting Scripture by
telling them what God might say: “I have trusted you so long with my Bible … it lies in [some]
houses all covered with dust and cobwebs, you care not to listen to it. Do you use my Bible so? Well,
you shall have my Bible no longer.”

Rogers then picked up his Bible and started walking away from the pulpit. Then he stopped, fell on his knees, and
took on the voice of the people, who pleaded, “Lord, whatever Thou dost to us, take not Thy Bible from us; kill
our children, burn our houses, destroy our goods; only spare us Thy Bible, take not away Thy Bible.”
“Say you so?” the minister replied, impersonating God. “Well, I will try you a while longer; and here is my Bible
for you. I will see how you use it, whether you will search it more, love it more, observe it more, and live more
according to it.”
Thomas Goodwin was so moved by Rogers’s dramatic presentation that when he left church he wept upon his
horse’s neck for fifteen minutes before he felt strong enough to mount it.
John Calvin and his Puritan successors did not lack evangelistic zeal, as some have claimed. David Calhoun
has defended Calvin’s work as a teacher and practitioner of evangelism. Similarly, I will show, in five articles,
how the Puritans brought the gospel to others in a thoroughly scriptural manner. First, I’ll define what I mean by
Puritan evangelism, then show that the Puritan evangelistic message, based on Scripture, was doctrinal, practical,
experimental, and symmetrical. Then I’ll examine the primary methods they used to communicate the gospel—a
plain style of preaching and the practice of catechetical evangelism. Finally, we’ll see that the Puritans believed
that the message and methods of evangelism were inseparable from the inward disposition of an evangelist. That
disposition included a heartfelt dependence on the Holy Spirit and earnest prayer that God’s Word and Spirit
would bless all evangelistic efforts.
A look at the scriptural message, methods, and disposition of Puritan evangelism should convict us of our need to
return to a scriptural foundation for all evangelism. As the Puritans adopted biblical principles of evangelism and
became practitioners of them in their ministries, so we should embody these same principles in our teaching and
work. We have much to learn from the Puritans about how to evangelize.
14

Puritan Evangelism Defined
Our use of the word Puritan includes not only those people who were ejected from the Church of England by the
Act of Uniformity in 1662, but also those in Britain and North America who, for several generations after the
Reformation, worked to reform and purify the church and to lead people toward biblical, godly living consistent
with the Reformed doctrines of grace. Puritanism grew out of at least three needs: (1) the need for biblical
preaching and the teaching of sound, Reformed doctrine; (2) the need for biblical, personal piety that stresses the
work of the Holy Spirit in the faith and life of the believer; and (3) the need for a restoration of biblical simplicity
in liturgy, vestments, and church government, so that a well-ordered church life would promote the worship of the
Triune God as prescribed in His Word.
Evangelism was not a word the Puritans commonly used, but they were evangelists nonetheless. Richard Baxter’s
Call to the Unconverted and Joseph Alleine’s Alarm to the Unconverted were pioneer works in evangelistic
literature. The Puritans were fishers of men, seeking to awaken the unconverted to their need of Christ, to lead
them to faith and repentance, and to establish them in a lifestyle of sanctification.
Puritan evangelism, then, refers to how the Puritans proclaimed what God’s Word counsels regarding the salvation
of sinners from sin and its consequences. That salvation is granted by grace, received by faith, grounded in Christ,
and reflective of the glory of God. For the Puritans, evangelism not only involves presenting Christ so that by the
power of the Spirit people come to God through Him, but equally involves so presenting Christ that the believer
may grow in Him, and serve Him as Lord in the fellowship of His church and in the extension of His kingdom
in the world. Puritan evangelism involves declaring the entire economy of redemption by focusing on the saving
work of all three Persons of the Trinity, while simultaneously calling sinners to a life of faith and commitment,
and warning that the gospel will condemn forever those who persist in unbelief and impenitence.
The Puritans viewed evangelism as a Word-centered task of the church, particularly of her ministers. They
understood well the centrality of preaching, the role of the pastor, and the necessity of prayer in evangelism.
Doctrinally, Puritanism was a kind of broad and vigorous Calvinism; experientially, it was a warm and contagious
kind of Christianity; evangelistically, it was tender as well as aggressive.
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Characteristics Of Puritan Preaching
In discussing the message of Puritan evangelism, we’ll
focus on five distinctive characteristics of Puritan
preaching and then consider how those characteristics
differ from what’s used in evangelistic preaching today.
1. Thoroughly biblical.
The Puritan message was found in God’s Word.
“The faithful Minister, like unto Christ, [is] one that
preacheth nothing but the word of God,” said Puritan
Edward Dering. John Owen agreed: “The first and
principal duty of a pastor is to feed the flock by diligent
preaching of the word.” As Miller Maclure noted, “For
the Puritans, the sermon is not just hinged to Scripture;
it quite literally exists inside the Word of God; the text
is not in the sermon, but the sermon is in the text… Put
summarily, listening to a sermon is being in the Bible.”
Puritanism was a Scripture-based movement. The
Puritans were people of the living Book. They
searched, heard, and sang the Word with delight, and
encouraged others to do the same. Puritan Richard
Greenham suggested eight ways to read Scripture:
with diligence, wisdom, preparation, meditation,
conference, faith, practice, and prayer. Thomas
Watson provided numerous guidelines on how to
listen to the Word. Come to the Word with a holy
appetite and a teachable heart. Sit under the Word
attentively, receive it with meekness, and mingle
it with faith. Then retain the Word, pray over it,
practice it, and speak to others about it. “Dreadful
is their case who go loaded with sermons to hell,”
Watson warned. By contrast, those who respond to
Scripture as a “love letter sent to you from God” will
experience its warming, transforming power.
The Puritans loved, lived, and breathed Scripture,
relishing the power of the Spirit that accompanied the
Word. They regarded the sixty-six books of Scripture
as the library of the Holy Spirit that was graciously
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bequeathed to them. They viewed Scripture to be God
speaking to them as a father speaks to his children. They
saw the Word as truth they could trust in and rest upon
for all eternity. They saw it empowered by the Spirit to
renew their minds and transform their lives.
“Feed upon the Word,” the Puritan preacher John Cotton
exhorted his congregation. The preface to the Geneva
Bible contains similar advice, saying the Bible is “the
light to our paths, the key of the kingdom of heaven,
our comfort in affliction, our shield and sword against
Satan, the school of all wisdom, the glass wherein we
behold God’s face, the testimony of his favor, and the
only food and nourishment of our souls.”
The Puritans sounded a clarion call to become intensely
Word-centered in faith and practice. They regarded
the Bible as a trustworthy guide for all of life. “We
should set the Word of God alway before us like a rule,
and believe nothing but that which it teacheth, love
nothing but that which it prescribeth, hate nothing but
that which it forbiddeth, do nothing but that which it
commandeth,” said the Puritan preacher Henry Smith
to his congregation. “The Scriptures teach us the best
way of living, the noblest way of suffering, and the
most comfortable way of dying,” wrote John Flavel.
No wonder, then, that a typical page of a Puritan
evangelistic sermon contains five to ten citations of
biblical texts and about a dozen references to texts.
Puritan preachers were conversant with their Bibles;
they memorized hundreds, if not thousands, of texts.
They knew what Scripture to cite for any concern.
“Long and personal familiarity with the application of
Scripture was a key element in the Puritan ministerial
makeup,” Sinclair Ferguson writes. “They pondered
the riches of revealed truth the way a gemologist
patiently examines the many faces of a diamond.” They
used Scripture wisely, bringing cited texts to bear on
the doctrine or case of conscience at hand, all based on
sound hermeneutical principles.
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Our evangelistic efforts must be similarly grounded
in the Bible. We must search the Scriptures more
frequently and love the Word of God more fervently.
The evangelistic sermons of contemporary preachers
often incorporate verses wrested out of context or
a string of texts that don’t belong together. Modern
evangelism, in quest of a “simple gospel,” favors a
mere formula, a packaged presentation, instead of the
whole counsel of God. Moreover, some preachers seem
to have a better understanding of professional football
and television programs, or of the teachings of Sigmund
Freud and Paul Tillich, than they do of Moses and Paul.

Our evangelistic efforts must be similarly grounded
in the Bible. We must search the Scriptures more
frequently and love the Word of God more fervently.
As we learn to think, speak, and act more biblically,
our messages will become more authoritative and our
witness will become more effective and fruitful.
2. Unashamedly doctrinal.

Puritan preachers, for the most part, were well-grounded
in biblical languages and classical learning. But they
were also men who were convinced of the need to be
“born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever”
(1 Pet. 1:23). They were persuaded that the Holy Spirit
worked through Scripture to bring truth home to sinners.
The very thought patterns of the Puritans were steeped in
the exact phraseology of the Bible.

The Puritan evangelist saw theology as an essentially
practical discipline—William Perkins called it “the
science of living blessedly for ever”; William Ames,
“the doctrine or teaching of living to God.” As Ferguson
writes, “To them, systematic theology was to the pastor
what a knowledge of anatomy is to the physician.
Only in the light of the whole body of divinity (as they
liked to call it) could a minister provide a diagnosis of,
prescribe for, and ultimately cure spiritual disease in
those who were plagued by the body of sin and death.”
The Puritans, therefore, were not afraid to preach the
whole counsel of God. They did not conciliate their
hearers by lightening up their messages with humorous
stories or folksy anecdotes. They felt the awesome
responsibility of handling eternal truth and addressing
immortal souls (Ezek. 33:8). They preached the weighty
truths of God As a dying man to dying men, As never
sure to preach again!

If we are ever prone to be proud of our Bible
knowledge, we ought to open any volume of John
Owen, Thomas Goodwin, or Thomas Brooks, note how
some obscure passage in Nahum is quoted followed by
a familiar passage from John—both of which perfectly
illustrate the point the writer is making—then compare
our knowledge to theirs. How can we explain this
marvelous—for us, humbling—grasp of Scripture other
than that these divines were ministers of the Word?
These men obviously studied their Bibles daily, falling
to their knees as God’s Spirit burned the Word into
their pastoral hearts. Then, as they wrote or preached
their evangelistic messages, one scriptural passage after
another would come to mind.
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For example, when the Puritans dealt with the doctrine
of sin, they called sin sin, and declared it to be moral
rebellion against God which reaps eternal guilt. They
preached about sins of commission and sins of omission
in thought, word, and deed. Works such as Jeremiah
Burroughs’s The Evil of Evils: The Exceeding
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Sinfulness of Sin, stress the heinousness of sin. In sixtyseven chapters, Burroughs exposes sin for what it is: the
least sin involves more evil than the greatest affliction;
sin and God are contrary to each other; sin opposes
all that is good; sin is the poison of all evils; sin bears
an infinite dimension and character; and sin makes us
comfortable with the devil.
The Puritans linked sin with the fall of Adam and Eve
in Paradise. They taught in no uncertain terms that
through that fall we inherit the depravity that makes us
unfit for God, holiness, and heaven. “In Adam’s fall,
we sinned all,” they affirmed. They stressed that the
problem of sinners was twofold: a bad record, which
is a legal problem; and a bad heart, which is a moral
problem. Both make us unfit for communion with God.
More than an outward reformation of life is needed
to meet the demands of God; inward regeneration of
heart through a Triune God is essential for salvation
(John 3:3-7).

Goodwin’s Christ Our Mediator, Alexander Grosse’s
Happiness of Enjoying and Making a Speedy Use of
Christ, Isaac Ambrose’s Looking Unto Jesus, Ralph
Robinson’s or Philip Henry’s Christ All in All, John
Brown’s Christ: the Way, the Truth, and the Life,
John Owen’s The Glorious Mystery of the Person of
Christ, and James Durham’s Christ Crucified, the
Puritans preached the whole Christ to the whole man.
They offered Him as Prophet, Priest, and King. They
did not separate His benefits from His person or offer
Him as a Savior from sin while ignoring His claims as
Lord. As Joseph Alleine wrote in his model of Puritan
evangelism, An Alarm to the Unconverted:

The Puritans also preached the doctrine of God without
equivocation. They proclaimed God’s majestic being,
His trinitarian personality, and His glorious attributes.
All of their evangelism was rooted in a robust biblical
theism, unlike modern evangelism which too often
approaches God as if He were a next-door neighbor
who can adjust His attributes to our needs and desires.
While modern evangelism claims John 3:16 as its
text, the Puritan would more likely cite Genesis 1:1,
“In the beginning God,” to show how everything
that happened since is part of what God has designed
for His own glory. The Puritans understood that the
doctrines of atonement, justification, and reconciliation
are meaningless apart from a true understanding of
God who condemns sin, and atones for sinners, justifies
them, and reconciles them to Himself.
Puritan evangelism also proclaimed the doctrine of
Christ. “Preaching is the chariot that carries Christ up
and down the world,” wrote Richard Sibbes. In works
such as Thomas Taylor’s Christ Revealed, Thomas
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All of Christ is accepted by the sincere
convert. He loves not only the wages but
the work of Christ, not only the benefits
but the burden of Christ. He is willing
not only to tread out the corn, but to draw
under the yoke. He takes up the commands
of Christ, yea, the cross of Christ. The
unsound convert takes Christ by halves.
He is all for the salvation of Christ, but
he is not for sanctification. He is for the
privileges, but does not appropriate the
person of Christ. He divides the offices
and benefits of Christ. This is an error in
the foundation. Whoever loves life, let him
beware here. It is an undoing mistake, of
which you have often been warned, and
yet none is more common.
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Alleine shows us that the dividing of the offices and benefits of Christ is not a twentieth-century invention.
Throughout the ages man has rebelled against Christ as God offers Him—as Savior and Lord (Psa. 2). The true
convert, however, is willing to receive a whole Christ, without limitations. “He is willing to have Christ upon any
terms; he is willing to have the dominion of Christ as well as deliverance by Christ,” Alleine said.
This unreserved receiving of Christ is especially evident in written covenants entered into by Puritans. Puritan
preachers encouraged their listeners to “close with” (appropriate) a freely offered Christ by faith, then draft and
sign a document of total commitment, in which they “covenanted” (surrendered) their entire lives to God. These
moving covenants are found in numerous Puritan diaries and evangelistic books. The Puritans would stand aghast
at the present trend in modern evangelism which seeks merely to rescue sinners from hell, postponing their
submission to the sovereign lordship of Christ until later.
Preaching Christ with winsomeness and grace was the greatest burden and most essential task of the Puritan
evangelist. “Christ crucified” must be “the subject matter of gospel-preaching,” Robert Traill said. “Two things
ministers have to do: 1. To set him forth to people; to paint him in his love, excellency, and ability to save. 2. To
offer him unto them freely, fully, without any limitation as to sinners, or their sinful state.” Robert Bolton agreed:
“Jesus Christ is offered most freely, and without exception of any person, every Sabbath, every Sermon.” The
Puritan evangelists repeatedly presented Christ in His ability, willingness to save, and preciousness as the only
Redeemer of lost sinners. They did so with theological articulation, divine grandeur, and human passion. They
extolled Christ to the highest as both an objective and a subjective Savior, and abased man to the lowest. They
were not worried about injuring the self-esteem of listeners. They were far more concerned about esteeming the
Triune God; the Father who created us with dignity in His image; the Son who restores that dignity to us through
redemption and the adoption of sons; and the Holy Spirit who indwells us and makes our souls and bodies His
temple. Self-esteem messages which do not center upon a Triune God they would have viewed as “self-deceit”
messages. We have nothing to esteem in ourselves apart from God, the Puritans said. Apart from His grace, we
are fallen, wretched, unworthy, and hell-bound.
To mention only one more doctrine, Puritan evangelists also stressed sanctification. The believer must walk the
king’s highway of holiness in gratitude, service, obedience, love, and self-denial. He must know experientially the
continued exercise of the twin graces of faith and repentance. He must learn the art of meditation, of fearing God,
and of childlike prayer. He must press on by God’s grace, seeking to make his calling and election sure.

Dr. Joel Beeke is Professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary,
pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and editor of the Banner
of Sovereign Grace Truth periodical.
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What’s Wrong With the Gospel, Part 1

Introduction

and writings of Paul would have been like, if he had
been as squeamish in proclaiming the magnificent power
I know that the title of this article will possibly raise and beauty of the blood of Jesus as our generation of
some worried eyebrows. At first glance, some might preachers are? What we have now is a bloodless gospel!
say to themselves, “Oh no, Keith has gone too far this
time!” But let me quickly put those possible reactions to Today, people are afraid to think and preachers are
rest. To the question, “What’s wrong with the Gospel?” afraid to make them. The whole concept of Jesus being
I can easily answer, “Absolutely nothing!” That is, the Passover Lamb of the Old Testament has been
of course, if you’re talking about the Gospel of the lost—“It takes too much time and thought to explain,”
Bible—the very message that Jesus preached—what you will hear some say (Heb. 5:11-14). “We need to
the apostles Peter, Paul, John, and the others devoted simplify the Gospel so that we can reach the masses.”
their very lives (and deaths) to (Phil. 1:20-21).
Oh, what logic! Remove the blood from the preaching
of the Gospel, and you remove the power to conquer
But what about the stuff that’s being preached today? the devil for the souls of men!
Is it truly “gospel-preaching”? Are the evangelists
that preach in churches and arenas, on radio and The Cross of Jesus. Paul said, “I determined to know
television—are they preaching what Jesus called the nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him
Gospel? How are we answering the awesome question crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). Nowadays it’s “Jesus Christ and
that people are still asking the Church, as they asked what He can do for you!” You cannot have more exact
on the day of Pentecost, “Men and brethren, what shall opposites than the Bible’s Christ-centered Gospel, and
our modern, cross-less, me-centered gospel.
we do to be saved?”
Today, if anyone preaches self-denial as a condition of
discipleship, you can hear the comments afterwards:
I believe with all my heart that Jesus would be ashamed “old-fashioned,” “harsh,” “legalistic.” I dare say that our
of most of the “gospel” messages and sermons that are Lord would have as much trouble finding acceptance
among our preachers as He had among the religious
being preached today, mainly because they lack almost
leaders of His own day.
every major point He Himself preached on (Mark 8:38;
Rom. 1:16; II Tim. 1:8). How dare we try to change the
Here’s what A.W. Tozer says about the cross...
Gospel. We remove most of its vital parts, and replace
them with artificial limbs of our own (Gal. 1:6-7).
“With perfect knowledge of all this, Christ
said, ‘If any man will come after Me, let him
Isn’t Jesus the master evangelist? Shouldn’t we judge
deny himself take up his cross and follow
our evangelism by His example? Was His message
Me.’ So the cross not only brought Christ’s
anything like what we’re hearing today?
life to an end, it also ends the first life, the
The Removed Parts Of The Gospel
old life of every one of His true followers...
this and nothing less is true Christianity.
The Blood of Jesus. It’s a fact that the very word blood
We must do something about the cross, and
scares people. It’s also a fact that the blood of Christ
there’s only one of two things we can do—
scares the devil, because it is the only cleansing agent
flee it or die upon it!”
for a sin-sick soul. Can you imagine what the preaching
Is Our Gospel The Gospel?
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Well, the truth is Jesus wasn’t preaching the
commandments to him as the way of salvation, He
was using the commandments to specifically convict
him of his particular sin—greed. That rich boy loved
the bucks, and Jesus knew just how to flush him out
of the bushes—preach the Law! And that’s exactly
what the Law is for—“For through the Law comes
the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20), that’s what Paul
said. The Law must be preached—not as the way of
But we, smart as we are, have decided to help God salvation, but as a searchlight put on the sinner’s heart,
along. He doesn’t understand our generation as well so he can see how utterly rotten he is, compared to the
as we do. We talk about heaven, about the “rewards of way God requires him to be (Gal. 3:24).
being born-again,” but we completely neglect the other
side of the “two-edged sword” (Heb. 4:12). What right
But today again, we are wiser than God. Our preaching
do we have to remove things from the Gospel that Jesus
isn’t filled with “dos and don’ts.” No, we don’t want to
Himself gave great place to in His own preaching?
scare the “liberated generation” away. Why, if we said
that fornication was wrong, or drugs, or abortion, or
The Law of God Preached to Convict One of Sin.
Pages could be written on this subject, but there is any other specific sin, people would feel all condemned
room for only one brief example. When the rich young and then how could they get saved? But that’s just it,
ruler came to Jesus, he asked a very direct question: Jesus preached the Law to the rich young ruler so that,
“Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” after feeling condemned about his greed, he could turn
Can you imagine what our preachers would answer him and obey Jesus and find true treasure in heaven. “Go
today? “Just admit you’re a sinner, accept Jesus as your and sell all you possess and give it to the poor, and you
Personal Savior, go to church, pay your tithes, try to shall have treasure in heaven, and come, follow Me”
be good, and you’re in!” But what was Jesus’ answer? (Mark 10:21). Unless people are truly convicted of sin,
“You know the commandments... if you wish to enter if they do not fully see that they are totally condemned
into life, keep the commandments” (Matt 19:17; Mark by the requirements of God’s Law, then it is virtually
10:19). The commandments? Why they went out with impossible to show them the need for a savior. Why,
Cecil B. DeMille! Isn’t this the “age of grace”?
what would they need to be saved from? Fun?
The Threat and Terrors of Hell, and the Guilt of
Sinners. We often hear people say, “I’m tired of hellfire and brimstone preaching!” “Well,” I often reply,
“when was the last time you heard any?” It is true, very
few people preach on hell anymore—it is no longer in
vogue. We shouldn’t scare the poor sinners, no, that
wouldn’t do. They’re just unfortunate, misguided souls,
right? Wrong!

The Fear of God and the Judgment Seat of Christ.
Instead of the awesome majesty of Jehovah, today the
Lord is presented as a sort of “ice cream man-Santa
Claus.” And the Church is the “candy store” where you
can get “every goodie your heart desires.” Jesus Himself
is portrayed as “a sweetie pie,” so good, so loving, so
forgiving, and so gentle, that you can almost hear the
preacher whisper, “Aw, He wouldn’t hurt a fly...” But
what happened to “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the
hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31) or “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10)?

today
the
Lord
is
presented as a sort
of “ice cream manSanta Claus.” And the
Church is the “candy
store” where you can
get “every goodie your
heart desires.”
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God’s Sorrow and Broken Heart Over Sin. The
picture of God as presented today by evangelists is that
of an optimist—a positive-thinking good ole boy who
lives in heaven, high above the trouble on earth, where
everything is rosy, “and the skies are not cloudy all
day.” Why, how could anything bother the living God?
He isn’t really troubled by all the mess down here, He
Repentance as Necessary for Forgiveness. It has has everything under control!
always amazed me how the Church could have evolved
to such a state as it is in now, with such clear, direct But again, the Bible paints a different picture of our
teaching from the Lord Jesus as to what is necessary to King. Just look at Jesus weeping over Jerusalem (Luke
be right with God. Please read the first five verses of the 19:41), or the pleadings of God with the nation of
13th chapter of Luke. Here, Jesus is told the news about Israel through the prophets Isaiah or Ezekiel. This God,
some Galileans who were executed by the Romans. He the one in the Bible, is continually striving with men
then says, “Unless you repent, you will all likewise through His Spirit. It says in Proverbs, “The eyes of
perish.” Using another example, He then repeats the the Lord are in every place, watching the evil and the
same exact sentence.
good” (Proverbs 15:3). That means that God saw every
rape committed today, He saw every murder, every
I cannot conceive of conversion without repentance. person that starved to death, every pornographic film
The teachings of Jesus and the apostles are full of and book, every abused and battered child. How can
commands to “repent and be saved!” Repentance anyone believe that He sees this and does not grieve?
is not just “being sorry”—that is only conviction. Of course God can grieve. Doesn’t the Bible implore
Repentance is not merely a change of heart and a us not to “grieve the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph. 4:30)?
change of mind, it is a change of action! God requires
that if we are sincerely convinced that sin is wrong, The Necessity of Holiness to Please God. Hebrews
then we will turn from it to God, and commit ourselves says without holiness “no one shall see the Lord”
to not take part in sinful deeds any longer. God blesses (12:14). It is true that Jesus commands us to be perfect
such decisions and commitments with abundant grace. (Matt. 5:48). It is also true that you most likely have
And it is by that grace that we can fulfill the desires of never met a perfect person, nor do you probably ever
expect to be perfect yourself. Nevertheless, we still have
the Spirit within us.
those uncomfortable words of the Lord, “Be perfect as
But because there is so little real conviction of sin your heavenly Father is perfect”!
brought about by the preaching of our modern gospel,
we cannot truly require repentance anymore. If we did, Now, because of our dilemma in finding ourselves to
no one would “come forward” at all. For repentance be such numskulls, and seeing the demands of Jesus,
is easy to him who sees how ugly and horrible sin is, we have invented some pretty interesting and crazy
but repentance is impossible where the Law does not doctrines. Some Christians have said, “Well, when God
convince the sinner of his wicked heart, compelling looks at us, He doesn’t really see us anymore, He sees
him to turn from his sin into the arms of a waiting, Jesus instead. And when there’s ever sin in our hearts, if
compassionate God. You see, all these removed parts God should happen to look at the wrong moment, He’ll
of the Gospel are connected. In God’s wisdom, every see a smiling face of Jesus there, instead of seeing our
aspect of the appointed way of salvation is irreplaceable. sin. So God sees me as holy—even though I’m not! (I
The wise, new editors of modern preaching rhetoric
have conveniently wiped out every reference to the
Almighty’s severity while emphasizing only His
kindness. This they do, ignoring the balanced, biblical
view of Paul, “Behold then the kindness and severity of
God” (Rom. 11:22).

23

What’s Wrong With the Gospel, Part 1

don’t happen to believe that God is that easily fooled,
not even by Christians.)
Another stranger-than-truth doctrine is that blessed
refuge of backsliders called “the carnal Christian.” In
this example of pretzel-logic, we are led to believe
that any “believer” who isn’t really “walking with
the Lord” at the present time, and is indulging in the
things of the world and the lusts of the flesh, can still
be considered a “Christian,” but not a Christian of the
1st class, no, a Christian of the 2nd class... a “carnal
Christian.” Here we have a case of the “believer” who
doesn’t believe. Oh, he still “believes” that God is
God, and that there is a heaven and hell, and so on
(but don’t forget, the devil believes all these things
too) (James 2:19)! He knows all the right things to
say to convince granny, the pastor, and his Christian
friends that he’s still hanging in there. He even sort of
believes it himself. Seems he’s got everybody fooled—
everybody that is, except God! The Bible is clear that
“If we say we’ have fellowship with Him, and yet walk
in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth”
(I John 1:6).
Today, possibly the greatest insult to the Gospel has been
the almost total neglect of the preaching of holiness for
the Christian. Jesus doesn’t want to make believe that
we’re holy, He wants to impart His holiness to us by the
Holy Spirit. But because people are not being driven to
the cross, convicted by His Law to repentance and real
rebirth, then we have to spend hours in our seminaries
trying to find suitable, complicated ways to explain
away the obvious meanings of Scripture.
What’s Specifically Wrong With Our Modern Gospel?
It’s Me-Centered Instead of Christ-Centered. First
and foremost, it is the gospel that appeals to the selfish.
Instead of honoring God, it places the sinner at the
center of God’s love and plan. But the Bible places
Jesus at the center of God’s plan, not the sinner.
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One of the most well-known phrases of modern
evangelism is “God loves you and has a wonderful plan
for your life!” But the sober, biblical truth that needs to
be presented to the sinner’s mind is “You have made
yourself an enemy of God, and in your present state
of rebellion there is absolutely no hope for you.” In
fact, God’s “plan” for the sinner at this point in his life
is to separate him from His presence forever, in hell.
However unpopular or unlovely that may sound, it is
the only truth and reality about anyone who is an enemy
of God through sin.
The whole line of reasoning in our modern gospel
continues on and on in this mistaken way. “Sin has
separated you from God, ‘and His wonderful plan for
your life.’ Jesus came and died on the cross, so that
you may experience ‘His wonderful plan for your life.’
You must accept Jesus now, so that you will not miss
out on ‘His wonderful plan for your life!’” You, you,
you, you!!! It’s all for YOU! I’m not sorry to say this,
but Jesus did it all in obedience, for His Father’s glory
(Phil. 2:8-12).
It’s Shallow, Cheap, and Offered as a “Bargain.”
Our gospel reduces the good news to a “come and get
it while you can” sale. We make every effort to take all
the bones out—everything that might offend someone,
might make them hesitate or put off their decision.
Jesus didn’t do this. He never lowered the requirements

What’s Wrong With the Gospel, Part 1

for anyone. One had to be completely sincere, totally humbled, having counted the cost, willing to leave
everything, family and property, “count all things loss” so that they might “gain Christ” (Phil 3:7-8). When that
same rich young ruler “went away sad, for he had many possessions” (Matt. 19:22), Jesus didn’t go running
after him shouting, “Hey, wait a minute! Let’s talk this thing over, it isn’t as bad as it might sound. Maybe I
was a little too harsh!”
Maybe we’re so eager to “see the converts,” to publish “how many got saved at our last concert” in the bulletins to
our supporters, that we’ll do anything to rush someone into a “decision” before he’s had a chance to really make
one. The problem is, if you have to rush him into it, he probably will change his mind later anyway. For as a friend
of mine says, “If somebody can talk them into it, somebody can talk them out of it!” (I Cor. 1:17).
Salvation is Shown as a Barter or Trade, Instead of the Result of Obedience by Faith. We offer forgiveness
of sin like Monty Hall on “Let’s Make a Deal.” I’ve even heard, “You give Jesus your sin, and He’ll give you
salvation in return!” No one in the Bible ever thought so low of the grace of God to talk about the gift of eternal
life like it was for trade. It is a gift! You can’t earn it, or buy it, or give anything in return for it. How it must offend
the Holy Spirit to hear people talk of His Jesus so (Acts 8:18-23).
It Produces Selfish, “Blessed,” and Feelings-Oriented “Converts.” Anyone who is made to believe he becomes
a Christian under such preaching will seldom bring forth the true fruits of a real convert. He will remain just as
selfish as he always was, only now his selfishness will take on a religious form. If he wants something for himself,
he will say he “has a burden” for something, or he will say, “It is the desire of my heart,” or some other religioussounding phrase like that. He will pray selfishly, desiring blessings for himself, and even if he does pray for
others, it usually will be for selfish reasons. After all, when he “accepted the Lord,” he was told how much Jesus
wanted to bless him and how much God had stored up for his account, and how the Bible was like “a checkbook
full of promises, just waiting to be cashed!”
As you can see, the “converts” described above are not like those pictured in the book of Acts, when the Church
was new and the fire was hot. Take a look at Acts 2:41-47 and 4:31-35, and you will see the tender spirit of love,
and the mighty spirit of power that prevailed among the brethren in those early days. I believe that one of the great
reasons that “everyone kept feeling a sense of awe” (Acts 2:43), was because “they were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to prayer” (v. 42). I believe that Peter and the others made every effort to
convey the whole message of the Gospel when they preached and taught, and that is why the Spirit of God could
anoint and bless the new converts so powerfully—God always anoints the truth (Isaiah 55:11)!
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e depend entirely upon the Spirit of God to produce, actual effect: from the gospel, and at this
effect we must always aim. We do not stand up in our pulpits to display our skill in spiritual sword
play, but we come to actual fighting: our object is to drive the sword of the Spirit through men’s
hearts. If preaching can ever in any sense be viewed as a public exhibition, it should be like the
exhibition of a plowing match, which consists in actual plowing. The competition does not lie in the appearance
of the plows, but in the work done; so let ministers be judged by the way in which they drive the gospel plough,
and cut the furrow from end to end of the field. Always aim at effect. “Oh,” says one, “I thought you would have
said, ‘Never do that.’” I do also say, never aim at effect, in the unhappy sense of that expression. Never aim at
effect after the manner of the climax makers, poetry quoters, handkerchief manipulators, and bombast blowers.
Far better for a man that he had never been born than that he should degrade a pulpit into a show box to exhibit
himself in.
Aim at the right sort of effect; the inspiring of saints to nobler things, the leading of Christians closer to their
Master, the comforting of doubters till they rise out of their terrors, the repentance of sinners, and their exercise of
immediate faith in Christ. Without these signs following, what is the use of our sermons? It would be a miserable
thing to have to say with a certain archbishop, “I have passed through many places of honor and trust, both in
Church and State, more than any of my order in England, for seventy years before; but were I assured that by
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my preaching I had but converted one soul to God, I should herein take more comfort that in all the honored
offices that have been bestowed upon me.” Miracles of grace must be the seals of our ministry; who can bestow
them but the Spirit of God? Convert a soul without the Spirit of God! Why, you cannot even make a fly, much
less create a new heart and a right spirit. Lead the children of God to a higher life without the Holy Ghost! You
are inexpressibly more likely to conduct them into carnal security, if you attempt their elevation by any method
of your own. Our ends can never be gained if we miss the cooperation of the Spirit of the Lord. Therefore, with
strong crying and tears, wait upon him from day to day.
The lack of distinctly recognizing the power of the Holy Ghost lies at the root of many useless ministries. The
forcible words of Robert Hall are as true now as when he poured them forth like molten lava upon a semisocinian
[deniers of Christ’s deity] generation. “On the one hand it deserves attention, that the most eminent and successful
preachers of the gospel in different communities, a Brainerd, a Baxter, and a Schwartz, have been the most
conspicuous for simple dependence on spiritual aid; and on the other that no success whatever has attended the
ministrations of those by whom this doctrine has been either neglected or denied. They have met with such a
rebuke of their presumption, in the total failure of their efforts, that none will contend for the reality of Divine
interposition, as far as they are concerned; for when has the arm of the Lord been revealed to those pretended
teachers of Christi-unity, who believe there is no such arm? We must leave them to labor in a field respecting which
God has commanded the clouds not to rain upon it. As if conscious of this, of late they have turned their efforts
into a new channel, and despairing of the conversion of sinners, have confined themselves to the seduction of the
faithful in which, it must be confessed, they have acted in a manner perfectly consistent with their principles; the
propagation of heresy requiring, at least, no divine assistance.”
“I believe in the Holy Ghost.” Having pronounced that sentence as a matter of creed, I hope we can also
repeat it as a devout soliloquy forced to our lips by personal experience. To us the presence and work of the
Holy Spirit are the ground of our confidence as to the wisdom and hopefulness of our life work. If we had not
believed in the Holy Ghost we should have laid down our ministry long ere this, for” who is sufficient for these
things?” Our hope of success, and our strength for continuing the service, lie in our belief that the Spirit of the
Lord resteth upon us.

27

Our philosophy of finances and ministry is somewhere between the Apostle Paul and George Müller. The Apostle
Paul made ministry needs known and even commanded offerings to be given and how to do so. George Müller, on
the other hand, made no specific need known except to God in prayer. It can be argued that his life and ministry
was known to be a need, to which people could contribute.
RTM does not make specific needs known. We will only make public our overall budget.
Also, we do not and will not ask people for money or contributions. We do not and will not send anyone a letter
requesting financial support. The Bible commands us to look to God as our only resource.
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart
departs from the LORD’ Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD.”
(Jeremiah 17:5, 7)

Our budget goal is $100,000.00 for 2011. This budget includes two full time salaries, new equipment costs along
with project costs for the year. Would you join us in prayer that God will meet this need? Our finances are always
open for review. Our lives and ministry is “an epistle of Christ . . . written not with ink but by the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.”
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Real Truth Matters exists to pursue the recovery of New Testament Christianity
by promoting the pursuit of Christ as the Gospel.
Check out our website for helpful resources that will encourage your desire to pursue
Christ. Register to receive e-mail updates and news about Real Truth Matters.

May the Lamb that was slain receive
the reward of His suffering!

