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From The Editor
Dear Reader,

2008 was a tremendous year for the ministry. We saw many changes take place. One major change was our 
name. For years the media ministry of Oak Grove Baptist Church was called Living Priorities. But in the last 
year we have increasingly felt the need to rethink the name and find something to counteract our times and its 
false gospels and definitively say “this is what we are about.” And of course, the Real Truth is none other than 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Of course, I know what some of you are thinking—“Real Truth Matters, isn’t that redundant?” Grammatically 
speaking, yes. Truth is real. Truth can’t be anything but real unless you manufacture your own truth.  And even 
though manufactured truth isn’t real, many in our world are cranking out, like an assembly line, what they assert 
to be truth but isn’t. Sadly, this has become the norm at this point in human history. We find ourselves living in 
an environment where facts are bothersome, nuance is popular, and rigid truth is cumbersome. This generation 
thinks truth restricts freedom—freedom of expression and the freedom to do your own thing, even if it’s wrong. 
So the answer for modern culture is to cast off absolute and real truth and replace it with convenient truth. But 
“convenient truth” is the real oxymoron—truth isn’t always convenient because it is not always lenient. It does 
not approve of every motive or action. It neither winks at indiscretion nor turns a deaf ear to injustice. Truth 
screams, “Foul!” to everything that is foul. It will not weigh the end and justify the means. The desire of an evil 
heart will not be approved by real truth.

I hope that explains the name change. 2008 also saw our first Real Truth Matters Conference, here in Paducah. 
You can obtain a copy of the three messages I shared at the conference from our website, www.realtruthmatters.
com. Speaking of the website, we now have the ability to archive all sermons and resources for your convenience. 
We have also added an easy-to-use online store to purchase any hard copy of the resources you will find on the 
site. All downloadable products will remain free of charge. All previous issues of The Expositor are online as well 
as a new blog. 

In this issue you will find some helpful articles that in nature deal with the reality of God in the soul of man. In 
part, this is what this ministry is all about. It is to help people understand the reality of Christianity according to 
the Scriptures. It is our prayer to be used in some way to recover New Testament Christianity by promoting the 
pursuit of Christ as the Gospel. A more in-depth explanation of our purpose and vision for Real Truth Matters is 
also in this issue. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you, our readers, for comments on how much this medium is a blessing 
to you. Our subscriptions are increasing, which delights us. If you would like someone to receive The Expositor, 
please go to our website and subscribe them, or you can return the subscription form located near the back of 
this issue. 

On behalf of all of us at Real Truth Matters, may God bless you with grace and peace in His Son, Jesus Christ.

S. Michael Durham



As unbelievable as it sounds, men can devote their whole lives to religion and die without grace or God. 
How? The Apostle Paul answers in Romans 10:3, “For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and 
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” At the 

risk of sounding unkind or unsympathetic a prevailing ignorance reigns; today there is an enormous lack of 
understanding true Christianity. 

Mankind universally is religious. Even the atheists, who write their books mocking faith, cannot honestly contend 
they are not religious. A belief system that says there is no God is nonetheless a belief system. It becomes the faith 
that replaces faith in God. Every culture has at least one religion functioning within it. It is as much the nature of 
man’s make-up to be a worshipper as it is to drink water. But man’s fervor for the religious does not ensure his 
accuracy in matters of faith.

For example, the young rich ruler, a religious leader, was not sure of his accuracy about his faith and went to 
Jesus with the question, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18). He left Jesus grieved 
because he was not willing to do what he was told. Rather than think it strange, we should readily accept the fact 
that many religious people will not find eternal life. A life devoted to religion is no guarantee of lasting happiness 
or eternal peace.

Baptists or any other evangelicals are not exempt from this problem. Today, most evangelicals are tragically 
without the knowledge of what a Christian is. For most it is reduced to accepting basic facts about the Bible and 
Jesus and then getting your sins forgiven. That’s it. Once you have taken care of those two things, accepting 
basic facts about Christianity and asking God to forgive you, you’re set. Now you can continue your pursuit of a 
comfortable, pleasurable, healthy and prosperous life. Many teach that if you are a Christian you are on the fast 
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track to getting these things here and now. Why, you 
don’t even have wait for heaven to have your best life. 
It’s yours now if you can accept it. 

And so people’s perception of Christianity continues to 
be molded into something other than it really is. People 
make professions of faith, answer altar calls, walk aisles, 
and join churches in an attempt to get Jesus on their 
side, so He can help them to get what they want out of 
life. A pastor friend told me of how he had worked as a 
counselor in a Billy Graham Crusade just a few years 
ago. When Mr. Graham gave the invitation, a young man 
came forward and spoke with my friend. The young man 
told my friend that he wanted to accept Jesus so he could 
be a better race car driver. And he was serious!

All of these things stem from not knowing and believing 
what the Bible says is Christianity. But this too is not 
uncommon. Over the 
centuries Christians 
have had to labor 
and fight to keep the 
truth of Scripture 
central. Men and 
women have suffered 
much over the years 
to reclaim the truth 
of the gospel after it virtually vanished because of the 
perversions that had crept into churches. The crisis 
we are now facing in Christendom is not novel. It is 
not something that only modern men have confronted. 
Time and again the truth has been assaulted, and men 
have had to sacrifice to recover the gospel in its biblical 
purity. Now the task is ours. What will be said of this 
generation and its struggle to assert the blessed gospel 
of our Lord? There is no other sweet refrain by which 
the ungodly can hear and believe to be saved. If this 
gospel is lost to us, I am assured it will be found by 
others. The Lord has promised perpetuity. But will 
He find us doing our all to contend for this faith once 
delivered to the saints?

What is it that men are missing about faith in Christ and 
the truth of Christianity? Many things! But I do not want 
to turn this article into a laundry list of the ailments of 
modern Christendom. Rather, I want to center on the 
heart and soul of our faith and salvation.

There is a true Christian reality. It is natural to the 
Christian, but unnatural to the world. In fact, it is 
unnatural to many teaching, writing and preaching about 
Christianity. The reality is the very person of Jesus Christ 
in you. To be a Christian is to experience the reality of 
Christ as you would experience the reality of any other 
person you know. It is the essence of the Christian; his 
life consists of and subsists by this reality. 

Jesus explained it this way, “But when the Helper 
comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will 
testify of Me” (John 15:26).  That is why I say:

Christianity is the reality of a person and not just 
the truth about a person.

While world religions center their faith on the activities of 
men: keeping rules, 
being moral and ethical, 
believing certain 
dogmas, Christianity 
revolves around the 
experiencing of a 
person. Jesus says, 
“When the Helper 
comes.” There is no 

salvation apart from the arrival of God. 

The Lord Jesus was speaking about the transition that 
was occurring in God’s work of redemption. Prior to 
this, only certain men, such as prophets, had the Holy 
Spirit’s abiding presence with them. But as the New 
Covenant promised, God was to give the Holy Spirit to 
all who trusted in Him. 

The time of the promise’s fulfillment was nearing. Jesus 
was to be crucified on the morrow when He uttered, 
“When the Helper comes.” After His death, resurrection 
and ascension, the Spirit of God would be poured out 
on all believers. It happened on the Day of Pentecost 
and has continued ever since. When a person turns from 
sin and believes in the Christ of God he is indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit. As his inheritance in Christ, he is given 
the privilege, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, and is to be 
continually filled with the Spirit of God. This is New 
Testament Christianity.

Over the centuries Christians 
have had to labor and fight to keep 
the truth of Scripture central. 
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It is at this point that biblical Christianity leaves all 
other religions. God, Himself, comes and abides in us. 
We do not become gods, nor will we ever achieve deity, 
as some religions promise. We have received something 
much better; we have the only true and living God 
abiding in us. We become His temples. We are not in 
need of sacred buildings gilded with gold. Our bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Spirit.

Note the words of Jesus, “But when the Helper comes.” 
This denotes a before and an after. There is a point in 
time. Before He comes we are lost in ourselves and 
our sin. Lostness is all we possess. It is why the human 
condition is so miserable prior to conversion.

Without God’s abiding presence living on the inside 
there is a haunting loneliness. No matter where you go 
or with whom you interact, there is a sense of something 
missing, something better, something more to life. A 
sense of being alone shadows you. You don’t escape it. 
You may not always feel it, but it lingers in the corners 
of your heart. 

God made man to be inhabited by Him. The first and 
ideal man was Spirit-filled. The Bible says that God 
breathed into Adam “the breath of life.” The Hebrew 
word, which Moses wrote and is translated breath in 
English is the word, neshamah; it’s also translated 
spirit.  God breathed into Adam the “Spirit of life.” 
When Adam sinned, God’s Spirit departed, and it is 
in this sense that Adam died the very day he sinned. 
With the departure of the Holy Spirit man became 
less than a man. He was depraved and degenerate; 
a deformed creature lacking his full faculties to 
dominate as God’s caretaker—lacking the glory of 
God. With the Spirit’s vacancy there was no one to 
retard sin’s corruption. Man was totally and fully 
fallen under the dominion of sin. 

Without God in us there is a gnawing sense of emptiness 
that we cannot outrun. Without God, my dear friend, 
you are all alone in this world. You surround yourself 
with people, but they cannot satisfy. You run with the 
crowd trying to find a way to hide from this hunger on 
the inside, but it always finds you. You can drown it with 
beer, drugs, sex, money, fame and, yes, even religion, 
but the loneliness will not die. 

Some learn to live with it. Some even get used to it. 
Others make a monument out of their loneliness and 
demand others to bow at their shrine by always seeking 
the sympathy of others. But fill up your life with as 
much as you can, you will still die lonely. No one else 
will be with you as walk through the gates of death into 
that other world. You cannot take your buddies with 
you. You walk alone in these shadowlands and you will 
walk alone in the valley of the shadow of death. Why? 
Because you are now alone; without God or His Son.

We will do almost anything to not feel alone. Why 
is it that you walk into your house with earphones 
connected to an iPod and the first thing you do is turn 
on the television? We justify the purchase of cell-
phones for emergency use only. But have you noticed 
all the emergencies people are having while driving 
their cars? It is amazing the number of people driving 
while talking on their phones. Why must people be 
connected to someone either by phone or internet?  It’s 
because most are lonely. Noise is needed to drown out 
the emptiness that screams at them. Silence gives aid to 
loneliness and so silence must be silenced. 

Many Christians are no different for the reasons I 
stated earlier. The Christian faith has been reduced to 
the acknowledgement of some Bible facts. If you agree 
with them in principle, then you sins are supposedly 
forgiven. Interaction with Christ, by the person of the 
Holy Spirit, is rarely talked about or known.   

“But when the Helper comes,” loneliness is finally 
vanquished and you need not ever be lonely again, that is, if 
you practice fellowship with Him who will never leave nor 
forsake you. He comes to everyone that believes in Christ 
Jesus. If you are a Christian, you are never alone, although 
you may from time to experience loneliness. For sure when 
you do, you have, either by choice or neglect, refused to 
acknowledge the divine reality that abides with you. 

On the other hand, the Christian who has learned to 
interact with the abiding Spirit does not hate solitude.  
In fact, he relishes it. He wants the peace and quiet to 
hear his God. So often the noise of our very noisy world 
overtakes the small, still voice of the Spirit. I gladly 
testify that His presence with me is often a real thing 
that I am conscience of. 



When I was first converted it seemed that I walked in His 
presence always. But when His voice became crowded 
out by life’s demands or when I began to wrongly assess 
His presence, I entered a period, when more often than 
not, I did not sense His reality. But over the years He 
has taught me how to recognize Him within the myriads 
of voices that clamor for attention. I have learned He 
will not compete with them, and why should He? He is 
the Lord God Almighty. Who is He that He should have 
to compete for my attention? Something is dreadfully 
wrong when I am not keenly aware of His majesty and 
moved to seek my Beloved. 

But what I desire you to see in the words, “But when 
the Helper comes” is that God Himself accompanies 
you. You not only have been forgiven of your sins 
and justified, but this same grace has brought you 
near to Him and you are always before Him. And so 
the words, “But when the Helper comes” is a remedy 
to the universal loneliness that we experience prior 
to His coming.

“But when the Helper comes” also suggest that prior 
to His coming all that a man is left with is self-
effort. Here is the difference between religion and 
true Christianity. All religions, even the pseudo-
Christianity prevalent today, ultimately leave a man’s 
fate in his own hands. The Bible is abundantly clear 
that no man can achieve the favor and forgiveness of 
God by his own merits, labors, or goodness. Every 
man fails when he tries to get to God by self-effort. 
This is the lesson of the tower of Babel—man trying 
to build his way to God. The lesson should have 
been learned, but it was not. Mankind keeps trying 
to perfect its self-effort. But no amount of ingenuity 
will pardon you. No amount of church activity will 
merit your forgiveness. Perfect self-effort like none 
before you and you will still perish. 

You are doomed from the start when self-effort is your 
method to please God. In the last The Expositor, I told 
of the dilemma of a Catholic woman with whom I had 
spoken. Even her best efforts could be sideswiped by an 
unforeseen accident. Her religious house could quickly be 
torn down by the tornadic winds of sin. Her dilemma was 
the unanswered question, “What happens if you die not in 
a state of grace?” She couldn’t give a definitive answer. 
Her whole theology collapsed into an “I don’t know.” 

If you are trying by self-effort to save yourself, I ask you, 
when will you know you have done enough? Do you set the 
standard for what God requires? All those who are going 
the way of self-effort establish their own standards. Surely 
the Lord of wisdom would not let you or me set our own 
moral ethic. That is like letting a thief keep guard over your 
home or a fox have run of the hen-house. God has set the 
standard and He has said this much about it, “Therefore by 
the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). 
Again the Lord has made it clear, “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). But why? Why make salvation so 
narrow? The answer sounds forth, “that no flesh should 
glory in His presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29). 

The Spirit of Jesus has come into the world to do for you, 
my friend, what you cannot do for yourself. He has come 
to help you, and His help is not mere assistance where 
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you are having difficulty; He is not an advisor or a helping 
hand. His help is your salvation. He is your only help. 

Let us suppose you are lying unconscious on the 
floor because of a heart attack. You need help. You 
can’t help yourself; you are unconscious. And then it 
gets worse—your heart stops beating. What is it that 
you can now do to revive life in you? You can’t give 
yourself medication; you’re dead. You can’t cry out 
for help; you’re dead. But a man, who happens to be a 
cardiologist, walks over and resuscitates you by giving 
you CPR. This is the kind of help I am speaking of. The 
sinner needs a Savior who is real and who will come to 
him and do for him what he cannot do for himself.

How does Christ do this? How does this Helper rescue 
us? Jesus’ answer:

“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.”

Jesus said that when this Helper would come He would 
testify of Him, Jesus. It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
to give testimony to Christ. The word testify is the Greek 
word witness from which also the word martyr comes. The 
word witness means one who has experienced whatever it 
is that he or she is testifying about. The Holy Spirit does 
not just tell us about Christ or convict us of our need of 
Him, but He also gives witness to Jesus. And who else 
better to testify of His experience with Christ? He is the 
Spirit of our Lord, who also empowered Him to do what 
He did. In short, it is no stretch of the imagination to say 
that the Holy Spirit is the very reality of Christ Jesus.

Also remarkable about the work of the Spirit is that it is 
also the work of the Father. In John 6:45 Jesus says, “It 
is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught 
by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to Me.” Clearly in both instances 
what is heard and learned from both the Father and the 
Holy Spirit is about Christ Jesus. 

How does the Holy Spirit witness or testify to us of the 
dear Savior? His ways are varied. A master craftsman 
has more than one way to perform his craft. There is 
no doubt that the Holy Spirit can use any means at His 
infinite disposal. Why, He can even use this meager 
article to testify of Christ to you. 

But for that to happen, He must take this word of 
witness, or any word of witness, and quicken it to your 
soul. Coming under the sound of the gospel will never 
bring anyone to repentance and saving faith. What is 
needed is the Holy Spirit to quicken hearing of the 
gospel. What does the word quicken mean? To quicken 
means to illuminate or give you understanding. It’s to 
make something stand out to you as if it were the first 
time for you to hear and to sense its meaning in the 
heart and not just the mind. To be quickened is to be 
empowered to not only understand the gospel of Christ 
but to see its worth and fall in love with it. 

The gospel of our salvation is not difficult to 
understand. We irreparably sinned against God. We 
cannot by religion or any amount of goodness repair 
the breech that sin has caused between us and God. 
But God who is compassionate and longsuffering, 
desiring to save sinful men and reconcile them to 
Him, sent His Son to die in their stead, receiving 
their punishment for their sin. The Son became 
a man. God became one of us to redeem us. And 
whoever wants to be reconciled to God can by 
simply trusting, yielding, committing themselves 
to follow, in obedience, the Son of God. It is not 
complicated. It’s profound, but not complicated. It 
is a message of substitution. An innocent Man is 
allowed by God to die in your place. If you want 
to be saved from God’s judgment for your sin, then 
you must with conviction entrust yourself to that 
Man—Jesus, and follow Him.

There is no one with a good mind who cannot 
understand the simple gospel of God’s amazing love. 
But understanding will not save you. The Word of 
God says, “But the natural man does not 

If you want to be saved from 
God’s judgment for your sin, 
then you must with conviction 
entrust yourself to that Man—
Jesus, and follow Him.



receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14).  
Although you may understand it with your mind, 
your heart does not appreciate its significance. You 
have no spiritual discernment to arrive at our Lord’s 
beauty and worth. You can like very much what you 
hear about the gospel and think it a wonderful thing, 
but it never impacts the heart to where you see it so 
glorious as to leave your religion and good works 
and embrace it. 

This quickening enlightens you; and just as the word 
implies, it turns the light on. No doubt you have 
heard something and accepted it as true, but that was 
the end of it. You believed it; no big deal. But one 
day the light comes on inside and you see the thing 
previously believed in a new way. It became real; it 
became true for you. There is a measure of reality, 
whereas before it was just a fact. This is illumination 
or enlightenment. It is to be blind but made to see. 
This is what the Helper does. He opens your eyes 
to see Jesus Himself. It is like having the scales 
removed and now you see Him. Without this work 
of the Spirit, blind you will remain. A blind man may 
lift up his head and look to the sun but he will not see 
a thing. A miracle must occur if he is to see. And yes, 
nothing less than a miracle must occur if you are to 
believe upon Christ.

Perhaps as you read this article, the Spirit of God has 
been working and He has given witness to Christ. You 
feel in your heart as if Christ were with you. You have 
felt His presence as real as any other person’s presence. 
This is what the Spirit does as he testifies about Jesus. 
He makes Jesus real to your soul.

This is what happens when the Helper comes. He creates 
the desire for Christ by first creating distaste for sin, 
self and self-effort. He then turns on the light to show 
you the beauty of this same Christ and that His death 
is your death. His dying to sin is your dying to sin. His 
resurrection to new life is your resurrection to the same. 
Those who are converted are converted by the work of 
the Helper. As Jesus says they are, “born of the Spirit.” 

If you are a Christian it is because the Spirit of God 
has done His work. You would never have truly 
desired Christ for Christ’s sake without the Helper. Be 
encouraged! Jesus said, “If any man desires to come 
after me.” Here is the first work of the Spirit. Here is 
His life creating work, taking a sinner who has no desire 
to come to Christ and giving him that desire. Do you 
desire Him more than anything else? This is the work 
of the Spirit. He has overcome your lack of desire by 
implanting a divine reality, a holy hunger, a true thirst 
for the Son of God. “As the deer pants after the water 
brook so my soul pants after thee.” This is real and it 
is a real work of God in the human heart. This is the 
implanted divine reality of God in you. †
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These are among the last words of our Lord. We greatly prize the last words of good men. 
Let us set high store by these later words of our ascending Lord. It is very curious to my 
mind that Jesus should make mention of John the Baptist and of John’s baptism in these 

last words. Read the fifth verse: “John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” It is very usual for good men’s memories, in their last 
hours, to go back to their first hours. I trust that some of us will think of our baptism even when 
we are dying.

Our Lord began in such a way that he could afford to look back on his beginning. Some do not 
commence so; their beginning is so undecided, so imperfect, so hesitating, that they may well wish 
to have it forgotten. 

Many questions were asked of him by his disciples, some of them not very wise ones. We are very 
glad that they asked them, for they have extracted from the Savior a great amount of instruction; and 
although this question about restoring the kingdom to Israel may have been a mistaken one, and they 
may have meant a more material and carnal kingdom than our Savior intended to establish (of that I 
am not sure), yet the question brought to us a reply which we may well store up in our memories and 
hearts: “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

We have three things to talk about tonight; first, some things which are not for us; secondly, some 
things for us to receive; and thirdly, something for us to be.

WITNESSING BETTER THAN
KNOWING THE FUTURE.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,

AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 29TH, 1889.

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, 
wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto 
them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
 — Acts 1:6-8.
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I. First, then, let us consider SOME THINGS 
WHICH ARE NOT FOR US. It is not for us to 
know the times and the seasons, and to be able to 
make a map of the future. There are some great 
events of the future very clearly revealed. The 
prophecy is not at all indistinct about the facts 
that will occur; but as to when they will occur, we 
have no data. Some think that they have; but our 
Lord here seems to say that we do not know the 
times and the seasons, and that it is not for us to 
know them. I pass no censure upon brethren who 
think that, by elaborate calculations, they find 
out what is to be in the future. I forget how many 
miles of books interpreting prophecy there are 
in the British Museum; but I believe it amounts 
to miles, all of which have been disproved by 
the lapse of time. Some of the writers were 
wonderfully definite; 
they knew within half-
an-hour when the Lord 
would come. Some of 
them were very distinct 
about all the events; 
they had mapped them 
all within a few years. 
The men who wrote 
the books, happily for 
themselves, had mostly 
died before the time 
appointed came. It is 
always wise to pitch 
on a long period of 
prophecy, that you may be out of the way if the 
thing does not come off; and they mostly did so. 
I let time censure their mistake. God forgave it, 
for they did it with a desire for his glory. The 
bulk of them were most sincere students of the 
Word, and herein are a lesson to us, even though 
they were mistaken in their calculations; but, 
beloved, it is not for you to know the times and 
the seasons.

First, it is not proper for you. It is not your work. 
You are not sent into the world to be prophets; you 
are sent into the world to be witnesses. You are told 
to look for the coming of your Lord, and to stand in 
perpetual expectation of his return; but to know the 

time when he will come, is no part of your office. 
You are servants who are to look for your Lord, 
who may come at cock-crowing, or at midday, 
or at midnight. Keep you always on the tiptoe of 
expectation. It would be wrong for you to profess 
that you need not watch until such and such a time, 
for he would not come until such a date arrived.

Neither would it ensure your salvation to be 
able to foretell the future, for Balaam was a 
great prophet, but he was a great sinner; he was 
an arch-rebel although he was an arch-divine. 
Nor do I know that, by foretelling the future, 
you would convince your fellow-men; for Noah 
told them that the world would be destroyed by 
the flood, he could give them a very accurate 
account of the time when the rain would descend, 

and yet they were 
not converted by his 
preaching, neither did 
they come into the ark. 
Those truths which God 
has revealed, you must 
accept for yourselves 
and proclaim to others; 
they are profitable 
for all purposes, and 
sufficient for your 
work; but the future is 
known only to God. 

But there is something 
better than knowing the times or the seasons; 
it is good for us to know that they are in the 
Father’s power: “which the Father hath put 
in his own power.” The events will come to 
pass, then, in due time. The future is all in 
God’s hand. No prophecy will lack its mate. No 
word of God will fall unfulfilled to the ground. 
Possess your souls in patience: the things that 
are foretold are sure to happen. “Though the 
vision tarry, wait for it; because it will surely 
come, it will not tarry.” I am persuaded that 
God never is before his time, but he never is 
too late. He never failed to keep tryst with his 
people to the tick of the clock. The future is in 
the Father’s power.

Those truths which God 
has revealed, you must 
accept for yourselves and 
proclaim to others...
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So much concerning some things which are not 
for us.

II. And now, secondly, there are SOME THINGS 
FOR US TO RECEIVE. The Savior said to the 
eleven that they were to wait at Jerusalem till they 
had received power by the Holy Ghost coming 
upon them. This is what we want; we want the 
Holy Ghost. We often speak about this; but, in 
truth, it is unspeakable, the power of the Holy 
Ghost, mysterious, divine. When it comes upon a 
man, he is bathed in the very essence of the Deity. 
The atmosphere about him becomes the life and 
power of God. 

The Holy Spirit gives to his people power which 
may be looked at from different points. He gave 
to some of them in the olden times miraculous 
power, and they went forth, having received 
the Spirit of God, to do great signs and wonders 
in the name of Christ. If you have not that, you 
may hope to have mental power. The Holy Spirit 
does not educate us, or give us culture after 
the common method of men, and yet there is 

an inner education and a higher culture which 
is much more to be desired, which comes from 
him. He leads us into all truth; he makes us feel 
the force of truth; he gives us a grip of truth; he 
writes truth upon the heart; he applies it to the 
understanding. Many a man has become quick of 
understanding in the fear of the Lord, who was 
very slow of understanding in other respects. The 
Holy Spirit takes the fool, and makes him know 
the wonders of redeeming love. 

The power of the Spirit is also, in part, moral 
power. He gives to men qualities that make them 
strong and influential over their fellow-men, 
he imparts dauntless courage, calm confidence, 
intense affection, burning zeal, deep patience, 
much-enduring perseverance. Many other 
hallowed influences besides these are graces of the 
Spirit of God, which form in men a moral power 
exceedingly useful and exceedingly forcible. I 
have known men who have been slow of speech, 
and who have exhibited very few gifts, who 
have, nevertheless, been very strong men in our 
assemblies, true pillars of the church, for piety is 
power, and grace is power. 

Besides that, there is a more secret, subtle power 
still, spiritual power, wherein, in the spiritual 
world, a man is made a prince with God, and 
hath power with God; and learning how to 
prevail with God for men, he catches the art of 
prevailing with men for God. He is first a wrestler 
alone by Jabbok; then he becomes a wrestler in 
the midst of the host of sinners, conquering them 
for Christ, taking them captive in the name of the 
Most High. Power in prayer is the highest form 
of power; and communion with God is power; 
and holiness, above all things, is a great power 
among the sons of men.

Now, beloved, I have not time fully to describe 
this endowment; I have only mentioned one or 
two points in which it is seen, but this endowment 
is what we need before we can do anything for 
Christ. Do you always think enough of this? The 
teacher prepares her lesson; but does she also 
prepare herself by seeking the power of the 
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Holy Spirit? The minister studies his text; but 
does he ask for a baptism of the Holy Ghost? 
I am afraid that this spiritual qualification, the 
most essential of all, is frequently overlooked. 
Then, the Lord have mercy upon us! The soldier 
had better go to battle without sword or rifle, 
the artilleryman had better wheel up his gun 
without powder or shot, than that we should 
attempt to win a soul until first of all the Holy 
Spirit has given us power. Power must go with 
the word that is preached or taught if any large 
result is to follow; and that power must first be 
in the man who speaks that word.

For this power the disciples were to wait. The world 
was dying, hell was raging, yet they must tarry at 
Jerusalem till they had that 
power. Impetuous Peter 
must hold his tongue, 
and loving John must be 
quiet and must commune 
in secret with his Master. 
None of them must go out 
into the street or stand in 
the temple to proclaim the 
words of this life. They 
must stop till God should 
see fit to pour out his Spirit 
upon them; and I would to God that sometimes 
we could be quiet, too. It were better to be dumb 
than to speak only in the power of our own spirit. 
It were better to lay the finger on the lip than to 
begin to talk before our message has been burnt 
into us by the Holy Ghost. Wait for the live coal 
from off the altar to blister thy lip, for then only 
canst thou speak with power when thou thyself 
hast felt the fire of the Spirit.

III. Now we pass on to the third point, which is 
a very important practical one, SOMETHING 
FOR US TO BE. If you are a disciple of Christ, 
you are not to look into the times and the 
seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power; you are to receive the Spirit of God, and 
then there is something for you to be. Did you 
expect me to say that then there is something 
for you to do? Well, there is a great deal for you 

to do; but the text says, “Ye shall be witnesses”; 
not “Ye shall act as witnesses” only, “but Ye 
shall be witnesses.”

Dear friends, we are to be witnesses of what 
Christ has done. If we have seen Christ, if we 
believe in Christ, let us tell it honestly. These 
apostles had a great deal to tell. They had been 
with Christ in private; they had seen his miracles; 
they had heard his choicest and more secret 
words; they had to go and bear witness to it all. 
And you, who have been let into the secrets of 
Christ, you who have communed with him more 
closely than others, you have much to tell. Tell it 
all, for whatever he has said to you in the closet 
you are to proclaim upon the housetop. You 

are to witness what you 
have seen, and tasted, 
and handled, concerning 
your Lord.

You are to witness to 
what he has revealed, to 
make known to others the 
doctrine that he preached, 
or taught by his apostles. 
Mind that you do not tell 
any other. You are not sent 

to be “an original thinker”, to make up a gospel 
as you go along; you are a witness, that is all, a 
retailer of Christ’s truth, and you miss the end 
of your life unless you perpetually witness, and 
witness, and witness to what you know of him, 
and to what you have learnt from him. 

You are to witness to what you have experienced 
concerning Christ. Now, what is that? I will just 
run over this witness, feeling that there are many 
hundreds of dear friends here tonight who could 
bear the same testimony, and who will do so as 
they have opportunity.

I beg to say to all present here, tonight, that the 
Lord Jesus Christ can remove despair, and every 
form of spiritual distress. He did so to me. I was 
full of darkness, the shadow of death was upon 
me, and I found no comfort till I heard that 

We are to be witnesses of what 
Christ has done. If we have 
seen Christ, if we believe in 
Christ, let us tell it honestly.

Continued on page 19
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The insufficiency of nature to such a work as conversion is, shows that men may not fall down 
and idolize their own wit and power. A change from acts of sin to moral duties may be done by a 
natural strength and the power of natural conscience: for the very same motives which led to sin, 

as education, interest, profit, may, upon a change of circumstances, guide men to an outward morality; 
but a change to the contrary grace is supernatural.

Two things are certain in nature. (1.) Natural inclinations never change, but by some superior virtue. 
A loadstone will not cease to draw iron, while that attractive quality remains in it. The wolf can never 
love the lamb, nor the lamb the wolf; nothing but must act suitably to its nature. Water cannot but 
moisten, fire cannot but burn. So likewise the corrupt nature of man being possessed with an invincible 
contrariety and enmity to God, will never suffer him to comply with God. And the inclinations of a 
sinner to sin being more strengthened by the frequency of sinful acts, have as great a power over him, 
and as natural to him, as any qualities are to natural agents: and being stronger than any sympathies in 
the world, cannot by a man’s own power, or the power of any other nature equal to it, be turned into a 
contrary channel.

(2.) Nothing can act beyond its own principle and nature. Nothing in the world can raise itself to 
a higher rank of being than that which nature has placed it in; a spark cannot make itself a star, 
though it mount a little up to heaven; nor a plant endue itself with sense, nor a beast adorn itself 
with reason; nor a man make himself an angel. Thorns cannot bring forth grapes, nor thistles 
produce figs because such fruits are above the nature of those plants. So neither can our corrupt 
nature bring forth grace, which is a fruit above it. Effectus non excedit virtutem suae causae [the 
effect cannot exceed the power of its cause]: grace is more excellent than nature, therefore cannot 
be the fruit of nature. It is Christ’s conclusion, “How can you, being evil, speak good things?” Matt. 
12:33, 34. Not so much as the buds and blossoms of words, much less the fruit of actions. They can 
no more change their natures, than a viper can do away with his poison. Now though this I 

Why Salvation Must
Be Supernatural

by Stephen Charnock

An extract from The Chief of Sinners Saved
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have said be true, yet there is nothing man does 
more affect in the world than a self-sufficiency, 
and an independence from any other power but 
his own. This attitude is as much riveted in his 
nature, as any other false principle whatsoever. 
For man does derive it from his first parents, 
as the prime legacy bequeathed to his nature: 
for it was the first thing uncovered in man at 
his fall; he would be as God, independent from 
him. Now God, to cross this principle, allows 
his elect, like Lazarus, to lie in the grave till they 
stink, that there may be no excuse to ascribe their 
resurrection to their own power. If a putrefied 
rotten carcass should be brought to life, it could 
never be thought that it inspired itself with that 
active principle. God lets men run on so far in 
sin, that they do unman themselves, that he may 
proclaim to all the world, that we are unable to 
do anything of ourselves towards our recovery, 
without a superior principle. The evidence of 
which will appear if we consider,

1. Man’s subjection under sin. He is “sold under 
sin,” Rom. 7:14, and brought “into captivity to 
the law of sin,” ver. 23. “Law of sin:” that sin 
seems to have a legal authority over him; and 
man is not only a slave to one sin, but many, Tit. 
3:3, “serving divers lusts.” Now when a man 
is sold under the power of a thousand lusts, 
every one of which has an absolute tyranny 
over him, and rules him as a sovereign by a 
law; when a man is thus bound by a thousand 
laws, a thousand cords and fetters, and carried 
whither his lords please, against the dictates of 
his own conscience and force of natural light; 
can any man imagine that his own power can 
rescue him from the strength of these masters 
that claim such a right to him, and keep such 
a force upon him, and have so often baffled 
his own strength, when he attempted to turn 
against them?

2. Man’s affection to them. He does not only 
serve them, but he serves them, and every one of 
them, with delight and pleasure; Tit. 3:3. They 
were all pleasures, as well as lusts; friends as 

well as lords. Will any man leave his sensual 
delights and such sins that please and flatter his 
flesh? Will a man ever endeavour to run away 
from those lords which he serves with affection? 
having as much delight in being bound a slave 
to these lusts, as the devil has in binding him. 
Therefore when you see a man cast away his 
pleasures, deprive himself of those comfortable 
things to which his soul was once knit, and walk 
in paths contrary to corrupt nature, you may 
search for the cause anywhere, rather than in 
nature itself. No piece of dirty, muddy clay can 
form itself into a neat and handsome vessel; no 
plain piece of timber can fit itself for the building, 
much less a crooked one. Nor a man that is born 
blind, give himself sight.

God deals with men in this case as he did with 
Abraham. He would not give Isaac while Sarah’s 
womb, in a natural probability, might have borne 
him; but when her womb was dead, and age had 
taken away all natural strength of conception, then 
God gives him; that it might appear that he was 
not a child of nature, but a child of promise. †
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I conceive that the Spirit is in the godly in whom he flows in measure.  They have his presence and 
receive his sacred influences.  When the sun comes into a room, it is not the body of the sun that 
is there but the beams that sparkle from it.  The Spirit of God reveals himself in a gracious soul in 

two ways:

1. By His Motions …

These are some of that sweet perfume that the Spirit breathes upon the heart, by which it is raised into a 
kind of angelic frame.  

Question 1: But how may we distinguish the motions of the Spirit from a delusion?

Answer: The motions of the Spirit are always consonant with the Word.  The Word is the chariot in which 
the Spirit of God rides; whichever way the tide of the Word runs, that way the wind of the Spirit blows.  

Question 2: How may the motions of the Spirit in the godly be distinguished from the impulses of a 
natural conscience?

Answer 1: A natural conscience may sometimes provoke to the same thing as the Spirit does, but not 
from the same principle.  Natural conscience is a spur to duty, but it drives a man to do his duties for 
fear of hell — as the galley-slave tugs at the oar for fear of being beaten — whereas the Spirit moves 
a child of God from a more noble principle.  It makes him serve God out of choice and esteem duty 
his privilege.

A Godly Man Has
the Spirit of God in Him

by Thomas Watson

From The Godly Man’s Picture

‘The Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us’ (2 Tim. 1:14; Gal. 4:6).
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Answer 2: The impulses of a natural conscience 
drive men only to easier duties of religion, in 
which the heart is less exercised, like perfunctory 
reading or praying.  But the motions of the Spirit 
in the godly go further, causing them to do the 
most irksome duties, like self-reflection, self-
humbling; yes, perilous duties, like confessing 
Christ’s name in times of danger.  Divine motions 
in the heart are like new wine which seeks vent.  
When God’s Spirit possesses a man, he carries 
him full sail through all difficulties.

2. By his virtues …

These are various:

(i) God’s Spirit has a teaching virtue; the Spirit 
teaches convincingly (John 16:8).  He so teaches as 
to persuade.

(ii) God’s Spirit has a sanctifying virtue.  The heart is 
naturally polluted, but when the Spirit comes into it, 
he works sin out and grace in.  The Spirit of God was 
represented by the dove, an emblem of purity.  The Spirit 
makes the heart a temple of purity and a paradise for 
pleasantness.  The holy oil of consecration was nothing 
but a prefiguring of the Spirit (Exodus 30:25).  The 
Spirit sanctifies a man’s fancy, causing it to mint holy 
meditations. He sanctifies his will, biasing it to good, so 
that now it shall be as delightful to serve God as before 
it was to sin against him.  Sweet powders perfume 
the linen.  So God’s Spirit in a man perfumes him with 
holiness and makes his heart a map of heaven.

(iii) God’s Spirit has a vivifying virtue: ‘the Spirit 
giveth life’ (2 Cor. 3:6).  As the blowing in an organ 
makes it sound, so the breathing of the Spirit causes 
life and motion.  When the prophet Elijah stretched 
himself upon the dead child, it revived (I Kings 
17:22); so God’s Spirit stretching himself upon the 
soul infuses life into it.

As our life is from the Spirit’s operations, so is our 
liveliness: ‘the Spirit lifted me up’ (Ezek. 3:14).  When 
the heart is bowed down and is listless to duty, the 
Spirit of God lifts it up.  He puts a sharp edge upon 
the affections; he makes love ardent, hope lively.  The 

Spirit removes the weights of the soul and gives it 
wings: ‘Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like 
the chariots of Amminadib’ (Song 6:12).  The wheels 
of the soul were pulled off before and it drove on 
heavily, but when the Spirit of the Almighty possesses 
a man, now he runs swiftly in the ways of God and his 
soul is like the chariots of Amminadib.

(iv) God’s Spirit has a jurisdictive virtue; he rules and 
governs.  God’s Spirit sits paramount in the soul; he 
gives check to the violence of corruption; he will not 
allow a man to be vain and loose like others.  The Spirit 
of God will not be put out of office; he exercises his 
authority over the heart, ‘bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ’ (2 Cor. 10:5).

(v) The Spirit has a mollifying virtue, therefore he is 
compared to fire which softens the wax.  The Spirit 
turns flint into flesh: ‘I will give you a heart of flesh’ 
(Ezekiel 36:26).  How shall this be effected?  ‘I will 
put my spirit within you’ (v.27).  While the heart is 
hard, it lies like a log, and is not wrought upon either 
by judgments or by mercies, but when God’s Spirit 
comes in, he makes a man’s heart as tender as his eye 
and now it is made yielding to divine impressions.

(vi) The Spirit of God has a corroborating virtue; 
he infuses strength and assistance for work; he is 
a Spirit of power (2 Tim. 1:7).  God’s Spirit carries 
a man above himself: ‘strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man’ (Eph. 3:16).  The Spirit 
confirms faith and animates courage.  He lifts one 
end of the cross, and makes it lighter to bear.  The 
Spirit gives not only a sufficiency of strength, but 
a redundance.

Question: How shall we know whether we are acting 
in the strength of God’s Spirit or in the strength of 
our own abilities?

Answer 1: When we humbly cast ourselves upon God 
for assistance, as David going out against Goliath 
cast himself upon God for help: ‘I come to thee in the 
name of the Lord’ (I Sam. 17:45).

Answer 2: When our duties are divinely qualified, 
we do them with pure aims.
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Answer 3: When we have found God going along 
with us, we give him the glory for everything (I 
Cor. 15:10).  This clearly evinces that the duty was 
carried on by the strength of God’s Spirit more than 
by any innate abilities of our own.

(vii) God’s Spirit has a comforting virtue.  Sadness 
may arise in a gracious heart (Psa. 43:5).  As the 
heaven, though it is a bright and lucid body, still has 
interposed clouds, this sadness is caused usually 
through the malice of Satan, who, if he cannot 
destroy us, will disturb us.  But God’s Spirit within 
us sweetly cheers 
and revives.  He is 
called the parakletos, 
‘the Comforter’ 
(John 14:16).  These 
comforts are real and 
infallible.  Hence it is 
called ‘the seal of the 
Spirit’ (Eph. 1:13).  
When a deed is 
sealed, it is firm and 
unquestionable.  So when a Christian has the seal of 
the Spirit, his comforts are confirmed.  Every godly 
man has these revivings of the Spirit in some degree; 
he has the seeds and beginnings of joy, though the 
flower is not fully ripe and blown.

Question: How does the Spirit give comfort?

Answer 1: By showing us that we are in a state of 
grace.  A Christian cannot always see his riches.  
The work of grace may be written in the heart, like 
shorthand which a Christian cannot read.  The Spirit 
gives him a key to open these dark characters, and 
spell out his adoption, where upon he has joy and 
peace.  ‘We have received the Spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given 
to us of God’ (I Cor. 2:12).

Answer 2: The Spirit comforts by giving us some 
ravishing apprehensions of God’s love: ‘the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost’ 
(Rom. 5:5).  God’s love is a box of precious ointment, 
and it is only the Spirit who can break this box open 
and fill us with its sweet perfume.

Answer 3: The Spirit comforts by taking us to the 
blood of Christ.  As when a man is weary and ready 
to faint, we take him to the water, and he is refreshed, 
so when we are fainting under the burden of sin, the 
Spirit takes us to the fountain of Christ’s blood: ‘In 
that day there shall be a fountain opened. . . ‘(Zech. 
13:1).  The Spirit enables us to drink the waters of 
justification which run out of Christ’s sides.  The 
Spirit applies whatever Christ has purchased; he 
shows us that our sins are done away in Christ, and 
though we are spotted in ourselves, we are undefiled 
in our Head.

Answer 4: The 
Spirit comforts by 
enabling conscience 
to comfort.  The 
child must be taught 
before it can speak.  
The Spirit opens the 
mouth of conscience, 
and helps it to speak 
and witness to a 

man that his state is good, whereupon he begins to 
receive comfort: ‘conscience also bearing me witness 
in the Holy Ghost’ (Rom. 9:1).  Conscience draws up 
a certificate for a man, then the Holy Ghost comes 
and signs the certificate.

Answer 5: The Spirit conveys the oil of joy through 
two golden pipes:

1. The Ordinances.  As Christ in prayer had his 
countenance changed (Luke 9:29) and there was a 
glorious luster upon his face, so often in the use of 
holy ordinances the godly have such raptures of joy 
and soul transfigurations that they have been carried 
above the world, and despised all things below.

2. The Promises.  The promises are comforting: (i) 
For their sureness (Rom. 4:16).  God in the promises 
has put his truth in pawn.  (ii) For their suitableness, 
being calculated for every Christian’s condition.  The 
promises are like a herb garden.  There is no disease 
but some herb may be found there to cure it.  But the 
promises of themselves cannot comfort.  Only the 
Spirit enables us to suck these honeycombs.  The 

Consider how necessary the Spirit 
is.  Without him, we can do nothing 
acceptable to God:
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promises are like a still full of herbs, but this still will 
not drop unless the fire is put under it.  So when the 
Spirit of God (who is compared to lire) is put to the 
still of the promises, then they distil consolation into 
the soul.  Thus we see how the Spirit is in the godly 
by his virtues.

Consider how necessary the Spirit is.  Without him, 
we can do nothing acceptable to God:

1. We cannot pray without him He is a Spirit of 
supplications (Zech. 12:10).  He helps both the 
inventiveness and the affection ‘The Spirit helps us 
with sighs and groans’ (Rom. 8:26).

2.  We cannot resist temptation without him ‘ye shall 
re¬ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you’ (Acts 1:8).  He who has the tide of corrupt 
nature and the wind of temptation must of necessity 
be carried down the stream of sin if the contrary 
wind of the Spirit does not blow.

3. We cannot be fruitful without the Spirit.  ‘The 
golden rain from heaven waters the thirsty hearts.’  
Why is the Spirit compared to dew and rain, but to 
show us how unable we are to bring forth a crop of 
grace unless the dew of God falls upon us?

4. Without the Spirit, no ordinance is effectual 
to us.  Ordinances are the conduit pipes of 
grace, but the Spirit is the spring.  Some are 
content that they have a ‘Levite to their priest’ 
(Judges 17:13), but never look any further.  As 
if a merchant should be content that his ship 
has good tackling and is well manned though it 
never has a gale of wind.  The ship of ordinances 
will not carry us to heaven, though an angel is 
the pilot, unless the wind of God’s Spirit blows.  
The Spirit is the soul of the Word without which 
it is but a dead letter.  Ministers may prescribe 
medicine, but it is God’s Spirit who must make 
it work.  Our hearts are like David’s body when 
it grew old: ‘they covered him with clothes, 
but he got no heat’ (I Kings 1:1).  So though 
the ministers of God ply us with prayers and 
counsel as with hot clothes, yet we are cold and 
chilly till God’s Spirit comes; and then we say, 

like the disciples, ‘Did not our heart burn within 
us?’ (Luke 24:32).  Oh, therefore, what need we 
have of the Spirit!

3. By his energy and vital operations:

1.  Acknowledge God’s distinguishing love.  The 
Spirit is an earmark of election (I John 3:24).  
Christ gave the bag to Judas but not his Spirit.  The 
Spirit is a love token.  Where God gives his Spirit 
as a pawn, he gives himself as a portion.  The Spirit 
is a comprehensive blessing; he is put for all good 
things (Matt. 7:11).  What would you be without 
the Spirit but like so many carcasses?  Without 
this, Christ would not profit you.  The blood of 
God is not enough without the breath of God.  Oh 
then, be thankful for the Spirit.  This lodestone 
will never stop drawing you till it has drawn you 
up to heaven.

2. If you have this Spirit, do not grieve him (Eph. 
4:30).  Shall we grieve our Comforter?

Question: How do we grieve the Spirit?

Answer 1: When we unkindly repel his motions.  
The Spirit sometimes whispers in our ears and calls 
to us as God did to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel’ 
(Gen. 35:1).  So the Spirit says, ‘Arise, go to prayer, 
retire to meet your God.’  Now when we stifle these 
motions and entertain temptations to vanity, this is 
grieving the Spirit.  If we check the motions of the 
Spirit, we shall lose the comforts of the Spirit.

Answer 2: We grieve the Spirit when we deny the 
work of the Spirit in our hearts.  If someone gives 
another person a token and he should deny it and 
say he never received it, this would be to abuse 
the love of his friend.  So, Christian, when God has 
given you his Spirit, witnessed by those meltings 
of heart and passionate desires for heaven, yet 
you deny that you ever had any renewing work 
of the Spirit in you; this is base ingratitude and 
grieves the good Spirit.  Renounce the sinful 
works of the flesh, but do not deny the gracious 
work of the Spirit. †
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blessed text, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth.” I looked unto him, and was 
lightened, and my face was not ashamed; and I 
am here tonight to bear witness that it load was 
thus taken from me, which I could not get rid of in 
any other way, and my midnight was, in a single 
moment, turned into the blaze of midday. Neither 
have I ever gone back to that darkness, nor have I 
again had reason to cry, “Woe is me that ever I was 
born.” Nay, there is in the name of Jesus a balm for 
every mental wound, a relief for all the agony of a 
tortured spirit. I am sure of it; I am not saying to 
you what I have merely heard from other people, 
but what I have myself felt, and there are many 
here who can endorse my testimony that there is 
no relief to a sinner’s aching heart like that which 
Jesus brings. I wish that 
you would all prove this 
truth for yourselves; but, at 
any rate, we are witnesses 
that it is so.

And, next, our Lord Jesus 
is a great transformer of 
character.  I will speak 
of many a man whom I 
know. He came into this 
Tabernacle a drunkard, 
a swearer, a lover of unholy pleasures, and 
while the Word was preached, the Lord broke 
him down, and melted his heart. Now he hates 
what once he loved; and as to those pursuits 
which were once distasteful to him, so that he 
cursed and swore at the very mention of them, 
or at least poured ridicule upon others who 
loved them, he now loves them himself, and it 
is a wonder to himself to find himself where he 
now is. He never dreamt of being what he is. 
Ask his wife whether there is a change in him; 
ask his little children whether there is a change 
in him; ask his workmates, ask his employer, 
ask anybody, and they will all say, “He is not 
the same man.” The Lord Jesus Christ has 
turned everything upside down with him. It 
was the wrong way up before, and so he has 
put it all right. 

Next, we should like to bear witness to the 
sustaining power of Christ under temptation. 
After being saved, we have been tempted, and 
we are men of like passions with others. I speak 
for my sisters as well as for my brothers here. 
We have all been tempted, and we have been 
well nigh thrown back to our old condition; but 
when we have fled to Christ, and trusted in him, 
our feet have stood firm even upon the brink of 
the precipice. We have passed through fire and 
water by way of trial and temptation, and yet we 
stand, for Christ is able to guard us even from 
stumbling, and to present us faultless before the 
presence of his glory with an exceeding joy. 

We wish also to say that the Spirit of God coming 
from Christ moves 
men to high and noble 
thoughts. Selfishness 
no longer rules the man 
who believes in Christ; 
he loves his fellow-men, 
he desires their good, 
he can forgive them if 
they persecute him, he 
can lay down his life for 
them. Have we not had 
many who have gone 

forth among the heathen, and laid down their 
lives for Christ? I was speaking with a brother 
from the Congo on Monday, and I spoke of the 
many deaths there, and he said, “Yes, it looks a 
sad thing that so many missionaries should die; 
but, sir,” he added, “that is the first thing that 
we have done in Africa that is really hopeful. I 
have often heard the natives say to me, ‘These 
men must believe a true religion, or else they 
would not come here to die for us poor black 
men.’ Men begin to believe this new kind of 
evidence. The blood of the missionary becomes 
the seed of the Church.” I do not doubt that it is 
so and, beloved, if you and I can live wholly and 
alone for Christ, if we can live nobly, if we can 
get out of ourselves, if we can rise superior to 
worldly advantages, and prove that we believe 
all we say, we shall convince our fellow-men of 
the truth of our religion. This is what the Holy 

There is in the name of Jesus a 
balm for every mental wound, 
a relief for all the agony of a 
tortured spirit. I am sure of it!

continued from page 12
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Spirit would have us to be, and we desire to 
obey his promptings more and more.

I will not detain you many minutes more; but I 
must bear my testimony to the supporting power 
of Christ in the time of trouble. There are many 
here, who would have been in the asylum, in their 
time of trial, if it had not been that they could 
carry their grief to Christ. There are some of us 
who are not strangers to very acute pain, and to a 
long continuance of it, too; and we have found no 
comfort in the world like going to our Lord when 
racked with anguish, and torn with pain. There 
is a power about him to charm us into joy; when 
everything would drive us to distress, and almost 
to despair. 

And, specially, I want to bear my witness, not of 
course a personal one, but that of an observer, as 
to the power of our holy religion in the hour of 
death. I have been at many death-beds; I have 
seen many Christians just about to die. There it is 
that the power of our holy religion comes in. How 
calm, how resigned, sometimes how triumphant, 
how ecstatic, is the frame of mind of the departing 
believer! I never heard one of them regret that 
he was a Christian. In times when men sift what 

they have done and believed, and when they 
tell no lies, for the naked truth comes up before 
them, I have heard them glory in belonging to 
Christ, and in resting in him; but I have never 
heard them regret that they did so. Our religion 
is not all of the future; it is not a thing that dreams 
concerning the world to come. It gives us present 
joy, present strength, present comfort, and we 
commend it to you most heartily, for this is our 
duty, to be witnesses for Christ. There are some 
who can give their evidence-in-chief, but the pity 
is that, when they come to be cross-examined, 
when they get among the ungodly in the world, 
they make a mess of it. The Lord have mercy upon 
some who come in among us, and even profess 
to know Christ, and do not; it is their lie that 
taints the testimony of the true in the judgment 
of mankind! Be you the more zealous to overbear 
their treachery by your consistency. Be you the 
more full of integrity, and stern truthfulness, and 
boundless love, to make up for these wounds 
which your Lord receives so often in the house 
of his friends. 

May the Spirit of God rest upon you, beloved in 
the Lord, and may you hear your Master say to 
you, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Amen. †

The work of the Holy Spirit, though mysterious, will 
always be known by the fruits He produces in the 
character and conduct of those in whom He dwells. The 
presence of the Spirit is like light which can be seen, 
fire which can be felt, and wind which causes noticeable 
results. 

Where there are no fruits of the Spirit, there is no presence 
of the Spirit. Those fruits are always the same:  conviction 
of sin, true repentance, living faith in Christ, and holiness 
of heart and life.

I am afraid there are multitudes of professing Christians throughout the land who 
really know nothing about the Holy Spirit. They seem to think that as baptized 
members of a church denomination, they possess the Spirit. But of the work of 
the Spirit on their own individual hearts--conversion, repentance, and faith--they 
know nothing at all. They are spiritually asleep and dead, and unless they awake, 
they are in great danger! 

    -- J. C. Ryle
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REAL TRUTH MATTERS

The Pupose and Mission of

Real Truth Matters

Real Truth Matters exists to pursue the recovery of 
New Testament Christianity by promoting the pursuit of Christ as the Gospel.

An assessment of much of current American Christianity is 
that it has been diluted, if not perverted. It has been modified, if 
not altogether changed, leaving many to believe a false gospel. 
Our nation has not kept within its borders this distortion of 
truth. We have transported it by sea and land to pollute a good 
portion of the world’s Christian population. It should remind 
us of the infamous garbage barge that traveled all the way 
from New York City to Central America and back trying to 
find a place to dispose the garbage. American Christendom 
has dumped its theological garbage all over the world.

It is the mission of Real Truth Matters to work for the recovery 
of primitive Christianity without trying to recreate first century 
culture. Many have attempted to recover New Testament 
Christianity thinking the secret is returning to a resemblance of 
first century Judean culture. Others think we need to revive the 
early church climate and recreate their structure and practice. 
However, it is unnecessary to duplicate the cultural practices 
of the first century in order to revive Christianity. The gospel is 
transcultural, meaning, it will work in any culture. The answer 
to the recovery of the gospel is not cultural. 

Another attempt to rediscover biblical Christianity 
recommends new methodology. It is suggested that if we can 
find better ways to communication the message or contextualize 
the message we would advance the cause of Christ. Surely 
improvement in communication or contextualization is a worthy 
goal. But, if not careful, the goal becomes more important than 
the gospel and the gospel is compromised. Most efforts to better 
share the message has led to changing the message. And most 
enterprises to more cleverly blend Christianity into the present 
culture have resulted in a more worldly Christianity. 

RTM’s mission is not methodology driven, but 
theologically driven. The answer is not in something new 
and improved but tried and true. It is the rediscovery and 
proclamation of the same gospel that the apostles of Christ 
proclaimed. In many circles the old gospel will sound 
very new. But its novelty is in the telling and hearing not 
in its longevity. 

The above purpose statement is a theologically driven 
mission. The following outline is an explanation of this 
sentence and our ministry.

A.  Christo-Centric—Apostolic Gospel

1.  Christ is the gospel. The gospel is not about Christ, it 
is Christ. 

The gospel is not just about the death and resurrection of 
Christ. The gospel is Jesus. It is Jesus, His person as the Son 
of God and the Son of Man. It is all about what He is and has 
done in the redemption of sinners. 

This constitutes a major portion of the problem of modernized 
Christianity. It fails to recognize Christ, Himself. Even though 
Jesus is the subject of its gospel, He is not the gospel to most 
professing Christians. Their gospel is what Jesus has done for 
them. But the New Testament does not tell men to believe in only 
what He has done. It tells them to believe upon Him and in Him. 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life (John 3:16).

And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who 
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day (John 6:40).

For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not 
be put to shame (Romans 10:11).

Why is this significant? Because the gospel is not just believing 
certain facts about   Christ. It is the reality of the person of Christ in 
the believer. Biblical Christianity is the life of Christ in the soul of 
man. Christ, in believers, also means more than having a companion. 
The life of Christ is the power from which the believer lives.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might (Ephesians 6:10).
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When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 
appear with Him in glory (Colossians 3:4). 

This does not minimize faith in our Lord’s sacrificial death 
and in His triumphal resurrection. But His death would not 
have been effectual to the salvation of men had He not been 
who He is. Nor would He have risen from the dead. It is His 
person and all that He is and has done that is the good news.

2. The gospel’s presentation must be based upon the  
preaching and teaching of the apostles of Christ.

But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed (Galatians 1:8).

Our message must be the same as the apostles from whom 
we should have received the gospel. Perhaps modern methods 
of evangelism may differ from theirs. It is not the custom of 
gospel preachers to come to a city and first go to the local 
Jewish synagogue to preach the gospel. But the doctrinal 
content must be the same. The following are a few of the 
things that the apostles preached that have been lost to many.

a. Faith is more than mental assent, it is the treasuring and 
trusting of Christ  Jesus. 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
avails anything, but faith working through love (Galatians 5:6).

b.  Repentance is not a onetime act, but a life of pursuing 
Christ in all areas of life. 

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 
no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous 
and repent (Revelation 3:19).

(Acts 26:20): but declared first to those in Damascus and 
in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and 
[then] to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, 
and do works befitting repentance.

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ (Titus 2:11-13).

c. The apostles preached a fascination with Christ that 
translated into a lifelong pursuit of Christ.

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss 
for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not 
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is 
from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already attained, 
or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:7-14). 

d.  This fascination should involve the mind, heart and will. 
In too many cases fascination involves one or two of the 
three, but seldom all three. But the mind, heart, and will must 
all be engaged! Our pursuit of Christ should not be academic 
alone, emotion alone, or action alone.

Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”(Matthew 22:37).

e.  The reality of Jesus Christ in the believer is by the Holy 
Spirit. He is to be experienced.

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but 
be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18).

He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who 
loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, 
and I will love him and manifest Myself to him (John 14:21).

But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, 
He will testify of Me (John 15:26).

It is Real Truth Matters’ prayer and genuine desire to be used 
by the Christ, who is the gospel, to stir men and women to 
pursue the Savior. Our passion is our aim. RTM will employ 
new methods to promote this passion, as long as the method 
will aid the message, not change it. RTM will use technology, 
innovation, and whatever the Lord puts in our hands to use. 
But the message will not change even if the medium does. The 
goal is as already stated, to bring others to a recovery of New 
Testament Christianity. In the final analysis, the recovery is not 
the truth, since Jesus Christ is the truth. He suffers no loss and 
therefore needs no recovery. The recovery is men and women 
who have yet to discover that the Real Truth does matter. †
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