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What is our great need? Is it that we would have more power or more success in 
ministry? Is our great need more resolve to serve our God, dedication to do more this 
new year? Do you see the need as more prayer or more hunger for the Bible; could 
it be as simple as the need for increased faith? 

As for me, I feel my greatest need is to see Jesus. I am gripped by my lack of 
spiritual vision. I see so little of my Christ and his glory. And when I do, it seems 
that it is way too easy to forget what I have seen. What a curse to have remaining 

corruption—to have eyes to see and see so little! As I look forward in this new year 

From The Editor

and think of all the possibilities, potentialities, and problems facing me, I am stunned 
by my complete and utter weakness to solve the problems and take advantage of the 

possibilities. Oh, that I could better see Jesus!

In Luke 14 Jesus cautions us that if we to attempt to follow him we must, hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, and our own lives also. He then proceeds to tell us that we are to count the cost. Here 
is Jesus in his own words, “For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to finish it——lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it 
begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’” (Luke 14:28-30). 

For years I have heard men expound this as Jesus warning us before we surrender to follow him to be sure we 
know what it is going to cost us so that once we embark in being a disciple we won’t turn back deciding it is too 
costly. Certainly that is in this statement. But it is there because men start following without truly assessing the 
worth of what they lose and what they gain. The reason they don’t finish what they start is because they do not 
accurately assess values. They over inflate the lesser and deflate the greater. That is what Jesus is driving at. In 
other words, I see Jesus’ warning as also a plea for us to do some honest accounting. 

He is imploring us to properly calculate the loss and gain columns. Take all that this world offers and all that I 
must love less than Jesus: family, home, comfort, pleasure; add up all that I may suffer and endure and arrive at the 
total. This is the total loss or cost. Then in another column write down one word—Jesus! That’s all, nothing more. 
If you have the proper vision to see it and assess the worth of both columns, you will see that it’s a no-brainer. 
Jesus wins hands down! You would be a fool not forsake the lesser to gain the greater. 

This is how Paul did his spiritual accounting. He said, “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 
Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:7-8). 

So, hopefully you see why, as far as I’m concerned, our greatest need is to see Jesus, to evaluate him for his honest 
worth, to be able to correctly appraise his value. If we are given the grace to see him more clearly, then we will 
gladly turn our backs on all that we now inflate. We will turn our losses into gains.
                       Heartily Yours,
                 S.Michael Durham
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Confusing faith with assurance is perhaps the second greatest blunder we commit when dealing with the subject of 
faith. The first is to think that knowing and agreeing with what are considered to be biblical facts is the same as 
faith in Christ, or in other words, that faith is an intellectual exercise only. That is why 84% of Americans believe 

themselves to be Christians, but only 7% can be defined as a biblical Christian according to the Barna Research Group. A 
vast majority believes certain facts about Christianity and thus see themselves as Christians.

But even true Christians are also guilty of misunderstanding faith. The problem is they define faith and assurance as one and 
the same. Now it is true that faith must have some degree of assurance. But the biblical record suggests that the degree of 
assurance that faith may have can be very minimal. 

The problems that arise from confusing faith and assurance are several. To begin with, unless you feel a great deal of 
certainty you may not think you have any faith. Faith is confused as a “feeling of certainty.” Therefore if you do not feel 
certain you think yourself to be faithless. 

Another problem, with thinking faith and assurance are the same, is confusing conversion to be a feeling of assurance. There 
are some in churches today not yet converted because this is their problem. Instead of trusting Christ they wait for some sort 
of feeling. Perhaps, dear reader, you are one of them. For you to believe that you have trusted Christ unto salvation you need 
to feel something. But what do you think you should feel? No doubt you can’t answer that. You don’t know what it is you 
should feel; you just know you should feel something. This is what happens when substituting assurance for faith. 

I want to address this confusion of faith for assurance and bring to light its error. I do so with the grand hope that God’s 
children will be strengthened in their faith to trust the Lord more securely. And that those outside the family of God may 
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enter in. It is the desire of the people of God to remove any 
obstacle, any hindrance on the road to the Savior. 

Definition of Faith

In the last two issues of The Expositor we have dealt with 
faith. The first article was titled, What is Faith? I defined faith 
as a deeply passionate and convinced trust. It is more than just 
knowing about Christ and accepting his truth claims as being 
legitimate. It is trusting yourself to his claims. It involves an 
act of entrusting yourself to him and his promise to receive 
you. For faith to be real it must surrender something into the 
care of someone or something.

In the second article we explained the evidences of faith. 
Faith is a conviction that prompts obedience to Christ. If you 
hear the Lord say, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me,” 
and “The one who comes to Me I will by no means cast 
out,” and you say to yourself, “I am sure that this Jesus is the 
Son of God and that he will do as he has promised. I believe 
that he meant exactly as he has spoken and if I am to be a 
follower of his I must deny myself, and take up my cross and 
follow Jesus. I know that if I go to him in this manner he will 
not cast me out or aside. Therefore, because I accept this as 
the truth I will now do it.” And you do it; you turn from your 
sin and self and cast your future into his hands. This is faith, 
and as you can see faith is an action as well as an attitude. 
There is no other kind of faith but the one that acts. 

Biblical faith does not say, “I will do nothing but accept his 
goodness and charity towards me.” Faith obeys what the 
Master has commanded. It obeys for the very fact it does 
trust him. Faith rests in his word because faith rests in him. 
It has the utmost and complete confidence in the person of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore it cannot ignore his commands; it 
will not be idle. Faith generates the effort of obeying.

But how can you know if your obedience is not merely legal 
rather than springing from faith? Faith itself may operate 
without detection and is sometimes imperceptible, but you 
can know faith is active by its results. Faith is always followed 
by certain traits. A cleaning crew comes in at night and does 
their work when all the other employees have gone home. 
But the next morning the employees know the cleaning crew 
was there by the results they left, even though they were not 
there to see them; the trash is gone, the floor is clean, the 
spill was cleaned up, and the furniture was straightened. 

I do not always see faith but I see its handiwork. It leaves 
its footprints upon the soul. Humility, which is a lack of 
trust in ones self, is a footprint of faith. Love for Christ is 
also a result of faith, as well as obedience. These are the 

evidences of our faith and not some legalistic performance 
that so many offer.

Although faith cannot exist without obedience coupled by 
humility and love, it can exist with little to no assurance. 
Jesus never said if you have assurance the size of a mustard 
seed “you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for 
you.” But he did say this of faith. Let me be quick to say that 
at the moment of conversion that faith does have a degree 
of assurance. There is no doubting this. But one can have 
exercised faith and later not be sure of salvation. This is not 
double talk. Let me explain.

Definition of Assurance

What is assurance if it is not faith? Assurance is the certainty 
that Jesus is yours personally and that you are his. Faith is a 
trust in Christ alone, but not necessarily of your interest in the 
Savior, while assurance is your hope of your interest in him 
who died for sinners. It is the knowledge of your position in 
Christ, that his death has been your death and his life your life. 
Assurance is a gift given by God granting you confidence that 
you have believed upon his Son and that you are his. 

Assurance is the seal of God documenting that you are indeed 
his child. In Ephesians 1:13 the Apostle Paul calls assurance 
the sealing of the Spirit. In certain industries there is a high 
degree of fraudulent activity. Our currency has undergone 
several changes in the last few years to curtail counterfeiters 
printing bogus money. The United States Treasury has 
introduced watermarks and seals that certify authenticity. In 
sports memorabilia sealed documentation verifies the athlete 
has genuinely signed the artifact. The seal says to all that the 
signature is authentic. 

The sealing of the Spirit or assurance is no different. It is 
God’s seal proving to ourselves and others that we are his 
children. The Apostle Paul says, “Who hath also sealed 
us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (2 
Corinthians 1:22). And how does the Holy Spirit do this? 
The apostle answers in Romans 8:16, “The Spirit itself bears 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.” In 
other words, the Holy Spirit makes us to know that we are 
the children of God. This is assurance of our salvation. This 
is a gift and it is the rightful inheritance of all who are saved. 
But please note—all who are saved—saved already! This 
sealing is not salvation, but a proof of it.

Without faith a man will not enter heaven, but without assurance 
a man may enter the gates of that City. Faith is essential to being 
made right with God, but assurance is not. And this is why there 
is a problem when you confuse the two. If you make being sure 
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that you are a Christian the same thing as faith, then you will 
no doubt make many weaker brothers and sisters despair of 
eternal life because they are not so sure. And in the end you 
make something other than Jesus the trust of the soul; you make 
assurance the ultimate prize rather than Christ “in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Assurance Always Follows Faith

Faith must precede assurance. You cannot be made sure 
of something that has not happened. So I say, assurance 
always follows faith. Spurgeon said, “Faith is a necessary 
preliminary to assurance; you must have the blade of faith 
before you can have the ripe corn of assurance” 

Jonathan Edwards argued tenaciously that faith preceded 
assurance of salvation. He said, “faith was greater than any one’s 
subjective feelings; and that faith precedes assurance, survives 
its lapses, and invites man to struggle for his assurance.” 

There is no doubt that a kinship between faith and assurance 
exists. And we see 
this from Hebrews 
10:22, “Let us draw 
near with a true heart 
in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an 
evil conscience and 
our bodies washed 
with pure water.” The 
writer to the Hebrews 
exhorts us to draw near 
to God with “the full 
assurance of faith.” 
Thus assurance must 
somehow be connected 
with faith without 
being necessary to becoming a Christian. How? 

The answer is as Spurgeon and Edwards have suggested, 
assurance flows from faith. It belongs to faith and rises from 
faith. Often Spurgeon was fond to say it this way, “it is the 
milk that brings the cream. Faith is the milk, and assurance 
is the cream. You must get your assurance from your faith; 
and if it be a simple faith which relies entirely upon Jesus 
Christ, it will, if not directly, yet very speedily, bring you 
some degree of assurance of your interest in Christ.” 

Assurance Comes By Degrees

Using Spurgeon’s illustration of milk and cream we can say 
that the degree of cream that the milk produces can vary 

from one pail to another, from one milking to another, from 
one cow to another. The percentage of cream varies and so 
does assurance. This is what we see in Hebrews 10:22. The 
author says that we should come to God with a heart in full 
assurance. The command to come with a full heart states that 
the heart may not be full, that our hearts can be less than full 
of the assurance of faith. 

The same author said this prior to chapter 10. He says in 
Hebrews 6:11, “And we desire that each one of you show 
the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the 
end.” In other words, work hard to have full assurance. This 
acknowledges that a Christian’s assurance may be less than 
full and complete. In fact, it may very well be non-existent. 
Faith will survive if it is genuine faith, but sometimes it will 
survive alone without any assurance. 

Faith’s Existence Amidst Fear And Doubt

If faith can operate without assurance, seeing that faith 
precedes assurance, then certainly faith can exist alone 

even amid fears and 
doubts. In fact, in your 
life as a Christian you 
have experienced this. 
You have trusted in 
Christ Jesus without 
the least bit of 
certainty that the Lord 
would deliver you 
from what Bunyan 
called the “Giant of 
Despair.” You could 
not confidently say 
that God would 
rescue you from your 
great trial. Yet, in the 
midst of your fiery 

ordeal, as fears and doubts raged, you never ceased to 
believe in your Deliverer. You, like Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, could not say with any assurance that the 
Lord would deliver you from the hand of your enemy, but 
whether he would or not did not matter, you would still 
trust in him.
 
Are we to foolishly think that those three Hebrew men had no 
fear as they stood before Nebuchadnezzar; that as they were 
taken to the blazing furnace that there was no natural instinct 
to fear death by fire? You should read historical accounts of 
martyrs. Often when being led to the stake or executioner 
fear would consume some of them. Some would even faint 
with it, but in spite of their fears they would not recant. They 
kept their faith in Christ unto the very end.

It is the milk that brings 
the cream. Faith is the 

milk, and assurance is the 
cream. You must get your 
assurance from your faith!
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Illustrations of This Principle

In the article, What is Faith? I gave an illustration of 
faith, showing that it is committing yourself to someone 
or something. I wish to use the illustration again only 
this time to emphasis a different point. You are on a high 
mountain and you come to a deep gorge where a rope 
bridge crosses the expanse between two exceedingly high 
cliffs. You must get to the other side and there is no other 
way. You are not sure if the bridge will hold your weight. 
You do not know the rope’s age or soundness. Fear grips 
your heart and you are terrified of having to walk on 
something that appears so frail. If it were a bridge of steel 
and concrete you would think nothing of it. But it isn’t. 
It’s strands of cord wrapped into a rope.

You must get to the other side 
and this is the only way. In a 
moment you choose to give 
yourself to the bridge. With 
the first step all seems well, 
but each step is still plagued 
with doubt, but even with your 
doubts you keep going. You 
have entrusted your safety to 
the roped overpass proving that 
trust can exist even amidst fear 
and doubt.

But this is an illustration of my 
own creation and it is not one 
from Scripture. Therefore, let’s 
go to the Bible and see if there 
are illustrations confirming that 
faith and doubt can coexist. 
Remember the struggling faith of a father whose son was 
possessed by an evil spirit? 

He brought his demon-plagued boy to the disciples, but they 
could not expel the demon. When the Lord Jesus arrived on 
the scene and is confronted with the situation, Jesus tells the 
father “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who 
believes.” Without hesitation the father cried out and said 
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:23-
24). Surely, this is a confession from a man whose faith was 
small and was languishing amid many doubts. Yet in spite of 
doubts there was faith and Christ responded to the weak faith 
and healed the man’s son. 

Another illustration of faith dwelling alongside with fear 
and doubt is from an experience of the dear Apostle Peter. 
One night on a blustery and cantankerous Sea of Galilee 
the apostles were alone in a boat trying to make their way 

across the sea. The Lord Jesus suddenly came into their view 
walking toward them on the water. Peter impulsively shouts 
out to the Lord, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water” (Matthew 14:28). Once Peter heard the 
word, “Come,” he, without hesitation, crawled over the hull 
of the boat and walked on water towards the Lord. 

Before we analyze Peter’s failure I would that we 
understand the great faith that would make a man catapult 
himself out of a boat and think he could walk on water. It 
is quite amazing. No other apostle showed such faith. If 
Peter looked over his shoulder he would have seen eleven 
men sitting in a boat stunned with disbelief. So we must not 
berate Peter too much for I am sure that had any of us been 
in that boat that night we would have been content to sit in 
the boat and wait for the Lord to come to us. There is no 

doubt Peter had faith!

But Peter also shows doubt 
along with fear. The Word of 
God says, “But when he saw 
that the wind was boisterous, 
he was afraid” (Matthew 
14:30). Fear is the antagonist 
of faith. Yet Peter’s faith is 
not dead. He cries out again 
to the Lord, “Lord, save me!” 
(Matthew 14:30). This the Lord 
does but not without asking, “O 
you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” (Matthew 14:31). Here 
in Jesus’ question, the Lord 
acknowledges both Peter’s 
faith and doubt. The Lord does 
not say, “O you of no faith, why 

did you doubt?” He plainly, clearly states that Peter had faith 
while at the same time had doubt. I don’t want to justify 
Peter’s doubt nor do I want to justify ours. Obviously to 
doubt the Lord Jesus cannot be regarded anything else but 
sin. But what I want to make sure is that we all see that faith 
and doubt may exist in the same person at the same time.

Definitely we should discourage a faith that is unaccompanied 
and unadorned by assurance, but not at the expense of 
wounding weak faith. We must not discourage the weak of 
heart by telling them that they are not a Christian because 
their assurance of God’s forgiveness is small or missing. It 
might be true that they are not a Christian, but you or I must 
not come to that conclusion solely because of an absence of 
assurance. If the fruit of the Spirit is not present, if a heart of 
obedience cannot be found in them, or a love resulting from 
having seen the transcending beauty of Christ is absent, then 
it is our duty to warn them of their soul’s danger. But to say 
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that a man is not a Christian because he is struggling, having 
little to no assurance, is wrong. Many of the Lord’s ablest 
and proficient saints have had seasons when their assurance 
was non-existent. 

An Objection to this Principle

Since this is so contrary to what so many of us have believed, 
we must take a moment and deal with a very important 
objection. One verse that seems to contradict what I am 
saying is James 1:5-8. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it 
will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he 
is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.

James says that a man who 
asks wisdom of God must 
not doubt. Thoughts of 
uncertainty, lack of assurance 
and fears that God will not 
do what he has promised and 
what we have asked seems 
to be the antitheses to faith. 

How can James be so bold 
and seem to contradict the 
experiences of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were 
not sure if the Lord would deliver them from the king’s fiery 
furnace? They said, “Our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace . . . But if not, let 
it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up” 
(Daniel 3:17-18).

How could James speak contrary to the father whose son 
was healed? The poor man said that he believed and yet 
confessed at the same time that his faith was weak? And how 
could James say the opposite of his own half-brother Jesus 
who said to Peter that he had both faith and doubt?

The Answer to the Objection

The answer is that James does not challenge any of these 
passages of Scripture. Yes, he does say that we should 
not doubt, but we have already shown that men have 
exercised faith in the midst of doubt and fear. Therefore, 
James cannot mean that the presence of doubt will short-

circuit prayer and faith. He is not saying that doubt cannot 
exist. Rather he is to be understood that a man must not 
give in to any doubts he may be experiencing. 

It’s been established that faith in God is the act of entrusting 
yourself to him. Every opportunity to trust the Lord is also 
an opportunity not to trust him. Faith must not only choose 
to commit and submit to Christ but it must also reject any 
doubt or fear that would oppose it. It’s not the presence of 
doubt and fear that is faithlessness or sin. It is the trusting 
our doubt and fear instead of Christ Jesus. 

What James is saying is that when we pray we must have 
faith in the word of God and must not trust our doubt and 
fear. The key word is double-minded in verse 8. The word 
is literally two-minded or two-souled. One moment the 
heart moves towards God and the next moment it sides 
with its fears and doubt. James is describing a man that 

knows that God can give 
him what he needs but he 
chooses to trust his doubt 
and fear more than he does 
God.  He is double-souled. 

Doubt can be generated by 
the devil as a temptation—
“Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden’?” This 
question to Eve was to 
generate doubt in God. To 
Christ, the tempter said, 

“If You are the Son of God, command that these stones 
become bread.” But the suggestion of doubt was not sin 
for Eve or the Lord. The thought of doubt in the mind is 
not a sin unless you begin to believe it. To be tempted 
is not sin on your part. Sin is when you succumb to the 
temptation and commit yourself to it. Therefore, having 
doubts is not sin, nor is the presence of fear a sin.

Sin entered Eve when she trusted the doubt that Satan 
suggested over the word of God. And this is what James 
is saying. Yes, doubts and fears will come. It is the nature 
of fallen men and the world in which we live. The enemy 
will come and howl in our ears. The sound of his voice can 
generate much fear, but, my friend, remember his howl is his 
only weapon against you! It is a lie. He is not only a liar but 
he is a defeated liar. His head has received the fatal wound. 
Bleeding and mortally wounded, all he can do is contradict 
the word of our “Yea and Amen,” the Logos of God.

If you have refused to trust in yourself any longer and 
committed yourself to the rule of Christ believing that he 

But let him ask in faith, with 
no doubting, for he who 

doubts is like a wave of the 
sea driven and tossed by the 

wind (James 1:6).
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is worthy of your trust, then you are saved. It is the grace 
of God that has enabled you to do this. Although you may 
not feel saved and may be completely void of any hope 
that you are his, is not any biblical proof that you are not 
a believer. The Lord Jesus says, “He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life” (John 6:47).  He did not say, “If you 
believe you are saved then you have eternal life.” No, the 
word is if you believe in him. Saving faith has only eyes for 
Jesus. It will not trust feelings, prayers or religion. I’m not 
saying that it’s alright to not have assurance. Faith without 
assurance is weak faith at best—but it is faith. 

I wish for the feeble and lame in faith to rise, take up their 
beds and walk. If you trust Christ only for sins forgiven 
and life eternal, then faith exists by the grace of God within 
you. If you can say, “I know that my goodness will never 
gain me his divine favor only his life given for me is my 
badge of hope. Here is where I stand. This is the truth and 
hope of sinners.” Then rejoice in grace given! Lift your 
voice in praise for “though your sins be as scarlet they are 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.”

If you have seen something of the awesomeness of Christ 
himself, and your heart has been attracted to him, then grace 
has done a supernatural work already. If someone should 
lay down an exquisite diamond ring, studded with huge 
diamonds that sparkle with stunning brilliance, you wouldn’t 

need persuasive arguments convincing you it was both 
beautiful and valuable. You would instantly see its worth. So 
is everyone that has faith. God has given them eyes to see 
the worth and grandeur of his Son. Whereas once they were 
blind to the stunning brilliance of Heaven’s Jewel, now they 
can see and in this case seeing is believing. 

But you ask, “how can I rejoice if I feel no certainty that I am 
his?” You can because the fruit of faith, which is assurance, 
must be preceded by faith. If you have faith, then assurance 
will come eventually. The plant of salvation has as its root faith 
and assurance is its blossom. A plant can well survive without 
the flower but it cannot live without its root. If the bloom is 
not seen and the fragrance of the flower is absent, this is not 
proof that the plant does not live. Give attention to Christ and 
tend to the plant of faith within your heart and surely with 
proper care the bud of assurance will begin to appear. 

To the Christian, do not be discouraged if you do not feel faith 
or if assurance has lost its petals and has wilted on the vine. It 
is these very times that keep us from becoming presumptuous 
and from becoming self-sufficient. I think it the design of the 
Holy Spirit to use the seasons when the flowers are not in bloom 
to teach us how to grow and develop our roots stronger and 
deeper. So let’s not confuse faith any longer with assurance. 
Keep your eyes on the Prize, “looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith,” and assurance will rise.

Listen carefully to certain scriptures. I want to show you that you do not get the 

witness of the Spirit until you first have saving faith. Now listen “Because ye are 

sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 

Father.” Mark you, because you are sons. But you are not sons until you receive 

Jesus. “For as many as received him, to them gave he the power to become the 

sons of God.” Therefore, faith, and saving faith, in every essential feature of it, 

comes before you are a son at all—precedes it. I appeal to inspiration. You are 

all the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ. Faith is the instrumentality that 

puts you into the family. Faith gives you the power to become a son, and after 

you are a son, then, because you are his son, there is sent forth into your heart 

this spiritual testimony. How soon after, the Scriptures never say. How, then, can anyone maintain that this 

Spirit-witness is identical with faith, or that it is simultaneous with it? It is absolutely impossible.

B.H. Carroll, founder of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
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The most stubborn obstacle to truth is not ignorance but lies. To the innocent and unlearned, the word falls 
on clean, receptive soil, unhindered by preconceived ideas. But to seasoned believers, who will make up 
the greater part of readers of this book, the pure seed of truth set forth herein must try to find a lodging in 

soil that is already chock full of thorns and weeds that have been accumulated through false teaching about the 
subject of faith through the years. Therefore, it is of necessity that the first things we say must be negative. All the 
false ideas of faith must be cast down or they will be constantly rearing themselves up in the reader’s mind, taking 
exception to revealed truth.
 
We are going to consider, one by one, those things which we generally call faith, and demonstrate that they are manifestly 
not Bible faith. It will become apparent as we go along that some of these things are directly against faith, and some are the 
exact opposite.
 
Faith is not a state of mind. Faith does involve an intellectual state. The mind is involved. But an opinion or a 
conviction about something is not faith. As James pointed out “the demons believe and tremble.” Have they faith? 
Are they justified by their believing? Of course not, although their “believing” is of a higher quality than that of the 
converts of modern day evangelism: At least they tremble, a phenomenon exceedingly rare today. But faith is more 
than a frame of mind about something. It is something you do that can be seen. Otherwise, why did James ask that he 
might see it? (James 2:18).
 
Not only does a state of mind fail to constitute faith, but sometimes faith is exercised when knowledge or the intelligence 
contributes seemingly little. When King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden image and commanded everyone to fall down 
and worship it at the sound of prescribed music, Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego, refused to do so. The king then 
promised to throw them into a burning fiery furnace. “...and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands.” 

What Faith Is Not

This article is a chapter from Conrad Murrell’s book, Faith Cometh. Brother Murrell has not only kindly 
given us permission to reprint it here, but also allowed us to condense it for The Expositor.

By Conrad Murrell
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The king challenges the faith of the three men. Notice they 
were not able to say that they were of opinion that God 
would deliver them, but that God was able (Daniel 3:17). 
“But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up.” That is a confession of faith. It is made in 
view of the second commandment. “Thou shall not make 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the waters beneath the earth: Thou shalt now bow down 
thyself unto them, nor serve them:” (Deut. 5:8-9). Their act 
of obedience was in view of what God had said although 
they could not say what He would do. You do not have to 
know the outcome to act in faith. This brings up the second 
false idea of faith.
 
Faith is not assurance. These are two different words 
with completely different meanings. Many people have 
false assurance yet no faith. 
Have you ever felt perfect 
assurance that something 
was going to turn out a 
certain way, and then see it 
turn out exactly opposite? 
Have you ever been sure 
about something, and then 
discover you were wrong? 
Even so, I fear many people 
have assurance of salvation 
that have no faith and will 
surely be surprised to wake 
up in hell. This comes, to 
a great degree, from false 
teaching about faith and 
from reversing the order of faith and assurance. Many 
precious saints live a life of faith and never have any 
abiding assurance. I do not think this is desirable or 
necessary, nevertheless, it is far more safe than living a 
deceived life under a false assurance in which there has 
never been real Bible faith. John Bunyan, a mighty saint of 
God, whose classic writings have blessed millions, never 
had a consistent assurance. Yet, his life demonstrates a 
paragon of Bible faith and his fruits are those of a man 
of God.
 
Assurance comes through continued faith and a 
progressive revelation of the goodness of God and His 
design in grace toward us. We gain hope through faith 
and, continuing in faith, are assured. (Heb. 6:11, II Pet. 
1:5-10) You need not consider yourself faithless if you 
lack assurance and are yet obedient. If, however, you 
have assurance in disobedience, you have good reason to 
believe that assurance is false.

Let me give one illustration. God has determined to set 
His people free from their Egyptian bondage. He has 
demonstrated His power in a number of miracles and 
plagues upon Egypt, but Pharaoh has stubbornly refused 
to let them go. Now, He promises one more plague He will 
bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt, and the children of 
Israel will surely be set free. He will pass through the land 
of Egypt and smite the firstborn in every house so that they 
die. The Israelites are to kill a lamb and apply the blood 
upon the side posts and the upper door post of the house 
wherein they live and eat the lamb. He promises to spare 
the house where the blood is applied. Now, let us consider 
two possible attitudes of Jewish householders to these 
tidings. Here is one man who, upon hearing the command 
of God and the threat of the death of his firstborn, does not 
take it too seriously. He is quite busy all day making final 
preparations to leave Egypt and doesn’t get around to killing 
the lamb and applying the blood, but he has assurance about 

the matter. God is a good 
God. He will not kill our 
little boy. He knows I have 
been busy all day and just 
haven’t had time to do 
what He told us we should. 
Everything is going to be 
all right. There is nothing to 
worry or be concerned about. 
Here is the second man. The 
prospect of all the firstborn 
in Egypt dying strikes fear 
to his heart. He is alarmed, 
and sets about to diligently 
obey all that God has said 
to do. Even after slaying 

the lamb and applying the blood, he has no assurance 
about the safety of his child. All night long he is uneasy, 
constantly checking to see if his son is safe. When God 
came through Egypt that night, what was he looking for? 
He was not looking to see if the people were frightened 
or comfortable. He was looking for blood. And when He 
saw the blood, He saw faith.  Faith is not a frame of mind, 
a conviction or assurance: It is something you do, in view 
of who God is and what He has said. The walk of faith is 
the walk and behavior of a people whose hearts are set on 
obedience to God. They do not necessarily have assurance 
about the outcome of their obedience, but they are sure that 
they cannot bear the consequences of disobedience. Faith 
is faithfulness. A faithful people are a people whose hearts 
are set on following the Lord. Assurance is desirable and 
blessed, but it is the reward, not the substance, of faith.
 
Promotion is not faith. While preaching a series of 
meetings at a church in Georgia a few years ago, another 

Assurance comes through 
continued faith and a 

progressive revelation of the 
goodness of God and His 
design in grace toward us.
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pastor came by the pastor’s home in which I was staying. 
He was bubbling over with excitement about how he 
was learning all about faith. He had already “believed 
God” for several things and gotten them, and he was 
now believing God for a riding lawn mower. “It won’t be 
long before I will have it,” he declared. “I have already 
announced it in church twice, describing exactly the 
kind God is going to give me.” That is not faith. That 
is promotion! Sooner or later someone is going to “feel 
led” to buy him a riding lawn mower to get God off 
the hook. After all he has believed God for it and if he 
doesn’t now get it, he will become disillusioned about 
God. Someone will have to do something to save God’s 
face and the preacher’s faith.
 
Preachers of this sort of faith will defend it by saying 
that people must declare their faith, that is, they must tell 
exactly what they are believing God for. Then they will 
cite biblical examples 
of such. There are 
many: Gen. 22:5, 
Abraham said, I and 
the lad will go yonder 
and worship and come 
again unto you. “God 
will provide himself a 
lamb.” Ex. 14:23 “The 
Egyptians whom ye 
have seen today, ye 
shall see them again 
no more forever.” II 
Kings 5:10 “Go and 
wash in Jordan seven 
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee and thou 
shalt be clean.” We have no argument with the prophetic 
declarations that come as a direct revelation of God’s 
purpose. But note this carefully. In every instance the thing 
declared is totally beyond the ability of the hearer’s human 
means to perform. It had to be a supernatural work of God. 
None hearing the prophesy could fulfill it. It had to be God. 
Now were these declarations made to prove that the person 
had faith? Most certainly not! The prophets would have 
shuddered at the thought. They were made to prove God 
was faithful. Often simple Christians, in their anxiety and 
strong desire to prove they have faith, declare something 
that they have not seen with spiritual vision. Then they have 
to stretch and strain circumstances to make it appear that 
what they said was a declaration of faith. All of this sort of 
bondage is saddled upon Christians through an erroneous 
teaching  about faith.
 
I arrived at a city in Louisiana for a series of meetings 
on Sunday morning a few years ago. The pastor greeted 

me with a big smile and a confident declaration that we 
were going to have revival that week. “We are believing 
God for revival this week,” he declared. During the 
announcement time he not only talked about the revival 
we were going to have but the “200 we are going to have 
in Sunday School next Sunday.” Then he asked everyone 
who was believing God for revival that week and 200 
in Sunday School next Sunday to raise their hands. Of 
course, every person dutifully raised his hand. Who wants 
to be accused of unbelief? When it came time for me to 
speak I simply observed that one of two things was true. 
The first possibility being that we would see revival that 
week and 200 in Sunday School the next Sunday or the 
second possibility would surely be true. Namely: Everyone 
present including the preacher had lied. If they were truly 
believing God with Bible faith and assurance, then what 
they were believing would happen. Otherwise, they were 
not believing and were simply lying when they said they 

were. I do not doubt 
they were trying to 
believe, but that has no 
more substance than 
downright unbelief.
 
Carnal desire is not 
faith. Faith is being 
preached as something 
which you use to get 
things from God. It 
is a gimmick which, 
when rightly used, 
will produce for you 
oodles of this world’s 

goods. After all, did not God put all the good things here 
for His people? Does He not intend for us to have the best 
of everything? Why should God’s people let the devil’s 
crowd get all the goodies? One prominent evangelist even 
went to far as to say recently, that if you are a Christian 
and poor, it is a pretty good indication that you are not 
right with God.  Paul has some strong words about such 
men in I Timothy 6:5 -”... men of corrupt minds, and 
destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: 
from such withdraw thyself.” Do they not know that Satan 
is declared to be the prince of this world, and that it was 
he, not God, who offered it all to the Savior, asserting 
that it was within his power to give it to whomsoever he 
would? Jesus did not dispute the devil’s claim to do so. He 
only declared his intention to serve the Lord God without 
the enticement of carnal motivation.
 
Recently, I met a man whose pastor I had been a number of 
years ago. In the course of inquiry about his family I asked 
him about his son. “He’s a Buddhist,” he said. “A 

What difference does it 

make what you name your 

god if you have nothing but 

an idol in your heart?
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Buddhist,” I exclaimed. “How did that happen?” This is 
the story he told me. While in Japan, he met and became 
involved with a Japanese girl and ultimately married her. 
She became pregnant and gave birth to twin boys who 
having birth defects lived a short while and died. He was 
out of work and in impoverished circumstances. All this 
time he was trying to resolve the religious conflict with his 
wife by trying to get her to become a Christian. Finally, she 
made him a proposition. “Pray to Buddha 30 days,” she 
asked him, “and if Buddha doesn’t deliver us in that time, 
then I will become a Christian. He did. On the 29th day he 
got a call from a large firm with a fabulous job offer. He 
became a Buddhist. “Why do you want to serve that false 
god,” his father asked him. “Why should I serve Jesus,” 
he replied? “He never gave me anything but poverty, 
two deformed babies that died, and a hard time. Buddha 
has given me a good job, lots of money, two fine healthy 
children. I travel all over the world and live like I please. 
Why shouldn’t I serve Buddha?”
 
Now, someone may immediately object that this 
illustration does not apply since the boy was praying to 
Buddha. What difference does it make what you name 
your god if you have 
nothing but an idol 
in your heart? There 
were false “Jesuses” 
in the days of Paul and 
there are still plenty of 
false Christs... demon 
spirits, who are the 
dynamic behind every 
form of idolatry, and 
they will answer the idolater’s prayer. Such is the sure 
snare one falls into when he attempts to serve God for 
mammon. He will serve a god, but not the Savior of the 
Bible. An image may be only the imaginations of the mind 
and the heart but it is an image nonetheless. Such a person 
does not have his heart set upon God, but upon the things 
he wants from God. Be careful that you are not guilty of 
the very thing of which Satan accused Job. “Doth Job fear 
God for nought? Hast not thou made a hedge about him 
and about his house, and about all that he hath on every 
side? Thou hast blessed the works of his hands and his 
substance is increased in the land (Job 1:9-10). Satan was 
wrong in the case of Job. Is he wrong in your case? Are 
you delighted with God, or the things you get from God?
 
Carnal ambition is not faith. This is simply another variety of 
the idolatry described above. An example is given in Ezekiel 
14:1-4. “Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, 
and sat before me. And the word of the Lord came unto 
me saying, Son of man, these men have set up their idols 

in their heart and put the stumbling block of their iniquity 
before their face: should I be inquired of at all by them? 
Therefore, speak unto them and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord God; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth 
up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumbling block of 
his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet: I the 
Lord will answer him that cometh according to the multitude 
of his idols.”
 
In the Old Testament, when men sought the Lord they 
often would “inquire of the Lord” at the mouth of one 
of His prophets. Today, of course, men of evangelical 
Christianity pray directly by the access that is given us 
in Christ Jesus. Now Ezekiel, the prophet, is being faced 
with men who are “inquiring of the Lord.” God says 
they have idols in their heart. Imaginations of men’s 
mind are nothing but “images” which their hearts fondly 
dwell upon. And while outwardly they say that they are 
seeking the Lord, the image of what they really seek is 
in their minds and hearts.
 
A person conceives of an objective or goal in his mind. 
He sets his heart on attaining it. He, in his imaginations, 

can see himself as 
having obtained it, 
and that image in his 
mind becomes an idol 
which he worships 
and will do anything 
to get. In the business 
world it may be 
financial success. In 
the political world 

it may be political power, an office gained. But, in the 
religious world, it is religious success. A preacher sets a 
goal for himself to pastor a certain size congregation. An 
evangelist has a goal for a certain number of converts, a 
certain financial bracket. A writer sets out to make a name 
for himself in the publishing world. A Christian sets his 
heart on obtaining a certain spiritual gift.
 
Although all this is undertaken with repeated pious 
utterances such as, “for the glory of God,” “for souls,” 
“for the good of the church,” the real driving power behind 
the thing is the image in the mind of having obtained the 
desired success. Success, thus, replaces God as the central 
figure in the man’s heart. Satan now has an idol behind 
which he can work.
 
God says, “I, the Lord, will answer him that cometh 
according to the multitude of his idols;” The Lord will let 
a man have his idols, he will let him obtain his goals, his 
success, his so-called gifts and leave him in his deception. 

Are you delighted with 
God, or the things you 

get from God?
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I the Lord will answer him by my self”(Vs. 7). “And I will 
set my face against that man, and will make him a sign 
and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my 
people” (Vs. 8).
 
Delight thyself in the Lord and He will give thee the 
desires of thine heart, is a precious promise; but modern 
preachers have misused it. Those whose delight it is to 
faithfully obey the Lord do find Him graciously supplying 
their needs and desires; but their faith is not turned in the 
direction of their desires but toward the Lord. Prosperity 
and success is indicative of nothing. They certainly do not 
testify of faith.
 
Presumption is not faith. A pediatrician who practices 
in Tennessee near a large fundamental Christian college 
complained of being taken advantage of by several 
ministerial students in the college. They would bring 
their children to her for treatment and then explain that 
they were unable to pay for her services since they were 
“living by faith.” Since the doctor was a Christian and 
wanted to do the right thing about it, she was confused as 
to how legitimate this was. We are going to consider only 
the “faith” aspect of the students. Let us examine what 
they were saying. “We are believing God, but God isn’t 
meeting our needs. We are faithful but God isn’t. We are 

believing Him but He isn’t giving us enough money to 
pay our bills. We are doing our part but God isn’t. Is not 
this what they were saying? Are they not slandering God 
and blaspheming the gospel with such poppycock. That 
is not faith; it is presumption and nearer to unbelief. If 
they were, as they said, living by faith, then they would 
have the needed money, for God is faithful. He does not 
call you out on a limb, saw it off, and expect some man to 
catch you when you fall.
 
I have had puzzled people counseling with me after a “step 
of faith” that did not work out. “But God confirmed it,” they 
said, when I questioned if it were not presumption instead 
of faith. “How did God confirm it,” I asked. “I put out a 
fleece.” “He told the wife the same thing.” “The door was 
opened.” None of these are infallible confirmations. The 
devil can pour buckets of water on your fleeces or wring 
them out as fast as they get wet. The real confirmation 
comes when the Midianites begin to run before you. Don’t 
be afraid to say, “I made a mistake.” It is a fool, indeed, 
who refuses to admit that he may have been deceived and 
missed the will of God. To maintain such a position is to 
slander God, blaspheme the truth and abide in continual 
defeat. If you have made a mistake, admit it, go back to 
where you got off track, pick up where you left off and go 
on. God is pleased with faith, not presumption.

To be the LORD’s own people is a choice blessing, but to know that we 
are such is a comfortable blessing. It is one thing to hope that God is 
with us and another thing to know that He is so. Faith saves us, but 
assurance satisfies us. We take God to be our God when we believe in 
Him; but we get the joy of Him when we know that He is ours and that 
we are His. No believer should be content with hoping and trusting; he 
should ask the LORD to lead him on to full assurance, so that matters 
of hope may become matters of certainty.

It is when we enjoy covenant blessings and see our LORD Jesus raised 
up for us as a plant of renown that we come to a clear knowledge of 
the favor of God toward us. Not by law, but by grace do we learn that 
we are the LORD’s people. Let us always turn our eyes in the direction 

of free grace. Assurance of faith can never come by the works of the law. It is an evangelical 
virtue and can only reach us in a gospel way. Let us not look within. Let us look to the LORD 
alone. As we see Jesus we shall see our salvation.

LORD, send us such a flood-tide of Thy love that we shall be washed beyond the mire of doubt 
and fear.

—C. H. Spurgeon, Faith’s Checkbook.
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Sealed With The Spirit

By Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

In these words we are face to face with yet another addition to this series of extraordinary statements which the Apostle 
has been making concerning our position and our inheritance in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The something further to which the Apostle is now about to introduce us is “after that ye believed ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise.” I am increasingly persuaded that it is our failure to understand this precise 
statement that accounts for so much lethargy and failure among us as Christian people at the present time. At least I 
will go so far as to assert that any Christian who is not experiencing the joy of salvation is in that state very largely 
because of failure to realize the truth taught in this particular verse of Scripture, for in it we are brought face to 
face with the way which we can enter into the fullness which we should be experiencing in Christ. To “rejoice in 
the Lord,” and to rejoice in him always, is an essential part of God’s purpose for us in Christ. Our Lord himself, at 
the end of his life on earth, said not only, “My peace I give unto you,” but also “My joy” (John 15:11). That is the 
heritage of a Christian. Christian people should be full of joy and of peace and of happiness. Not only so, but if we 
feel that we are ineffective as Christians and that our usefulness is not very evident, then I suggest that it is again 
due to this selfsame thing, namely, our failure to realize what is meant by God’s sealing of his children by “that 
holy Spirit of promise.” Furthermore, it is one of the most vital of all the New Testament doctrines with respect to 
revival and reawakening in the Christian Church.

Let us first take “sealing” in its ordinary meaning. It has three main meanings. First, a seal is that which authenticates 
or conveys authority. Two men may draw up an agreement; it may be to sell a house or arrange a business, or 
something else in that realm. They have agreed about the terms, which have been written or printed; but as we know, 
that document is not really valid and neither man is going to be content with it, unless and until it is “signed and 
sealed.” You need the seal in addition even to a signature. It makes it more authentic, it makes it more absolute—
“signed and sealed.” A seal therefore is that which conveys authority, or establishes the authenticity of a document 
or statement.

Another meaning which attaches to “sealing” is that it is a mark of ownership. This is often used in the case of animals; the man 
who buys the animals puts his mark or his seal upon them to indicate that they belong to him. The same is done with property, 
or again on documents. It is to indicate that something, whatever it is, belongs to and is the property of the person who has used 
that particular seal. The seal has a particular image on it which belongs to one man only, and therefore, when you see that seal 
or image on anything, you know that it is the property or possession of one particular person.
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his fullness. Thereby God set his seal upon him. Furthermore, 
“a voice came from heaven saying, ‘This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:17). That voice 
spoke on three occasions, authenticating him, sealing him, 
pronouncing him to be God’s Son, the Messiah, the deliverer. 

He was able to say: “Though ye believe not me, believe the 
works” (John 10:38). The works were his authentication. That 
was the argument he used in the case of John the Baptist who 
had become uncertain concerning him: “The blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
to the poor the gospel is preached” (Luke 7:22). These are the 
things the prophets had said the Messiah would do; so the fact 
that he was doing them is the seal that he was the Messiah.

This is surely most helpful as we come to consider the meaning 
of this term with respect to ourselves. It obviously must mean 
for us what it meant for the Lord himself. It means that we can 
be authenticated, that it can be established by intelligible signs 
that we are indeed the children of God, heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Now in order to get at the meaning of this term “sealing” 
still more clearly let us consider when it takes place. Where 
exactly does the sealing come in the life and experience of 
the Christian? This has proved to be an interesting question, 
and indeed, to some, a problem. The Authorized Version 
reads as follows: “In whom also after that ye believed ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” The English Revised 
Version reads: “In whom having also believed . . .” and the 
Revised Standard Version: “You also, who have believed in 
Him . . .” The question therefore arises as to which translation 
is correct. When does this sealing with the Holy Spirit take 
place? Does it take place at the same moment as one believes, 
or is it subsequent to belief? The Authorized Version, which is 
not only a translation but also an exposition, clearly indicates 
that it is something which follows believing, that it is different 
from, separated from, distinct from believing, and not a part 
of believing. So we are faced with the question, Is this sealing 
of the Holy Spirit a distinct and separate experience in the 
Christian life, or is it something that happens inevitably to all 
who are Christians, so that 
you cannot be a Christian at 
all apart from this sealing?

The prevailing common 
teaching at the present time, 
and especially in evangelical 
circles, is that the second 
alternative is the correct one. 
It is a teaching which says 
that the sealing with the Spirit 
is something that happens 

Furthermore, a seal is also used for the purpose of security. 
If you desire a parcel to go carefully by post or by train you 
not only tie it up, but you melt sealing-wax on to the knots 
and then stamp the wax with a seal. If that seal has in any 
way been broken or marred it is an indication that someone 
has been tampering with the parcel. There is an instance of 
this in the New Testament. When our Lord was buried the 
Roman authorities and the Jews were concerned as to what his 
followers might do with his body, so they rolled a stone over 
the mouth of the grave and then sealed it to make it secure.

Thus we find that there are three main meanings to this term 
“sealing”—authenticity and authority, ownership, and security 
and safety—and these will help us to understand what is meant 
by our being “sealed by that holy Spirit of promise.”

We do well to pay attention to the scriptural usage of “sealing” 
for terms of this kind generally carry the same meaning 
and connotation in all parts of the Word. Let us take note 
of two very important examples of “sealing.” In the third 
chapter of the Gospel according to St. John we read: “He 
that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God 
is true” (v. 33). This is just another way of saying that when 
a man believes the gospel and accepts it, he is expressing his 
agreement and authenticating that this is indeed the truth of 
God. It is a very bold image to use, but there it is! 

But there is a still more important use of “sealing,” and this 
is found in the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel. A number of 
people came crowding after our Lord, who turned to them 
and said: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father 
sealed” (v. 27). Here our Lord was telling the people that 
they should listen to him because God the Father had sealed 
him. They could not understand this saying and asked the 
Lord what were the works of God which they had to do. 
Our Lord replied saying, “This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom be hath sent.” They reply, “If you say 
that God has sent you, what sign do you give us? What proof 
have you of the fact that you are indeed the Son of God, the 
Savior and the Messiah?” Our Lord, in a sense, had already 
answered their questions by telling them that he had been 
“sealed,” that is, authenticated, by God. He says in effect, 
God has made it clear that I am his Son, that I, the Son of 
man, am the Son of God in that he has sealed me, has given 
me authority, has authenticated my claims, has established 
my ministry, and has anointed me as the Messiah.

The way in which God had sealed the Lord Jesus is to be 
found everywhere in the Gospels. God had sealed him at his 
baptism by sending the Holy Ghost upon him in the form of a 
dove. So the Spirit was given to him, not in measure, but in all 
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It is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you; but 
if I depart, I will send Him to 

you John 16:7.

immediately, inevitably, inexorably to all who believe. But I 
cannot accept this, and to substantiate my opinion I mention 
the teaching of the seventeenth century Puritan, Thomas 
Goodwin, and to a lesser extent that of his contemporary John 
Owen; also the teaching of Charles Simeon of Cambridge two 
centuries ago, and of Charles Hodge of Princeton, U.S.A., in 
his commentary on this Epistle in the later nineteenth century. 
These teachers draw a sharp distinction between believing (the 
act of faith) and the sealing of the Spirit. They assert that the 
Scripture teaches that, while it is true to say that no man can 
believe without the influence of the Holy Spirit, nevertheless 
this is not the same thing as the sealing with the Spirit, and that 
sealing with the Spirit does not always happen immediately 
when a man believes. They teach that there may be a great 
interval, that it is possible for a person to be a believer and 
therefore to have the Holy Spirit, and still not know the 
sealing of the Spirit. It is surely obvious that the godly men 
who gave us the Authorized Version held that view, because 
they deliberately introduced the word “after.”

It is generally agreed that the 
Epistle does not say: “In whom 
also believing ye are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit.” The word 
is in the past tense; it is not “as 
you believed” or “when you 
believed,” it is at the very least, 
“having believed.” The Revised 
Version suggests the past, 
“having also believed, ye were 
sealed with the holy Spirit of 
promise”; and I suggest that even 
the phrase “having believed” suggests that these two things 
are not identical, and that the sealing does not immediately 
follow the act of belief What makes this so important is that it 
is assumed that the sealing with the Spirit, or the baptism with 
the Spirit, is something which every Christian must of necessity 
have experienced. It is maintained therefore that this is not 
something that happens in the realm of consciousness or in the 
realm of experience, it happens to all believers unconsciously. 
Therefore they are not to seek it. And the result of not seeking 
it is that they do not experience it; and the result of that is that 
they live in a state of believeism, saying to themselves that they 
must have had it, and therefore do have it. Thus they continue 
to live without ever experiencing what was experienced by 
New Testament Christians and also by many other Christians 
in the subsequent history of the Christian Church.

So I assert that this “sealing with the Spirit” is something 
subsequent to believing, something additional to believing, and I 
support my contention by reminding you of certain statements in 
the Scriptures. For the first I go to the fourteenth chapter of John’s 
Gospel. There our Lord is addressing his believing disciples. He 

is drawing a sharp distinction between them and the world, and 
he tells them that the Holy Spirit is to be given to them as another 
Comforter because they are God’s people. He says that the 
world cannot receive him but they are about to receive him. The 
distinction is between believers and unbelievers. In the sixteenth 
chapter he further says: “It is expedient for you that I go away, 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you.” He 
is talking to believers; but he tells them that they are going to 
receive this additional something. 

Turning to the first two chapters of the Book of the Acts of 
the Apostles we find that the teaching is still clearer. Our Lord 
is addressing men on whom he has already “breathed” the 
Holy Spirit, and to whom he has said, “Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost” (John 20:22), yet we read in Acts chapter 1, “And being 
assembled together with them, he commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly 
baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 

Ghost not many days hence” (vv. 
4-5). They have already believed 
in him fully; he has even breathed 
the Spirit upon them; yet he 
says, “Wait.” Something further 
is needed by them. And in the 
second chapter of Acts we have 
an account of how the blessing 
came; the very thing our Lord 
had promised happened ten days 
later. Clearly the disciples were 
believers in him before then. It 
is monstrous to suggest that they 

were not believers before the day of Pentecost. They were 
full believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. He had expounded the 
doctrine of the atonement to them and they had understood it 
after his resurrection. He had breathed the Spirit upon them. 
They knew that he was the Son of God. Thomas had made 
his confession, “My Lord and my God.” Yet still they had not 
received the Holy Spirit. It was at Pentecost they were “sealed”; 
it was there that the authentication was given to them; and it is 
from there that their glorious ministry begins.

In the eighth chapter of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles 
we find that Philip evangelized the Samaritans, as the result of 
which many Samaritans believed the gospel. We are told quite 
explicitly that, having heard this message, they believed: “But 
when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women” (v. 12). They believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and Philip was satisfied that they had done 
so, and therefore baptized them. But in the sixteenth verse we 
read: “for as yet he [the Holy Ghost] was fallen upon none of 
them, only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
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Then Peter and John went down from Jerusalem to Samaria 
and “when they were come down they prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost, for as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them, only they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost.” They were already believers. They 
could not have done so apart from the Holy Spirit working 
within them and opening their hearts and minds. But still the 
“seal” had not been given. There was an interval. How wrong 
it is to say that immediately a man believes he is sealed by the 
Spirit! It certainly did not happen to these Samaritans, even as 
it had not happened to the apostles themselves.

In the ninth chapter of the Book of Acts we have the account 
of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. He believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the result of what happened to him on the 
road to Damascus; but it was not until three days later that 
he received, and was filled with the Holy Ghost, as the result 
of the ministry of Ananias.

In chapter fifteen of the Book of Acts we find a similar 
happening. The Apostle Peter is defending himself for having 
received Cornelius and his family into the Christian Church and 
for baptizing Gentiles. The report reads: “And when there had 
been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, ‘Men 
and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made 
choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the 
word of the gospel, and believe. And God, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witness [authenticated them], giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us.’” God bare them witness, 
God established the fact that they had believed and were truly 
his by giving them the Holy Ghost. He “sealed them.”

Another example of this sealing is found in the nineteenth 
chapter of the Book of Acts. Paul arrived at Ephesus, “and 
finding certain disciples he said unto them”—according to the 
Authorized Version—“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?” (v. 2). But the Revised Version and the Revised 
Standard Version give a translation which reads, “Did ye receive 
the Holy Ghost when ye believed?” There can be no doubt that 
this latter translation is the correct one. Many feel that that 
settles the matter and proves that believing and receiving the 
Holy Spirit are synchronous. They regret that the Authorized 
Version has led so many into thinking that it is possible for one 
to believe and not receive the Holy Spirit until afterwards.

But this does not solve our problem; indeed I claim that, far 
from supporting the idea that receiving the Holy Ghost always 
follows immediately upon believing, this correct translation of 
Acts 19:2 does the exact opposite. When the Apostle put his 
question to these “disciples,” “Did you receive the Holy Ghost 
when you believed?” the implication surely is obvious. It is that 
men may believe without receiving the Holy Ghost. If the two 

things happen together inevitably, it is an unnecessary question, 
and the Apostle would simply be asking them whether they 
were believers. But that is not what the Apostle asks them. 
His question is, “Did you receive the Holy Ghost when you 
believed?” In other words, when he spoke to these men he saw 
at once that they had not had the seal of the Spirit, they had not 
received the Holy Ghost. So he says to them in effect: Now 
look, you call yourselves believers, but did you receive the 
Holy Ghost when you believed? I suggest, therefore, that the 
correct translation actually indicates quite clearly that there is a 
distinction between these two things. We believe, and of course 
we can only believe as the result of the operation of the Spirit, 
but still we may not have received the seal of the Spirit.

The subsequent events in this story about Paul and the 
“disciples” in Ephesus makes this yet clearer. The Apostle 
begins to examine them and he asks: “Unto what then were ye 
baptized?” They say, “Unto John’s baptism.” “Then said Paul, 
‘John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying 
unto the people, that they should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’ When they heard 
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (vv. 
4-5). Paul would never have baptized them unless they had 
believed. They believed and accepted what the Apostle said 
and so were baptized. Whatever they were before, they were 
now clearly believers. But then we read: “And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came upon them, 
and they spake with tongues and prophesied” (v. 6). They 
had believed but they still lacked the “sealing of the Spirit.” 
The sealing only happened to them when Paul laid his hands 
upon them. Surely this incident proves that the men who gave 
us the Authorized Version were interpreting Ephesians 1:13 
correctly! They were theologically correct in saying, “In whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit 
of promise.” There was an interval between their believing 
and their sealing, as there was in the case of Paul himself and 
all the apostles, as there was in the case of the Samaritans, as 
there was in the case of the “disciples” in Ephesus.

However, let us make it clear that, though I am emphasizing 
that there is a distinction between these two things, and 
that there is always an interval—that sealing does not 
immediately and automatically happen at believing—I would 
not be understood as saying that there must always be a long 
interval between the two. It may be a very short interval, 
so short as to suggest that the believing and the sealing are 
simultaneous; but there is always an interval. Believing first, 
then sealing. It is only believers who are sealed; and you can 
be a believer without being sealed; the two things are not 
identical. It is believing that makes us children of God, that 
joins us to Christ; it is the sealing with the Holy Ghost that 
authenticates that fact. Sealing does not make us Christians, 
but it authenticates the fact, as a seal always does.
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A professing Christian who finds it necessary to keep on apologizing to this present world has missed the whole point 
of the New Testament revelation of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ!

The Apostle Peter says that “God has begotten us again unto a living hope.” And this constitutes a continuing miracle which 
should have put the Christian church on the offensive forever!

We have no cause to apologize to the world if we have been born again, changed and transformed through the miracle 
of supernatural grace and thus endued with the only living and eternal hope which has ever come into this sad and 
hopeless world!

Why don’t we have the courage that belongs to our sound Christian faith? I cannot understand all of this ignoble apologizing 
and the whipped-dog attitude of so many professing Christians!

I cannot keep from mentioning the kind of confidence and enthusiasm and fanaticism which the faithful communist holds in 
his devil-inspired doctrine, and I remind you communists never apologize!

But many Christians spend a lot of time and energy in making excuses, because they have never broken through into a real 
offensive for God by the unlimited power of the Holy Spirit! The world has nothing that we want-for we are believers in a 
faith that is as well authenticated as any solid fact of life. The truths we believe and the links in the chain of evidence are 
clear and rational. I contend that the church has a right to rejoice and that this is no time in the world’s history for Christian 
believers to settle for a defensive holding action!

Brethren, let’s not forget that the new birth is a miracle a major miracle! It is a vital and unique work of God in the human 
nature. Peter in describing it relates it to the miracle of Jesus Christ rising from the dead, “...God, which hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

So, there is a divine principle here the fact that a man truly born again is a man who has experienced regenesis, supernatural 
regenesis. Just as God generated the heavens and the earth in the beginning, He generates again in the breast of the 
believing man!

A Blessed Reality:
Begotten Again! 

by A. W. Tozer
“... the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ which ... hath begotten us again. .. “ I Peter 1:3
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Just as surely as God’s calling the world out of nothing was 
a major miracle, the work of God in making a believing 
Christian out of a sinner is a major miracle as well.

In the light of what God is willing to do and wants to do, 
consider how we try to “get them in” in modern Christianity.

We get them in any way we can. Then we try to work on 
them-to adjust them and to reform them.

I may be misunderstood when I say this, but we even have 
two works of grace because the first was so apologetically 
meaningless that we try to have two.

I do not speak against the second work of grace; but I am 
pleading for the work that ought to be done in a man’s heart 
when he first meets God. What I am asking is this: Why 
should we be forced to invent some second or third or fourth 
experience somewhere along the line to obtain what we 
should have received the first time we met God?

I believe in the anointing of the Holy Spirit after 
regeneration-but I also believe that we ought not to 
downgrade the new birth in order to find a place for the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit.

I have read much and studied long the lives and ministries 
of many of the old saints of God in past generations. I am 
inclined to believe that many of them were better Christians 
when they were just newly-regenerated than the run of the 
so-called “deeper life” people whom I meet today. I think the 
difference is in the emphasis of the miracle which we ought 
to expect in genuine Christian conversion. Those old-timers 
would not have believed if a major miracle had not taken 

place. They would 
never have been 
willing to accept a 
pale and apologetic 
kind of believing on 
the Son of God. They 
insisted on a miracle 
taking place within 
the human breast. 
They knew what 
Peter meant when 
he said that the Lord 
God has begotten us 
unto a living hope 
and they accepted 
the principle of a 
miracle wrought in a 
human being through 
divine grace.

In reading the Old Testament, we are reminded again 
and again of the possibility of this miracle of cleansing 
and transformation.

“Create within me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me” there you have at least the hint of a miracle 
within the human being. The Old Testament men of God never 
told us that they had reasoned themselves into a position of 
faith and power but that something had happened within their 
beings that could not be naturally and fully explained!

In Old Testament times, God plainly said: “This shall be 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After 
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.”

Again in Ezekiel, God said: “And I will give them one heart, 
and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the 
stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart 
of flesh: that they may walk in my statutes, and keep my 
ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I 
will be their God.”

I think you would have to call that a strong hint of regenesis 
and moral re-birth.

But come along into the New Testament and you will find 
that it is no longer veiled-the supernatural miracle of the new 
birth is boldly and openly proclaimed.

The Apostle John writes that our Saviour said that if we tried 
to come to Him and had not been born anew, we could not 
enter the Kingdom of God.

John also plainly reports that “as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God ... which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.”

The Apostle Paul told the Corinthian church that “if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.”

Can you think of any way to make a statement stronger 
than that?

Peter describes the miracle in his day as “being born again ... 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”

In his epistle, James wrote that it was “of his own will 
begat he us... that we should be a kind of firstfruits of 
his creatures.”
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Now, to be genuinely born again 
is the miracle of becoming a 

partaker of the divine nature.

Throughout the New Testament it is made as plain as it can 
ever be made that God expected to perform a miracle of His 
transforming grace within the human life of every person 
willing to come to Him in faith.

If we believe the New Testament we must surely believe 
that the new birth is a major miracle, as truly a miracle of 
God as was the first creation, for the new birth is actually 
the creating of another man in the heart where another man 
had been.

I believe this is the kind of genuine Christian conversion that 
we are talking about-the putting of a new man in the old 
man’s place, so that we are born “anew.”

This is the point at which I insist that the new birth was 
provided in the love and grace and wisdom of God in order to 
draw a sharp line between those who acquire Christianity by 
any other method and those who have experienced regenesis.

This is a good place for me to comment that some professing 
Christians are still trying to find natural and reasonable 
explanations for that 
which God has said He 
would do miraculously 
by His Spirit.

Let me warn you that 
if you are a Christian 
believer and you have 
found a psychologist 
who can explain to you 
exactly what happened to you in the matter of your faith, 
you have been unfrocked! At the very moment that a man’s 
experience in Christ can be broken down and explained by 
the psychologists, we have just another church member on 
our hands-and not a believing Christian!

That is my frank opinion for I am thoroughly convinced that 
the miraculous element in the genuine Christian experience 
can never be explained by means of psychological 
examination. The honest psychologist can only stand off 
respectfully and say, “Behold the works of the Lord.” He 
never can explain it!

I don’t mind telling you that it is my earnest faith that all that 
is worthwhile in Christianity is a miracle! Actually, I can get 
along nicely without the outward dressings of Christianity-
the trappings and the exterior paraphernalia. I can get along 
without them because at the heart of our faith are the miracles 
that throb and beat within the revealed message of God and 
within the beings of those who truly believe-and that’s about 
all there is to the Christian faith!

As far as I am concerned, I believe that supernatural grace 
has been the teaching and the experience of the Christian 
church from Pentecost to the present hour!

Now, to be genuinely born again is the miracle of becoming 
a partaker of the divine nature. It is more than just a religious 
expression; more than the hyphenated adjective we often 
hear, such as “He’s a born-again man.”

Some evangelicals are slow to admit it, but I know that this 
important matter of the new birth has fallen into cold hands, 
along with many other important Bible teachings. I don’t 
have to tell you that in many Christian churches you will 
feel as though you are in a mortuary instead of the church of 
the Living God.

Christians who have been miraculously begotten again ought 
to be rejoicing in their deliverance from the tomb of spiritual 
death. Instead, we often feel as though we are in the presence of a 
corpse just brought in from the street. Sad indeed that the words 
“born again” have become words that seem to mean precious 
little because the emphasis of supernatural grace has dwindled 

away, even in some 
fundamentalist circles.

The new birth is still a 
miracle of God-it is not a 
matter of ‘the mind, not 
just a mental thing. It is 
my judgment that there 
are many who talk about 
being born again on the 

basis of their mental assent to Christian principles. I think 
there are many who have received Christ mentally who have 
never discovered the supernatural quality of the grace of 
God or of the acts of God.

God fully expects the church of Jesus Christ to prove 
itself a miraculous group in the very midst of a hostile 
world. Christians of necessity must be in contact with the 
world but in being and spirit ought to be separated from 
the world-and as such, we should be the most amazing 
people in the world.

However, we have watered down the miracle of divine 
grace to a point where you actually must find a name 
on the record books to know whether an individual is a 
Christian or not.

Brethren, there is a difference! There is also a sad and 
terrible day of judgment yet to come, a day of revelation and 
shock for those who have depended upon a mental assent to 
Christianity instead of the miracle of the new birth!
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“We don’t need to hope 
we have it now!”

It is only through the illumination of the new birth that we 
humans come to a full understanding of the word hope as 
Peter has used it in his epistles.

I like to think of hope as being one of the great words that 
Christ gave us even though it was used in the Old Testament 
and is actually used 140 times in the Bible.

But haven’t you noticed in the New Testament that Jesus 
Christ made no effort to coin new words, novel words? He 
used words that are well-known, but He invariably charged 
these words with a new and wonderful meaning. That is why 
we find ourselves looking back to His expressions and then 
saying, “Jesus gave us that word!”

In that sense and understanding, we may well say that hope 
is a word which has taken on a new and deeper meaning 
for us because the Saviour took it into His mouth. Loving 
Him and obeying Him, we suddenly discover that hope is 
really the direction taken 
by the whole Bible. Hope 
is the music of the whole 
Bible, the heartbeat, the 
pulse and the atmosphere 
of the whole Bible.

Hope means a desirable 
expectation, a pleasurable 
anticipation. As men know 
this word, it often blows 
up in our faces and often cruelly disappoints us as human 
beings. Hope that is only human will throw us down and 
wound us just as pleasurable anticipation often turns to 
discouragement or sorrow.

But Peter assures us that the Christian hope is alive, that the 
Christian is begotten again-born again-unto a living hope. 
This English word for lively or living is the strongest word 
in the Bible for life, and is the word used of God Himself 
when it says He is the Living God.

So, in this way, God takes a Christian hope and touches it 
with Himself and imparts His own meaning of life to the 
hope of the believer!

There is a great lesson here for any Christian believer who 
has settled down into the present earthly situation and is 
becoming satisfied with the many good things he can now 
afford and is able to enjoy.

It is safe to say that the pleasurable anticipation of the better 
things to come has almost died out in the church of Christ. It 
is a great temptation to take the shallow view that we do not 

need any heaven promised for tomorrow because we are so 
well situated here and now.

This is the emphasis of our day: “We don’t need to hope-we 
have it now!”

But the modern emphasis is wretched and it is wrong. When 
we do talk about the future we talk about eschatology instead 
of heaven. When I find any Christian who can live and work 
and serve here and snuggle down into the world like your 
hand fits into an old and familiar glove, I worry about him. I 
must wonder if he has ever truly been born again.

Brethren, we are still living in a wicked and adulterous 
generation and I must confess that the Christians I meet who 
really amount to something for the Saviour are very much 
out of key and out of tune with their generation.

You may not agree with me, but I must believe that when God 
works a miracle within 
the human breast, heaven 
becomes the Christian’s 
home immediately, and he is 
drawn to it as the bird in the 
springtime is drawn to fly north 
to its summer homeland.

The trusting Christian has a 
homeland, too; but the fact 
that we are not anticipating 

it and not looking forward to it with any pleasure is a most 
telling and serious sign that something is wrong with our 
spiritual life!

I recall a recent poll in which it was reported that 82 
per cent of the American people expressed a belief in 
God and the expectation of going to heaven. Personally, 
I do not like to deal in percentages, but from what I 
know personally of American men and women I should 
like boldly and bluntly to say that I will guess that 
about three-fourths of that 82 per cent are indulging an 
invalid hope.

It is sad, but it must be said that the earthly hope of men and 
women without God and without Christ and without faith 
is a vain hope. Certainly there is a great company of people 
all around us needing the reminder that if they are going to 
go to heaven they had better begin to live like it now and if 
they expect to die like a Christian they had better live like a 
Christian now.

The hope held by the worldling is vague and it is held in 
vain because of unbelief. It is unbelief that prevents our 
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The way to grow in grace is to walk in the 
way of obedience to all the commands of 
God, to be very thorough in the practice 
of religion.  Grace will flourish in the hearts 
of those who live in this manner.  But if 
you live in some way of sin, that will be 
like some secret disease at your vitals, which will keep 
you poor, weak, and languishing.
—Jonathan Edwards

minds from soaring into the celestial city and walking by 
faith with God along the golden streets. It is unbelief that 
keeps us narrowly tied down here, looking eagerly and 
anxiously to the newspaper ads to find out who is coming 
to preach because we feel like we need to have our spirit 
cheered up.

Anyone who needs to be chucked under the chin all the 
time to keep him happy and satisfied is in bad shape 
spiritually. He can ignore the fact that the Bible urges 
us to go on unto perfection for he is of that part of the 
church that cannot be satisfied without a visit from the 
latest gospel peddler, who promises cowbells, a musical 
hand-saw and a lot of other novelties!

Brethren, we have been born of God and our Christian 
hope is a valid hope! No emptiness, no vanity, no dreams 
that cannot come true. Your expectation should rise and you 
should challenge God and begin to dream high dreams of 
faith and spiritual attainment and expect God to meet them. 
You cannot out-hope God and you cannot out-expect God. 
Remember that all of your hopes are finite, but all of God’s 
ability is infinite!

Now, brethren, what is it that makes our Christian hope a 
living hope and gives it reality and substance for the future?

The answer is clear and plain-the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is God’s gracious guarantee of our 
blessed future.

I dare to say this to you, my friends-your Christian hope is 
just as good as Jesus Christ. Your anticipation for the future 
lives or dies with Jesus. If He is who He said He was, you 
can spread your wings and soar. If He is not, you will fall to 
the ground like a lump of lead.

Jesus Christ is our hope and God has raised Him from 
the dead and since Jesus overcame the grave, Christians 
dare to die.

Centuries ago unbelieving men thought they could stamp 
out the Christian gospel by parading those transformed, 
born-again followers of Jesus to the places of their violent 
torture and executions. Soon the unfeeling executioners 
began to feel something In the presence of joyful victory 
over death and they passed along this word: “Behold how 
these Christians die!”

I contend that they were able to die well because they had 
lived well and I think that the man who has not lived well 
will have a tough time getting in.

In our day, that statement will shock some of our “nickel-in-
the-slot” theologians-those who insist that salvation is like 
putting a nickel in the slot of faith. Just pull down the lever 
and take eternal life which you cannot lose-and walk away!

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is our guarantee and a 
Christian dares to die if he has lived right and has a hope 
that is living and has been born of the Spirit and is walking 
with God!
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