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From The Editor
Welcome to our summer issue! It’s so good to have you as a reader and a participant in this ministry.
We have worked to put together a great issue centered on the love of God. There is no possibility to
exhaustively expound the love of God. His love is infinite and eternal. My dear reader, if you’ve experienced
God’s love and forgiveness, He will forever love you. His love is unchanging. It is unalterably fixed upon the
undeserving recipient. How do you explain love like this? It isn’t possible. There is no rhyme or reason we
can understand with our weak and limited minds why God would love us. But, oh, He does!
It is my prayer that as you read the articles in this edition your understanding of God’s great love grows, and
your heart will also experience it. This issue was not compiled to be academic but experiential. It should be
an experience for both mind and heart.
James commands us “keep yourselves in the love of God.” It is our ultimate responsibility. We need to keep
ourselves in a place where we can experience God’s love. We should mediate much on His love until the
truth causes our hearts to swell with inexpressible joy. If you will do this, my friend, you will know a heart
at rest, undisturbed, and unmolested.
Isn’t that what we are all seeking—to live in perfect peace in the midst of an imperfect world? It is available
as you keep yourself in the love of God.
RTM is excited to have finished The History of the Modern Gospel video project. All videos are on our
website. We even have a Vimeo channel dedicated to the video series. We are also pleased to tell you that
you can have the entire series on a two-DVD set to show family, friends, small groups or your entire church.
The set includes a web address giving you access to a Leader’s Guide showing you how to lead a group in
watching and discussing the video.
This series is so important in helping people to see the weakness of preaching and teaching today, as well as
why we have arrived at this juncture in Christian history. If you tell people their belief system is inaccurate,
they resist. But if you can show the evolution of their belief system and its inherent weaknesses and errors,
they are more open to change. Please order your copy today and spread the truth about the modern gospel.
Help others to see the real truth that matters!
The last three months have been the most challenging months for the ministry. We have been cast upon God
many times for survival. Each time He has delivered us. He has loved us with His great love and has not let
us perish. Blessed be the Lord!
I pray you will also know the lovingkindness of God as you desperately depend upon Him.
									

1

Heartily yours,

Multi-Faceted
Love of God

S. Michael Durham
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Multi-Faceted Love of God

T

here are three dangerous extremes being concurrently taught in Christian circles about God’s love. Perhaps
the most dangerous of the three is a representation of God’s love that is very permissive, romanticized,
and non-judgmental. This kind of love makes God seem very needy, as if God could not be happy without
those He loves. This silly view says if God is angry with sinners, it is only with the worst of sinners.
The other extreme idea of God’s love is He loves only the elect. This might not be so bad because there is truth in
the statement that God loves the elect. But the view says only and goes on to say that God hates everyone else. This
view leaves no room for any kind of loving affection toward the evildoer. It is either He loves you or He hates you.
The last skewed view of God’s love we will examine is that God’s love is unconditional. Centuries ago theologians
used the term unconditional to mean that God receives sinners just as they are and will forgive them. And in that
way the word is acceptable. But today, unconditional love means you are not only acceptable the way you are
but God doesn’t expect you to change. He loves you just the way you are and you are free to live as you please.
We should not be surprised that these three views are wrong because they take a small view of the love of God.
Their fatal flaw is to think of the love of God as one-dimensional, as if God can only love one way. Yet, we poor
finite creatures can love in more than one way; why cannot our Lord?
The Bible gives us a breathtaking panorama of God’s love, and it is more than we can grasp. How do you know a
summit that keeps climbing upward with no end or a depth that continues to infinitely plummet? We cannot know
the love of God in its entirety, but there are some things we can understand.

The Multi-Faceted Love of God
First, I propose we see God’s love to be multi-faceted. It is like a mosaic, a multi-colored masterpiece. His love
is varied in degrees or kinds of love wherewith He loves. When you say the words “the love of God,” you are
speaking of something that is not one-dimensional, but multi-dimensional.

Trinitarian Love
The first kind of love wherewith God loves is the love shared among the Godhead: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
If God is love, then God has always delighted and treasured something. But what did God delight to love before
He made the earth and mankind?
There are some who think the reason God made us because He was so lonely having no one with whom to
fellowship. But this is not true. He had the angels to love and fellowship with. But neither did He need the angels
to have something to love and commune. If you introduce the word need to describe God, then you have departed
from the Bible, for it describes Him as a God who is not “worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed
anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25).
Then what did God treasure and love before He created the angels? If God is love, then something or someone
must be the object of His love. Yes, and that Someone is the eternal Son of God! God the Father loved the God
the Son and was perfectly satisfied in Him.
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In order for God to be self-sufficient and need nothing,
He must be triune. The Bible tells us that God exists in
three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The Son of God existed eternally with the Father and
the two were in a love relationship of perfect beauty
and glory. Jesus prayed, “Father, I desire that they also
whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that
they may behold My glory which You have given Me;
for You loved Me before the foundation of the world”
(John 17:24).

some, who hold to reformed or Calvinistic doctrine,
have somehow reduced the flow of God’s love and
redirected it to only the elect. They go one step
beyond the Scriptures. With impure logic they have
decided that God does not love, in any way, the
non-elect.
The Scriptures clearly say that God does have a kind of
love for the non-elect. You can say to a sinner, without
fear of compromising Scripture, “God loves you.”
Jesus says we are to love our enemies because God
loves His enemies.

God the Father loves God the Son most and best
because there is nothing of greater value to Him than
His Son. The Bible declares that Jesus is the “the
Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). The
hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will
author of the book of Hebrews says of Christ that
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For
He is “the brightness of His
He is kind to the unthankful
glory and the express image
and evil.
of His person” (Hebrews
1:3). That is why Jesus says God the Father loves God the Yet there are those who
to Philip in John 14, “If you
Son most and best because because of a narrow view
have seen Me, you have seen
of God’s love oppose this
there is nothing of greater interpretation of Luke 6:35.
the Father.”
They say that we as believers
value to Him than His Son.
Jonathan Edwards suggested
are under the command of
that the love between the
God to love our enemies but
Father and the Son is also a
that does not mean God loves
person, God the Holy Spirit. There seems to be some them. But that is to rip the heart out of what Jesus is
implication of this in Scripture. Assuredly, the three saying to us. The reason Jesus gives for us loving our
persons of the Godhead were in a mutual love feast of enemies is because God loves His. It is our loving our
infinite joys. This Trinitarian love exceeds all of the enemies that is like our Heavenly Father.
loves of God and is the motive for all His love.
This kind of love God for His enemies is not the same
kind of love wherewith He loves His children. It is
Universal Love
a love that manifests itself as a general kindness and
It is quite unfortunate that some folks have such mercy to all men. God’s love is so wide that He can
narrow views of God’s love that they cannot see love both saint and sinner. I rejoice in the words of the
the height, depth, or broadness of His love. It is famous text, “For God so loved the world, that he gave
as if they had found a way to channel the mighty his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
river of God’s love, to harness its current and limit should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
its flow. To redirect the current of the Mississippi There is no confusion in this love, nor is God confused.
River would be a difficult and monumental task, yet He has a kind of love that includes the non-elect.

“

“
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Electing Love

First, it is a unilateral love, meaning God initiates
this love from His heart and without any motive for it
Another way God loves is electing. God has chosen to coming from the chosen. God loves the person not for
love a certain group of individuals to redeem them from anything He foresees they will do. He chose to love
their sins. There is no disputing this truth. There are just them before He made the world. It was told to Rebecca
too many clear statements in the Bible that God loves about God’s choice of Jacob over Esau, “for the children
not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil,
some differently than He does others.
that the purpose of God according to election might
God loved Jacob in a way that He did not love Esau. stand, not of works but of Him who calls, it was said
In fact, God says He hated Esau, which I understand to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.’” (Romans
to mean that He had an opposite purpose for Esau than 9:11-12). God chose Jacob before he was born and had
He did for Jacob. “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I the ability to do right or wrong to prove His grace is
hated” (Romans 9:13). Again God’s love is multi-kind. completely independent of human actions or decisions.
What kind of love did He have for Jacob that He did not
The Apostle Paul writes, “just as He chose us in Him before
have for Esau?
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
We know God did love Esau with a kind of love we without blame before Him in love, having predestined us
talked about a few minutes ago, with a universal or to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
general benevolence. God blessed Esau also and he to the good pleasure of His will” (Ephesians 1:4-5). The
prospered in material possessions so when he and Jacob answer why He chooses who He chooses is “according
are reunited, Esau declines Jacob’s gifts and says, “I to the good pleasure of His will.” In other words, it
have enough, my brother; keep what you have for delights Him to chose those He will save. There is no
yourself” (Genesis 33:9). So God did love Esau in a other explanation other than these two texts—God wanted
way that caused Esau to prosper. He loved Esau as a to prove that grace to the sinner is His choice and that it
pleases Him to elect whom He chooses.
part of His creation.

Electing Love is Life-Giving

But Romans 9:13 is not talking about this kind of love.
Romans 9:13 is a reference to an election of grace that
saves sinners. Therefore, God loves Jacob in a way that
is redemptive. What more can be said of this love? Let’s
mention two things.

Another characteristic of the electing love of God
is that it is life-giving. It regenerates the heart of the
sinner and causes him to be born again in Christ Jesus.
Again in Ephesians the Apostle says, “But God, who
is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved)” (Ephesians 2:4-5). Apart from works, this
grace of electing love changes the nature of the sinner
to long for God and love Him. It chooses the sinner
without the sinner loving God, but does not leave him
there. Electing love affects the sinner so that the sinner
chooses to love Christ. This is the nature of the power
of life it bestows upon all predestined.

Electing Love is Unilateral

The answer why He chooses who
He chooses is “according to the
good pleasure of His will.”
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As far as I can, I am content with believing
all that I see in God’s word. People say,
“But he contradicts himself.” I dare say
I do, but I never contradict God to my
knowledge, nor yet the Bible. If I do, may
my Lord forgive me. Do not believe me for a
minute if I speak contrary to God’s word, in
order to appear consistent. The sin of being
inconsistent with my poor fallible self does
not trouble me a tithe as much as the dread
of being inconsistent
with what I find in
God’s word. Some want
to shape the Scriptures
to their creed, and they
get a very nice square
creed too, and trim the
Bible most dexterously:
it is wonderful how they
do it, but I would rather
have a crooked creed and
a straight Bible, than
I would try to twist the
Bible round to suit what
I believe.

So we see there are verses that tell us God hates the
evildoer and there are also verses stating His love for
the same. The ill-advised tendency of man’s logic when
confronted with paradoxical statements is to embrace
one and dismiss the other. Some embrace the view
that God hates the non-elect and loves only the elect.
Others ignore these verses altogether and believe God
loves everyone in the same way. Embracing one set of
Scriptures over another does not solve the paradox. You
still have Scripture explaining God’s love for men whom
He knows will never repent and
believe. To twist these passages
to fit a logical system cheats
one of a clearer and better view
of God. It causes the Lord to
become one-dimensional.
Theologians describe God as being
transcendent, He transcends or
surpasses the natural limits of the
material universe and time. Could
not such a transcendent person
love and hate the same person at
the same time? The question is not
hypothetical; the Bible says He
does have such a capacity.

The Lord can love the sinner in
one way but love His redeemed
child in another way, just as you
love your neighbor’s children
differently than you love your
own. This is not a contradiction
of Scripture, but a more
biblically integrated understanding of God’s love.

Some who read this will object and
say that my resolution of a paradox
is merely intellectual suicide,
that I am claiming contradictions
can occur within God. But that is
not what I’m stating. The Bible
presents God in such a way that He is bigger than human
logic. Our powers of intellect and logic are not sufficient to
comprehend God’s amazing capabilities. Finite logic must
have an end. And where our powers of analysis end, God’s
power continues without end.

Lastly, I want to deal with the other view of God’s love
that is deadly wrong. It views God loving all mankind
with a kind of love that accepts, forgives, and overlooks
sin. It’s the kind of love that allows unconverted men to
The eminent Spurgeon commented on man’s propensity believe God accepts them in spite of their sin and when
to have neat and tidy systems of theology, systems of they die, God will accept them into heaven. Why?
explaining God at the expense of Scripture.
Because they think God loves them unconditionally.

Continued on page 25
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The Goal of God’s Love May Not
Be What You Think It Is
By John Piper

D

o people go to the Grand Canyon to increase their self-esteem? Probably not. This is, at least, a hint that
the deepest joys in life come not from savoring the self, but from seeing splendor. And in the end even the
Grand Canyon will not do. We were made to enjoy God.

We are all bent to believe that we are central in the universe. How shall we be cured of this joy-destroying disease?
Perhaps by hearing afresh how radically God-centered reality is according to the Bible.
Both the Old and New Testament tell us that God’s loving us is a means to our glorifying him. “Christ became a
servant ... in order that the nations might glorify God for his mercy” (Romans 15:8-9). God has been merciful to us
so that we would magnify him. We see it again in the words, “In love [God] destined us to adoption ... to the praise
of the glory of His grace” (Ephesians 1:4-6). In other words, the goal of God’s loving us is that we might praise
him. One more illustration from Psalm 86:12-13: “I will glorify your name forever. For your lovingkindness
toward me is great.” God’s love is the ground. His glory is the goal.
This is shocking. The love of God is not God’s making much of us, but God’s saving us from self-centeredness
so that we can enjoy making much of him forever. And our love to others is not our making much of them, but
helping them to find satisfaction in making much of God. True love aims at satisfying people in the glory of God.
Any love that terminates on man is eventually destructive. It does not lead people to the only lasting joy, namely,
God. Love must be God-centered, or it is not true love; it leaves people without their final hope of joy.
Take the cross of Christ, for example. The death of Jesus Christ is the ultimate expression of divine love: “God
demonstrates his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Yet
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the Bible also says that the aim of the death of Christ was “to demonstrate [God’s] righteousness, because in the
forbearance of God he passed over the sins previously committed” (Romans 3:25). Passing over sins creates a
huge problem for the righteousness of God. It makes him look like a judge who lets criminals go free without
punishment. In other words, the mercy of God puts the justice of God in jeopardy.
So to vindicate his justice he does the unthinkable – he puts his Son to death as the substitute penalty for our sins.
The cross makes it plain to everyone that God does not sweep evil under the rug of the universe. He punishes it
in Jesus for those who believe.
But notice that this ultimately loving act has at the center of it the vindication of the righteousness of God. Good
Friday love is God-glorifying love. God exalts God at the cross. If he didn’t, he could not be just and rescue us
from sin. But it is a mistake to say, “Well, if the aim was to rescue us, then we were the ultimate goal of the cross.”
No, we were rescued from sin in order that we might see and savor the glory of God. This is the ultimately loving
aim of Christ’s death. He did not die to make much of us, but to free us to enjoy making much of God forever.
It is profoundly wrong to turn the cross into a proof that self-esteem is the root of mental health. If I stand
before the love of God and do not feel a healthy, satisfying, freeing joy unless I turn that love into an echo of my
self-esteem, then I am like a man who stands before the Grand Canyon and feels no satisfying wonder until he
translates the canyon into a case for his own significance. That is not the presence of mental health, but bondage
to self.
The cure for this bondage is to see that God is the one being in the universe for whom self-exaltation is the most
loving act. In exalting himself – Grand Canyon-like – he gets the glory and we get the joy. The greatest news in
all the world is that there is no final conflict between my passion for joy and God’s passion for his glory. The knot
that ties these together is the truth that God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him. Jesus Christ
died and rose again to forgive the treason of our souls, which have turned from savoring God to savoring self. In
the cross of Christ, God rescues us from the house of mirrors and leads us out to the mountains and canyons of his
majesty. Nothing satisfies us – or magnifies him – more.
By John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org
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Immeasurable Love

Charles H. Spurgeon
10

T

onight, we have to talk about the love of God: “God so loved the world.” That love of God is
a very wonderful thing, especially when we see it set upon a lost, ruined, guilty world. What
was there in the world that God should love it? There was nothing lovable in it. No fragrant
flower grew in that arid desert. Enmity to him, hatred to his truth, disregard of his law, rebellion against
his commandments; those were the thorns and briars which covered the waste land; but no desirable
thing blossomed there. Yet, “God loved the world,” says the text; “so” loved it, that even the writer of
the book of John could not tell us how much; but so greatly, so divinely, did he love it that he gave his
Son, his only Son, to redeem the world from perishing, and to gather out of it a people to his praise.
Whence came that love? Not from anything outside of God himself. God’s love springs from
himself. He loves because it is his nature to do so. “God is love.” As I have said already, nothing
upon the face of the earth could have merited his love, though there was much to merit his
displeasure. This stream of love flows from its own secret source in the eternal Deity, and it owes
nothing to any earth-born rain or rivulet; it springs from beneath the everlasting throne, and fills
itself full from the springs of the infinite. God loved because he would love. When we enquire why
the Lord loved this man or that, we have to come back to our Saviour’s answer to the question,
“Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.” God has such love in his nature that he must
needs let it flow forth to a world perishing by its own wilful sin; and when it flowed forth it was
so deep, so wide, so strong, that even inspiration could not compute its measure, and therefore the
Holy Spirit gave us that great little word SO, and left us to attempt the measurement, according as
we perceive more and more of love divine.
Now, there happened to be an occasion upon which the great God could display his immeasurable
love. The world had sadly gone astray; the world had lost itself; the world was tried and condemned;
the world was given over to perish, because of its offenses; and there was need for help. The fall
of Adam and the destruction of mankind made ample room and verge enough for love almighty.
Amid the ruins of humanity there was space for showing how much Jehovah loved the sons of
men; for the compass of his love was no less than the world, the object of it no less than to deliver
men from going down to the pit, and the result of it no less than the finding of a ransom for them.
The far-reaching purpose of that love was both negative and positive; that, believing in Jesus,
men might not perish, but have eternal life. The desperate disease of man gave occasion for the
introduction of that divine remedy which God alone could have devised and supplied. By the plan
of mercy, and the great gift which was needed for carrying it out, the Lord found means to display
his boundless love to guilty men. Had there been no fall, and no perishing, God might have shown
his love to us as he does to the pure and perfect spirits that surround his throne; but he never could
have commended his love to us to such an extent as he now does. In the gift of his only-begotten
Son, God commended his love to us, in that while we were yet sinners, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. The black background of sin makes the bright line of love shine out the more clearly.
When the lightning writes the name of the Lord with flaming finger across the black brow of the
tempest, we are compelled to see it; so when love inscribes the cross upon the jet tablet of our sin,
even blind eyes must see that “herein is love.
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This is a transcript of a sermon delivered Sunday morning, April 12, 2009,
at Oak Grove Baptist Church, Paducah, Kentucky
by S. Michael Durham.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

O

ne of my favorite hymn writers is Charles Wesley. He wrote over 6,000 hymns. Many of them are lost to
us today. But there is one I found titled O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done!
O Love divine, what hast thou done!
The immortal God hath died for me!
The Father’s co-eternal Son
Bore all my sins upon the tree.
Th’immortal God for me hath died:
My Lord, my Love, is crucified!
Is crucified for me and you,
To bring us rebels back to God.
Believe, believe the record true,
Ye all are bought with Jesus’ blood.
Pardon for all flows from His side:
My Lord, my Love, is crucified!
Behold and love, ye that pass by,
The bleeding Prince of life and peace!
Come, sinners, see your Savior die,
And say, “Was ever grief like His?”
Come, feel with me His blood applied:
My Lord, my Love, is crucified!

You cannot come to this text and not wonder in amazement. You lose yourself in the immensity of love divine.
How could God love us and to this degree? As I said a few weeks ago, to my memory, I have not preached from
this text since the Lord saved me. I cannot think of a time when the Lord laid this text heavy upon my heart. For
years I did not preach it because I naively thought its familiarity would prevent it from being powerfully preached.
But in the last few years I have fearfully avoided it thinking it too deep a subject for me to preach. I would think
it easier to explain science’s mysteries than to begin to understand John 3:16.
Some have called it “the gospel in one verse.” Others call it “the gospel in a nutshell.” Without doubt, it is the most
famous verse of the Bible. Last year, due to Max Lucado’s book on John 3:16 titled, 3:16 The Numbers of Hope,
a movement was started called, 3:16. The goal was to reach 316 million people with the message of John 3:16.
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Unarguably, the verse has been sensationalized,
which leads to misinterpretation and misapplication.
Interestingly enough though, it seems to me, that
many who have a strong biblical view of God’s
sovereignty fear John 3:16. Or if they do not fear
it they avoid it. Why? One of the reasons I think
good men either avoid this verse altogether or try
to make sure their doctrinal point of view comes
through is because John 3:16 has often been called
“the Arminian’s verse” or “the soul winner’s
Bible”—meaning people should be told God loves
them and sent Jesus to die for them, and they should
pray a particular prayer for God to save them. That
is unfortunate, since true Arminianism is not that
far, in my opinion, from a biblical and evangelical
Calvinism. John and Charles Wesley
were true Arminians. The problem
is with those who are of a Pelagian
flavor (meaning they believe man
does not have a nature so corrupted
he can’t choose Christ, and therefore
can will himself into faith without a
work of the Spirit). And so we have
people today who say things like,
“The Holy Spirit will woo your heart
like a young man tries to woo the love
of a young lady, but He will never
force Himself on you. What you must
do is what the young lady must do, you must choose
to accept the wooing or not.” John 3:16 is used to
prove this assumption.

the mistakes of others. Nor do we need to twist the verse
to mean something other than it means in order to refute
falsehood. One lie is as as bad as another as another.
I. MY PROBLEM WITH THE TEXT
The reason I have avoided this verse is not for the
above reasons. My problem is altogether different. The
question that has wearied me the most about this verse
is how could God love us to this degree? How could He
give up His highest and supreme love for us who are the
lowest link on the chain of persons? Angels are higher
created beings than we. Yet, if He had loved the angels
to give them His most prized treasure, His eternal and
special Son, it still would be baffling. How can you love
the lesser more than the greater? Is this
verse telling us that God loves us more
than His Son? If He would sacrifice
His Son for us does He love the only
begotten Son less than us? How could
He sacrifice the greater for the lesser?
The fourth century theologian Augustine
said, “God loves all his creatures; and
among these he especially loves those
he hath endowed with reason, and of
those more especially those who are
members of the Only-begotten. How
much more the Only-begotten himself!” This makes
sense. God surely loves His Son more than anything
else, including the redeemed. How could He love the
wicked more than the perfect image of Himself? How
could He love the deviant over the divine? Surely He
does not. How then do we understand this?

Augustine

It is true that you must choose Christ, but it is also
true— and is often left out by those who believe praying
their prayers save—that God does more than woo the
sinner. He convinces of sin and He gives men the heart A. Who are the Recipients of Divine Love?
and will to choose choose. Without this, they cannot be
saved. This means one thing—God saves because He The Bible says it is the world: “For God so loved the
wants to, not because a prayer was prayed.
world.” Yet, it also says we are unprofitable to God. He
gives infinity for no profit. He gives an inestimable and
Therefore, good men have avoided this verse because of infinite price and gains nothing. How do we understand
how this verse is abused. But why shun truth because of this? Spurgeon said it this way, “No fragrant flower grew
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There was nothing desirable about us, and yet He
desired us and was willing to have us at the highest
expense He could suffer.
in that arid desert. Enmity to him, hatred to his truth,
disregard of his law, rebellion against his commandments;
those were the thorns and briars which covered the waste
land; but no desirable thing blossomed there.” Spurgeon
is referring to humanity. There was nothing desirable
about us and yet He desired us and was willing to have
us at the highest expense He could suffer.
He did not so love the angels who forsook their first estate
by their rebellion. Satan and his rebellious crowd were
not long tolerated around Heaven’s throne. There was
no manifestation of love but swift expulsion and certain
damnation, for hell is made for the devil and his angels.
But the world He did so love. Mankind was created lower
than these fallen angels, yet the lowly He loved. Do you
realize the power of this thought? These angelic creatures
were so beautiful that you would be tempted to fall at their
feet in worship even as Daniel and John did. If one of
these winged seraphs would appear to us in their glory we
would be overcome with such fear that we would quake.
Our emotions would be so strained that our bodies would
be stressed to the point of fracturing and breaking apart.
But it was not for these fallen flaming spirits He gave
His Son. It was for you that He sent His Son. How do
we understand this? There is no beauty in us, no breathtaking splendor. In comparison to these amazing creatures
no human is lovely. Yet, it was the marred and unattractive
sinner that was loved by the Father.

loved.” There is an eternity in that word so. Jesus
could have said to Nicodemus, “For God loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son . .
.” and we would have accepted it and understood
that He did love us. But Jesus adds the word so to
make a statement. The Father’s love is much more
than we can fathom. He did not just love us, He
so loved us.
The degree of His love is seen in what He gave—
He gave us His only begotten Son. He did not
summons heaven’s angels and chose one of them to
die for us wretched creatures. He did not look upon
the celestial crowd and say to Himself, “Which
of these do I love the least that I can sacrifice for
men? Which of these can I spare and give up for the
elect?” Did He look Michael over and say, “I cannot
send him for He is too valuable to Me. Nor can I
send Gabriel for he has been too faithful to give up
to such cruelty”? No, this He did not do. Rather, He
looked to His right hand and upon His most beloved.
He looked to Him who is more valuable than all
the angels of heaven. He chose Him who is more
faithful than any and all the ministering spirits. He
turned to His beloved Son, the Lord of Creation, the
Eternal Word, the Everlasting Light, the Image of
His own self. God gave us His self.

The Puritan John Flavel quoting an unnamed author
B. The Degree of Divine Love
tells of a famine in Germany and a poor family who
wrestled with the decision to sell one of their children
Note the distinctive adverb Jesus used, “so.” into slavery in order to buy food. Here is Flavel telling
“God so loved.” He did not just love but He “so the story:
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calculated mathematician or accountant, you could say
you let the math answer the question—one for the many.
Give up the one and get many in return. It’s the law of
investment. If you are a politician you could reason the
sacrifice of one political alley to gain many more allies.
If you are a Caiaphas you can think, “it is expedient for
us that one man should die for the people, and not that
the whole nation should perish” (John 11:50).

A poor family being ready to perish with
famine, the husband made a motion to
the wife, to sell one of the children for
bread, to relieve themselves and the rest:
The wife at last consents it should be so;
but then they began to think which of the
four should be sold; and when the eldest
was named, they both refused to part
with that, being their first born, and the
beginning of their strength. Well, then
they came to the second, but could not
yield that he should be sold, being the very
picture and lively image of his father.
The third was named, but that also was a
child that best resembled the mother. And
when the youngest was thought on, that
was the Benjamin, the child of their old
age; and so were content rather to perish
altogether in the famine, than to part with
a child for relief.

But we are not talking about accountants or mercenary
politicians. We are talking about God Almighty who
loved His Son Jesus more than all of His creation and
yet is willing to sacrifice Him because He so loved us.
How do I begin to understand?
Well, that is my dilemma. I cannot fathom God loving
us more than Jesus. He so loved us that He gave up His
most prized possession. So how else can you translate it
but that He loves us more than His only Begotten Son?
II. GOD’S LOVE FOR US IS
BECAUSE OF GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS SON

He does not love us more than Jesus. God’s love for
us is not in opposition to Jesus, but because of Jesus.
One might read John 3:16 to say that mankind was the
true jewel or prize of God. But he would be wrong.
Such could never be the case. I don’t minimize the
John Flavel
love of God for us. Rather, I boast in it by boasting in
Christ. God loves sinners through the Only Begotten
How would you part with one of your children to save Son so that sinners can trust and love His Son. Another
the other children? Which one do you choose? The one Puritan, Thomas Manton, said it this way in His work
you love the least? But you do not love one the least. on the book of Jude:
You love them all and each for their distinctive reasons.
You could not so choose. Yet, God the Father willingly
God might have redeemed us in another way, a
yielded His Son over and gave Him up to the tormentors
free dispensation: but God so loved the world,
so that He might save His enemies. The Father joined
i.e. he took this way, that we might love Christ
Jesus’ persecutors and rejected Him and tormented Him
as well as believe in him. He might have
with the torment of the damned.
Not only does it not compute, but it also goes so
contrary to our own hearts as parents. If you are a cold-
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redeemed us so much in another way, but he
could not oblige us so much in another way.
(Thomas Manton, Jude, p. 108.)
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Manton suggests two reasons why God saves sinners
through the death of Christ Jesus. Once you see this,
John 3:16 isn’t hard to understand anymore. It makes
sense, although it remains inexplicably deep as well as
infinitely wide.
A. Christ Was Given that He Be Exalted Above All
God so loved His Son that He wanted to show to all
creation the wonder and glory of His Son. You can read
that God is love but what does that mean in terms of
your life and struggles? We often doubt God’s love
for us even though Christ demonstrated such love
on Calvary’s cross. How much more would we have
doubted had there been no such display of love? But
more than for our faith, but for the display of the glories
of Jesus, He was given. Who has ever displayed love
like our Lord Jesus? Men have died for men throughout
the centuries. But here God died for men just outside
Jerusalem on a cross. Has One so pure been sacrificed?
Has One so holy give Himself so willingly because of
His great love? One has and His name is Jesus.
God the Father willed to redeem us, and Christ fulfilled
that will flawlessly for wretches like us. How can you
not exalt this Jesus in love and worship? How can you
not feel in your heart amazement that you exclaim,
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for His enemies and make them His friends!”
God sent His Son so that the Son could display for
all to see the glory of the Son and His most excellent
and perfect attributes. All that was displayed in Christ
Jesus’ sacrifice is so God may exalt Him as the Hero of
History and Redemption.
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and
of those under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11)

We are by nature hero worshippers. We crave to
worship and thus we create our own heroes to satisfy
our need to worship. But no more does man need man
to feel this necessity to invent heroes. One has been
supplied by Heaven through divine love. He has done
the impossible. He has died and defeated death and
arose triumphant over all His enemies. We have a hero;
let us love Him and adore Him with all our hearts.
His name shall endure forever; His name shall
continue as long as the sun. And [men] shall
be blessed in Him; All nations shall call Him
blessed. (Psalms 72:17)
For the Father judges no one, but has committed
all judgment to the Son, that all should honor
the Son just as they honor the Father. He who
does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent Him. (John 5:22-23)
Here is the reason for the supreme exaltation of Christ.
The Apostle Paul says, “For to this end Christ died and
rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the
dead and the living” (Romans 14:9).
God so loved Jesus that He wanted the beautiful attributes
of Christ to be seen. And in no better way could they be
seen than in His incarnation, His humiliation, His death
and His resurrection. The glories of the redeemer are
set before us in the greatest showing of love; therefore,
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God not only gave His Son to us that we might believe of these things block the way instead of making the
in Him but that we also love Him supremely.
way accessible. The Lord God has made becoming a
follower of His as simple as trusting. The text says,
B. The Giving of the Son is the Greatest Way to Love Us “whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” Will you trust in Jesus?
Manton gives a second reason for God to sacrifice His
greatest love. Manton said, “He might have redeemed But you say, “I do trust in Jesus.” Do you now? Well
us so much in another way, but he could not oblige us then, do you have heaven’s delight in your heart? Do
so much in another way.” It is not that God loved us you experience the Father’s same love and pleasure in
more than the Son, but He loved the Son and wanted us the Son? If you truly trusted in Christ, you would. To
to enjoy Him as He does. There is no greater pleasure be saved from sin is more than being saved from hell. It
or joy than in believing and knowing Christ. Jesus said ultimately is to be saved from a small and shriveled heart,
that He came not just to give us life, but also to give a heart that is so small that it can only love one thing—
us life more abundant. If the greatest delight God has you. To be saved means to be delivered from a heart that
is to enjoy His Son, then can you not see how God so cannot enjoy God. It is a deliverance from a heart that
loved us that He would give us His Son so we could enjoys only God’s benefits, but not God Himself.
experience the same joy He has in His Son?
I hope the question that you now want an answer to is,
You look for pleasure and joy in this world, but have “What does it mean to believe in Jesus? I think I do
discovered they are fleeting. It is true the world offers an believe in Him, but I really don’t delight in Him that
abundance of thrills, but they never last. And therefore, I can say He is all that thrills my soul. So please tell
you leave one disappointment for another. You abandon me, what does John 3:16 mean when it says ‘whoever
one thrill that has become empty in order to drink from believes in Him’?”
another promise of happiness. Let your seeking end
here today. You can have Heaven’s sweetness in your It means, my dear friend, that you commit your entire
heart now while in the midst of earth’s misery.
life into His loving care. You take Him at His word that
says, “Come unto Me and I will give you rest.” Let me
III. THE LOVE OF GOD IS RECEIVED BY FAITH illustrate. If you trust someone who knows more than
you on a particular subject, then it must mean you are
If He has given us His most treasured possession that willing to do what they instruct you because they know
we too could enjoy the treasure, would He then make better than you what is needed. You are not looking to
the way to salvation difficult? No. He made it as easy yourself; you know you do not have the answer or the
and as simple as believing.
resources. You follow because you trust. Have you been
in a strange place but you were with a trusted friend
A. The Way is Uncomplicated
who knew the area very well. Did you not follow his
instructions as he guided from one place to another? Of
I hate any attempt to complicate the way to salvation. course you did. Well, that is trust. Faith does not just
Many create these devices in order to make the way easier believe God can be trusted; it trusts Him.
for the sinner. But what can be easier than believing He
who is absolutely trustworthy? All of these devices— The problem isn’t that you cannot trust Jesus. Your
praying prayers, answering a counselor’s questions, problem is that you don’t want to trust Him. You refuse
signing the card, baptism and other religious rites—all Him His rightful place as Lord and Leader. You refuse
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His word and His ways. But my searching friend, if you will simply yield, give up and rest in Christ and Him
alone, you will be saved. You will not perish. “Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but
to trust and obey.”
B. Great Love Demands Great Responsibility
If the greatest love demonstrated to men is the giving of Jesus, then the greatest sin must be to minimize, despise,
and reject the gift of the Son. If you will not trust the Son of God giving Himself for you and for your sin, then
you will perish. But you will do more than perish; you will suffer a greater condemnation. For you to have heard
from this one verse of Scripture of the greatest love and then refuse to receive it constitutes the greatest crime.
If this is the greatest act of God’s love for you, then your rejection of it must be the greatest act of hatred toward
God. That is why the Bible describes sinners as haters of God. They despise His love gift to them. They are not
moved in their hearts at all when hearing of such amazing love. Has your heart moved; has it leapt within; have
you been drawn to love the Only Begotten? If not, I say without any malice, but filled with pity for you, you are
a cruel and vicious person. To be loved by a benevolent parent but rebel, despise and take advantage of that love
cannot be called anything else but cruel. But I am not talking about being loved by a mom or dad; I have been
talking about being loved by Love itself, for God is love. To reject love divine must be more than cruel. It must
exceed our word vicious, but it cannot be called anything less.
What love has been shown you today that you would be here to hear this word? Look upon Jesus and believe that
He will save you. Oh, would you even now look at His sufferings as His love gift to you? Reach out and receive it.
Don’t delay, for how will you know you will have another moment as this when God’s presence so real will extend
to you His dear Son? If you need a lover who will never fail you, who will love you when you do not deserve it,
then trust in the Lord Jesus. He will not fail you. I cannot have much hope for you who are self-righteous. You
trust only in yourselves. You are to be most pitied because one day not even you can save you from God’s anger
toward those who would not trust His Son. But to all of you who are poor, needy, and feel the power of your sin
and wish to be free, I extend to you an introduction to the Great Lover and His divine love. Trust in Him and
experience what His love can do. Amen.
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The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God
By J. T. Crawford
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What could possibly be so difficult about the love of
God? Yes, it is amazing. Yes, it is wonderful. But is
difficult really a word that should describe this aspect
of God?

God loves them, they are unlikely to be surprised. Of
course God loves me; He’s like that, isn’t He? Besides,
why shouldn’t He love me?” Divorced from His other
aspects, we create a God that is sentimentalized.

Many see the love of God as a mirror. They see the
mirror, they see themselves reflected in it, and that
is it. God’s love is much more than that, however. It
is like a beautiful diamond that has many sides, or
facets. The diamond is one, yet each side offers its
own independent view.

This, then, raises natural questions. How does God’s
love fit with His sovereignty? How does it fit with
events such wars, genocides, mass murders, corruption,
etc.? How can God be loving and still be just at the
same time?
Lastly, the Bible speaks of God’s love in many different
ways. It speaks of Trinitarian love, a providential love
over His creation, a loving, salvific stance toward
His fallen world, a particular selecting love for His
church, and a love that is conditional, based on
obedience. None of these are exclusive, and none can
be compartmentalized.

In 2000, D.A. Carson published the short book The
Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God. It is in no way a
means to explain the love of God in all of its fullness. It
is, I think, a prodding by Carson to get readers to think
more deeply and thus urge readers on toward a difficult,
yet rewarding journey. In the first chapter, he sums up
why it is important:

All of these reasons stack up, showing us that
understanding God’s love is not an easy task. Carson
then spends the rest of the book sending the reader off
on that journey.

… it is clear that what the Bible says about the
love of God is more complex and nuanced than
what is allowed by mere sloganeering. Christian
faithfulness entails our responsibility to grow in
our grasp of what it means to confess that God
is love.

God is Love
God is love is a universal Christian axiom. John tells us
in 1 John that God is love. What does that really mean,
however, and how do we start to understand this basic,
yet complicated truth?

So why then, according to Carson, should God’s
love be judged as difficult?
First, the majority of people see God as loving, but
they do so outside of a Biblical context. In a world
that is often monistic, pluralistic, and new age, saying
that God is loving takes on vastly different meanings.
A Christian and a Hindu may utter those same words,
yet their underlying philosophies are at opposite ends
of the spectrum.

Carson begins by showing how not to do it. Most
previous generations would do it through word study.
We cannot, according to Carson, approach it solely in
that way. He then unfolds the reasons why.

Different Greek word groups have different
connotations. God’s divine love has been mostly tied to
Secondly, equally true aspects about God are often the αγαπάω (agape) word group, one that refers to “an
disbelieved, even if one believes that God is loving. act of willed self-sacrifice for the good of another.” It
Love is divorced from His sovereignty, holiness, wrath, is generous, but carries no emotional component. Does
etc. Carson says, “Nowadays if you tell people that that accurately describe divine love?
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According to Carson, this cannot be the end-all of
defining God’s love. There is evidence outside of
Biblical writings that show an increase in its usage
outside of theological reasons.

obedience then means that he is the perfect revelation
of who his Father is. It is a “pattern of divine selfdisclosure” that emanates out of love. We begin to see,
then, an emerging standard that God’s word is setting
for understanding all other love relationships in regards
In the Septuagint, the same word group is used to to the unfolding plan of redemption. The standard is the
describe something other than a noble, high love. In relationship between the Father and the Son (John 3:16,
2 Samuel, when Amnon rapes Tamar, the same Greek Romans 8:32).
word is used to describe Amnon’s “love.” When Paul
says Demas left him due to his “love” for this present This love has been in effect for all eternity. Carson says,
world, he uses αγαπάω. John speaks of the Father’s “There has always been an other-orientation to the love
love for the Son twice using two different verbs, yet of God . . . love is bound up in the very nature of God.”
any difference between the two is non-existent.
Showing, telling, commissioning, manifests love from
the Father to the Son. Love from the Son to the Father is
Purely lexical definitions of words toss out context, seen in obedience. So how do we draw a line from this
which also helps define a word. The prime example is sort of love to our own Christian experience? Jesus tells
our English word for love. The result of such a one- us. In John 15:9 he says, “As the Father loved Me, I also
sided attempt to define the love of God puts in danger have loved you; abide in My love.” In this statement
of divorcing God from any other type of emotion alone, Carson’s argument for contextualization is clear.
whatsoever, something some theologians have done.
The context of intra-Trinitarian love gives so much
According to Carson, we must proceed by looking weight and gravity to Jesus’ statement. That one verse,
at text in context. We look for themes, especially the in the proper context, goes from black and white to a
over arching theme of the continued revealing of God’s vibrant and penetrating rainbow of truth, showing even
redemptive plan. Although coming to a conclusion on more what it means for Jesus to love us. John 15:9-10
what God is love means within the pages of Scripture adds to the parallels between the intra-Trinitarian love
could warrant volume upon volume, Carson admittedly and Jesus’ love for us. “ If you keep My commandments,
scratches the surface by way of example. And what a you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My
beautiful example it is.
Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” We
obey, not as blind slaves, but upon revelation given to
He uses John 5:16-30, one of two passages in John us from a loving Father through love.
that brings out the Father’s love for the Son, the
intra-Trinitarian love of God. Jesus, in responding to Reconciling Truths
disapproval of his healing on a Sabbath, says “My Father
has been working until now, and I have been working... In the last two chapters, Carson holds the love of God
For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things up to two of His other aspects: sovereignty and wrath.
that He Himself does.” The context is the pre-industrial
way of life. Fathers show their son the family trade out of When it comes to God’s sovereignty (omnipotent,
love. The Father does this with Jesus.
omniscient, and transcendent), one must not think that
God cannot express emotion because He is sovereign. The
In this context, a son would be the image of his father in Bible speaks of both God’s emotion as well as sovereignty.
that he does exactly what his father does. Jesus’ perfect Both are equally true and thus both must be believed.
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God experiences emotions unlike we do. To suggest that He does leads to error. To run too far in the opposite
direction leads to error. God doesn’t experience emotion as a result of outside stimulation. He is not vulnerable
from the outside. He is never guided by passions nor do they spring up out of control. He doesn’t fall in love, He
“sets His affection upon.”
Carson then shows that God loves because He purposes to love. It emanates from Him because that is who He is.
It is self-originating. It is not cold and emotionless, but it is different from our love.
Carson turns his attention to the love of God and His wrath. Here, he warns us against upholding any Biblical
description of God’s love over another. When looking at wrath and God’s love, leaning too far in any direction
will lead to more error such as hyper-Calvinism.
In the End
The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God is a welcomed and needed challenge to grow in our grasp of what it
means to say God is love. D.A. Carson has placed a diamond in the field. We find it, pick it up, and view it, only
to discover more diamonds underneath. We then dig and dig, opening up a mine of infinite treasure that seems to
have no end. I suspect this is what all of eternity will be like in discovering the glories of the love of God.
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Multi-Faceted Love of God
Continued from page 6

God’s Love is not Unconditional
But God does not love unconditionally. It is an
unbiblical presentation of God’s love that creates
much harm. Does the Lord God expect anything
from us in return of His love? Absolutely—He
expects our love in faithful obedience. If that
is true, and it is, you can’t say God loves you
unconditionally. Unconditional means no conditions,
nothing expected in return. It means God accepts you
as you are without imposing any of His values on
you. He loves you just like He loves everyone else
without judgment or finding fault. In our present-day
culture that’s unconditional love. But God doesn’t
love that way. God does impose His values on us.
He does expect us to return His love with love and
faithfulness. He does make demands of us.
The question is what happens when we don’t meet
His conditions? Will He withdraw His love, or will He
continue to love us? The answer depends upon which
kind of love He loves you with. Some He rejects and
others He forgives through His Son, Christ Jesus.
Listen to what God told His people Israel in Hosea
9:15: “All their wickedness is in Gilgal, For there
I hated them. Because of the evil of their deeds I
will drive them from My house; I will love them no
more. All their princes are rebellious.” “Oh yes,” you
reply, “that is Old Testament.” Very well, then, listen
to Jesus: “He who has My commandments and keeps
them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me
will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and
manifest Myself to him” (John 14:21). He goes on to
say, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our home with him” (John 14:23). The
word if introduces conditionality.

obey Him or not. If you love Him you will obey Him.
The condition is added to help us to know whether or
not we truly love Him. Those who obey God are those
who are already loved by God with the kind of love we
called electing love. It is a love that saves them from
their sin and makes them God’s children. Thus, the
word if is a condition of distinction. It distinguishes
those who are saved by the redeeming and electing love
of God.
If God loved unconditionally, then He could not
exclude anyone from His kingdom. He would not be
able to say to the immoral man that he could not enter
heaven. Unconditional love would say, “I love you
without expecting anything from you. I may not like
your sin but I will tolerate it anyway because I love you
and have a wonderful plan for you.”
The kind of unconditional love that God is accused of
today is a kind of permissive love that turns a blind
eye to sin. It’s a love that is twisted and perverted to
blanket all men with the title “good” even though they
are not good and have no intentions of goodness. It
grants men and women safety in their sin. It destroys
the fear of pending judgment from God. You need not
fear a God that gives you unconditional love, nor do
you need to repent of sin. Why turn from sin if God
loves unconditionally? You can have your proverbial
cake and eat it too.

If God’s love is not unconditional is it then conditional?
Does God love us conditionally? Yes and no. No, in that
God did not love me conditionally when He saved me.
He loved and saved me in spite of me. But yes, now that
I am saved, there are conditions for experiencing His
love as a parent would have conditions for a child. The
Lord God loves His children graciously, but tells them
in no uncertain terms they cannot remain the way they
were when He saved them. But does Jesus introduce
What then is Jesus’ purpose injecting conditionality the word if to mean we must jump through His hoops
with the word if? It demonstrates the evidence of love. in order to be loved by Him? I answer swiftly and
You can know if you love Him or not by whether you strongly—no! Absolutely not!
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A much better way to describe our God’s love for us
is undeserved rather than unconditional.
There is a kind of conditional love that is manipulative.
It says, “I will love you only if you love me and love
me the way I demand. If you will not love me the way I
want you to, then I will withhold my love from you and
I will make your life miserable until you do love me.”

How can we be the recipients of such love? Jesus
satisfied a condition of God’s love for us. If you were
to have any chance of being forgiven of your sin and
experience redeeming love, then you needed perfect
obedience to be applied to your account. But this you
could never give. You have not been perfect nor will
How then is this love not conditional in a manipulative you ever. Yet God’s command remains, “Be perfect just
and mean-spirited way? It is not manipulative because as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Mattew 5:48) “Be
God’s kind of love makes the changes it demands. holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). How then will we
Those whom God sets His redeeming love upon are ever meet such a demand?
changed by that love. The love of God works in them
to give them new hearts with new desires. There is an The answer is the love of God. The love of God drew
inward motivation that is new to the believer.
salvation’s plan and sent Jesus, the Son of God, to die
for you and in your place. He too was given what He
Well, if the love of God is not unconditional, what is it? did not deserve—but it was not the Father’s love. No,
it was our deserved penalty that was given to Him. He
The Undeserved Love of God
deserved to be loved by His Father; instead, He received
the underserved wrath of God.
A much better way to describe our God’s love for us is
undeserved rather than unconditional. The Apostle Paul Could you imagine what angels in heaven thought
shows how undeserving we are when he said, “But God when Christ came for us? The Lord did not gather the
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we heavenly host together and announce one of them would
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). He did give up his immortal life for men. Rather He uttered the
not show His love to lovable people. “While we were still unfathomable—He would come and lay down His life
sinners” says it all. It declares a love that was not earned. It for earth’s rebels.
describes a love flowing from a heart of grace, for you see,
God’s love is gracious. He loves the unworthy. It is true If it is possible for these holy beings to be horrified
He loves you just as you are, filthy and ruined. He sets His and shocked, they must have been when the word
love upon the broken. Have you made mistakes that mar was given that the eternal Son of God would die. And
and wreck your image and reputation? Have you fallen off whom would He die for? He died for the vilest and
the fabled wall and all the king’s horses and all the king’s undeserving. He would die for those who blasphemed
men cannot put you back together again? Certainly, God His holy name. Who, reading this article, has not taken
loves you and He loves you in your fallen state.
that sacred name and thrown it out as a common word?
Who of you have not shamed His glorious name? For
You cannot deserve His love. You need not think that you He died. Surely, the angels protested that their
you must tidy up your life before you come to Him for Beloved Prince would die for we who have broken His
forgiveness. You will never come if you wait for this every command. These celestial creatures live for one
to happen. You do not deserve His love nor will you reason, to do God’s bidding, and now they watched
ever. You remain the debtor to “love so amazing and so Him disrobe Himself of His eternal light and enter the
divine.” Accept it—God’s love is undeserved.
darkest place on earth—the grave.
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This love of God is so baffling that it does not make sense God would give you and me who are so undeserving
this glorious hope of redemption. It is unthinkable that He would love us who took His Son and did the most
unspeakable acts of violence toward Him. I cannot find an explanation for so great a love as He has for me, me;
I, who cannot love Him as He so deserves, and yet He loves me as if I did. No, God’s love is not unconditional;
it’s conditioned upon the death of Jesus—that, my friend, is undeserved love. God does not love me just as I am;
He loves me despite how I am.
But His love does not leave me the way I am. I do not have to remain self-centered, living for my cares and
concerns. I can now live for Him who died for me and rose again. My life can be free of the baggage that dragged
and wore me down.
You need a Savior who can love you in spite of you. You need One who can love you enough to patiently forbear
your evil ways and conform you into the likeness of His holy Son Jesus. You need one who will not leave you nor
forsake you when you do not change as quickly as even you desire to change. You need a love that will not accept
you and leave you the way you are. You need a love that will accept you and change you into something better.
This is the love of God. And it is the only kind of love that can save.
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Real Truth Matters exists to pursue the recovery of New Testament Christianity
by promoting the pursuit of Christ as the Gospel.
Check out our website for helpful resources that will encourage your desire to pursue
Christ. Register to receive e-mail updates and news about Real Truth Matters.

May the Lamb that was slain receive
the reward of His suffering!

